
Texas bombings suspect blows himself up as officers close in »pages 


PACIFIC 

Service secretaries say 
more must be done to 
address women's issues 

Page 3 


PACIFIC 

Husband of Air Force 
officer at Misawa faces 
charges after fight 

Page 2 


NCAA TOURNAMENT 

‘Snacks’ Norvell giving 
Gonzaga energy boost 
in its run to Sweet 16 


Back page 


STARS 



STRIPES. 

stripes com 


Volume 76, No. 241 ©ss 2018 Thursday, March 22, 2018 S«»“**7THa».7A H.¥so 500/Free to Deployed Areas 



Mindful of Russia’s presence in Arctic region, 
Navy conducts drills with under-ice torpedoes 

By Wyatt Olson 
Stars and Stripes 

Fast-attack submarines fired torpedoes beneath the ice during the 
Navy’s five-week Ice Exercise that kicked off this month in the Arctic 
Ocean. 

The Seawolf-class USS Connecticut and the Los Angeles-class USS 
Hartford each fired several training torpedoes, which carry no war¬ 
heads and hold a minimal amount of fuel, the service said. 

In step two of the torpedo drill, divers from the Navy’s Mobile Diving 
and Salvage Unit Two and Underwater Construction Team One and 
the Coast Guard plunged through ice holes to retrieve the torpedoes. 
SEE PLUNGE ON PAGE 7 



A diver assigned to Underwater Construction Team One surfaces from 
a hole in the ice in the Beaufort Sea off the coast of Alaska on March 
16 during a torpedo retrieval drill in support of Ice Exercise 2018. 

Daniel HiNTON/Courtesy of the U.S. Navy 



Military family pets stranded as United suspends shipments 


By Jennifer H. Svan 
Stars and Stripes 

Military families on Guam moving to 
the U.S. mainland might be forced to leave 
their pets behind after United Airlines’ 
decision to suspend its pet transportation 
program until no later than May 1 follow¬ 
ing multiple delivery mistakes and at least 
one pet death. 

United is the only carrier flying directly 
between the island and the mainland U.S., 
according to families there, some of whom 


took to social media Wednesday to say they 
felt blindsided by United’s announcement. 

“We leave April 5th and our two pups 
will be stuck here, boarding (when) service 
resumes,” said one Facebook post, from 
a woman on Guam named Ryane. “That 
could be a month. We are devastated and 
not even sure we will leave without know¬ 
ing they will be on a flight.” 

Amber Fake, a Navy spouse living on 
Guam, told Stars and Stripes that United’s 
decision is “very disheartening and worri¬ 


some for myself and many other military 
families. 

“Our pets are our family and we jump 
through many hoops” — such as rabies 
testing, vaccines, extended quarantine, 
entry permits and licenses — “to get them 
to Guam,” Fake said. 

“Now with United suspending the pro¬ 
gram without notice or exception, many 
military families are stuck with orders to 
(move) and no way to get their pets out of 
Guam,” she said. 

SEE PETS ON PAGE 7 



Michael ABRAMs/Stars and Stripes 


Servicemembers’ pets — like this dog 
awaiting its owner at Ramstein Air Base, 
Germany — are being stranded on Guam 
by United Airlines’ suspension of its pet 
transportation program. 
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USAF spouse faces charges after on-base fight 



Rodrigo Gomez teaches jiu-jitsu at Misawa Air Base, Japan, 
in 2016. Gomez has been charged with attempted voluntary 
manslaughter and assault. 


By Seth Robson 

Stars and Stripes 

An Air Force spouse and jiu- 
jitsu instructor was due in court 
next week after being accused of 
trying to kill a young airman and 
beating two others at Misawa Air 
Base, Japan. 

Rodrigo Pineda Gomez, the 
husband of a Misawa-based of¬ 
ficer, has been charged with at¬ 
tempted voluntary manslaughter 
and assault in the New Year’s Eve 
2016 incident. Federal prosecu¬ 
tors say he attempted to kill one of 
the airmen “by trying to snap his 
neck, punch him in the throat and 
stomp on his head repeatedly,” ac¬ 
cording to court documents. 

Gomez, who was barred from 
U.S. military bases in Japan after 
the fight, was arrested last month 
in Osan, South Korea. He was in¬ 
dicted in Arkansas because the 
alleged offense happened over¬ 
seas and Gomez’ last known U.S. 
residence was near Little Rock. 

He was scheduled to appear in 
court in Little Rock on March 26; 
however, federal prosecutors said 
in an email Tuesday that the trial 
had been continued until Aug. 20. 

Prosecutors allege in a court 
motion that Gomez had been 
drinking and was at Cafe Mo- 
kuteki, a popular coffee shop not 
far from Misawa’s flight line, at 
about 2:30 a.m. and “upon a sud¬ 
den quarrel and heat of passion 
did attempt to kill [an airman].” 

They say Gomez also assaulted 
two other airmen by hitting one 
in the head and the other in the 
face. 

Security camera footage shows 
that Gomez instigated the fight 
when he hit one airman in the 
back of the head, according to the 


motion. The camera also captured 
the rest of the altercation. 

A federal public defender rep¬ 
resenting Gomez did not respond 
to emailed questions or a phone 
message about the incident. 

However, Gomez said in a writ¬ 
ten statement provided to mili¬ 
tary officials that the fight started 
when one of the airmen threw a 
punch at him and that he had been 
defending himself, the court mo¬ 
tion states. 

The prosecutors’ motion coun¬ 
tered that statement, saying it was 
the “then-19-year-old victim, who 
was merely eating a snack with 
some friends and who had tried 
to de-escalate the situation in the 
beginning who bore the brunt of 
the defendant’s rage and violent 
attack.” 

The Air Force barred Gomez 
from all U.S. Forces Japan facili¬ 
ties days after the fight, finding 


Jordyn FETTER/Courtesy of the U.S. Air Force 


that his alleged actions posed a 
threat to the safety and well-being 
of others. After his arrest, Gomez 
was also barred from U.S. mili¬ 
tary installations in South Korea, 
according to prosecutors. 

'Calm down’ 

An overview of the incident de¬ 
tailed in the court documents says 
Gomez stumbled near a booth in 
the cafe where four airmen were 
sitting. Words were exchanged 
and, without warning, Gomez 
hit one of them in the back of the 
head. An airman slapped his hand 
away and he and another airman 
got out of the booth. 

“[One airman] had his hands 
down in a defensive posture while 
he told Gomez words to the effect 
of ‘calm down.’ Within seconds, 
again without warning, Gomez 
punched [that airman] in the face, 


knocking him back into a table, 
and onto the ground,” the over¬ 
view states. 

Gomez’s 20-year-old son, who 
was also at the cafe, put the air¬ 
man in a leg lock while Gomez at¬ 
tempted to snap the immobilized 
man’s neck by twisting his head 
violently up and to the side, the 
overview states. He then punched 
the man in the neck and face 
and stomped on his head several 
times. 

“[The alleged victim] was left 
dazed, incoherent and unable to 
stand on his own,” the overview 
states. 

Security forces arrived and at¬ 
tempted to control the situation 
but Gomez and his son resisted 
commands and hit the victims 
several more times, the overview 
states. 

“Eventually, as Security Forces 
were leading Gomez out of the res¬ 
taurant to interview him, Gomez 
hit another one of the airmen... in 
the face,” the overview states. 

Government lawyers argued 
that Gomez should be detained 
because of the seriousness of the 
offense and his experience living 
and traveling overseas. 

Gomez may have told pretrial 
services that he had worked on a 
military base in Japan after the 
fight, potentially violating the Air 
Force’s barment order, prosecu¬ 
tors said. 

Prosecutors argued that the 
government’s ability to protect 
people in Japan from Gomez was 
limited. 

“His lack of ability to control 
his anger, even after law enforce¬ 
ment arrived, further highlights 
the defendant’s dangerousness,” 
they said in court documents. 

Gomez was photographed and 


interviewed for an article posted 
on Misawa’s website in March 
2016 with the headline “Jiu-Jitsu 
strengthens Misawa’s resilience.” 
The report quotes the martial- 
arts instructor as saying that one 
of the sport’s greatest benefits is 
a sense of family crafted through 
hours of practice. 

“It’s about building a foundation 
and family, especially in a small 
community like Misawa,” Gomez 
said. “It’s not only about training, 
or about fighting each other.” 

Gomez tried to show the im¬ 
portance of resilience to mili¬ 
tary members and their families 
through the sport, according to 
the article. 

“We want to teach them that no 
matter how hard life gets, there is 
always a solution,” he said. 

A month after the fight, Gomez 
posted jokes about violence on his 
Facebook page that were screen- 
captured by Air Force investiga¬ 
tors, according to prosecutors. 

One post shows an image of a 
puppet with the statement, “The 
problem is, you like to run your 
mouth but I like to fight.” Another 
says, “Sometimes I feel like giv¬ 
ing up, then I remember all the 
haters I need to choke.” 

The result of not detaining 
Gomez would be “a potentially 
dangerous U.S. citizen among the 
Japanese civilian population,” 
prosecutors argued. 

However, last month the court 
issued an order setting conditions 
for Gomez’ release that included 
avoiding contact with people who 
might be witnesses or alleged vic¬ 
tims in the case and informing au¬ 
thorities before leaving Japan. 

robson.seth@stripes.com 
Twitter: @SethRobsonl 
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Senator seeks Pentagon 
answers on kid assaults 

DES MOINES, Iowa — U.S. 
Sen. Joni Ernst is asking the De¬ 
fense and Justice Departments to 
explain how they handle student- 
on-student sexual assaults at K- 
12 schools the Pentagon runs on 
military bases worldwide. 

The Iowa Republican wrote 
Defense Secretary Jim Mattis 
and Attorney General Jeff Ses¬ 
sions on Tuesday asking a dozen 
questions based on issues raised 
in an ongoing Associated Press 
investigation. 

In stories published last week, 
the AP found that reports of stu- 
dent-on-student sexual assaults 
or rapes often languish, and that 
administrators do not accurately 
track them. The 71,000 students 
who the schools educate have 
fewer protections than public 
school kids if they are sexu¬ 
ally attacked by a classmate on 
campus. 

Tire fires near Army post 
could force evacuations 

FOUNTAIN, Colo. — Authori¬ 
ties say burning tires that ignited 
when a wildfire spread from Fort 
Carson are producing toxic smoke 
that could force evacuations. 

The Colorado Springs Gazette 
reported Tuesday the Environ¬ 
mental Protection Agency has 
taken charge of managing the 
tire fire. 

The smoke prompted an ele¬ 
mentary school about a mile from 
the fire to cancel classes. 

The wildfire broke out on Fort 
Carson on Friday in dry, windy 
weather. It spread to private 
land, destroyed three homes and 
scorched 5 square miles. 

At least 250 homes were 
evacuated. 

The wildfire is contained and 
most residents have been allowed 
to return, but the tires are still 
burning. 

An Army training exercise was 
underway when the fire broke out. 
Fort Carson hasn’t said whether 
it involved live ammunition or 
whether it caused the fire. 

Lawmakers cheer defense 
contract with shoemaker 

SKOWHEGAN, Maine — A 
$17.3 million U.S. Department of 
Defense contract with New Bal¬ 
ance to provide U.S.-made ath¬ 
letic shoes to service members is 
getting cheers from lawmakers in 
Maine, where the company em¬ 
ploys hundreds of people. 

Members of the delegation 
pushed for athletic footwear to 
be made subject to the Berry 
Amendment, which requires the 
defense department to give pref¬ 
erence to home-grown products. 

Republican Rep. Bruce Poli- 
quin, Republican Sen. Susan Col¬ 
lins and independent Sen. Angus 
King issued a joint statement last 
week that the Pentagon is “rightly 
prioritizing American workers.” 

The move to require the de¬ 
fense department to buy Ameri¬ 
can footwear was not without 
critics, and the provision had to 
survive a challenge led by South 
Carolina Republican Rep. Mark 
Sanford in 2016 to remove it. 

From The Associated Press 


Still work to do for military women 



U.S. Air Force Senior Airman Kaitlyn Besse, assigned to the 21st Airlift Squadron, checks paperwork prior 
to a Women’s Heritage Flight on March 17 at Hickam Air Force Base, Hawaii. Women have made gains in 
the military, but work still needs to be done to address the gaps between men and women in the services. 


Strides made, but 
battle remains to 
address retention, 
recruitment gaps 

By Claudia Grisales 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — The U.S. 
military has seen gains when it 
comes to women entering ser¬ 
vice, from increases in academy 
enrollments to growing numbers 
in newly opened combat positions, 
service secretaries said Tuesday. 

The Army and Air Force are on 
track this year to see increases in 
the percentage of women enrolled 
at their academies, service secre¬ 
taries said. Of the applicants for 
this year’s incoming Air Force 
Academy class, 30 percent are 
female, an academy spokesman 
said Tuesday. 

However, the secretaries also 
agreed much work remains to 
address the remaining, sizeable 
gaps that still exist between men 
and women in the services. 

“We are trying to change a lit¬ 
tle bit the way we talk and think 
about who the protectors are in 
this country,” Air Force Secretary 
Heather Wilson told the House 
Armed Services Committee. “I 
think sometimes the way we talk 
about the services may appeal 
more to boys than to girls.” 

Overall, U.S. military has 
seen gains in the recruitment of 
women in recent years, with new 
combat positions open to women 
and growing enrollment at the 
academies. 

The Air Force, in particular, 
will mark the highest percent¬ 
age of women ever enrolled at 
their academy, Wilson told the 
House panel during a wide-rang¬ 
ing hearing on the services’ 2019 
budget proposals. 

Wilson’s comments came on 
the heels of testimony by other 
service secretaries, who said they 
have also seen gains but are still 
working to expand those efforts in 
recruitment and especially reten¬ 
tion of women. The hearing could 
influence the development of the 
next National Defense Authoriza¬ 
tion Act. 

“Each of the military services 
experience challenges retaining 
women to a varying degree with a 
particularlywide gender gap inop- 
erational specialties,” Rep. Susan 
Davis, D-Calif., said in question¬ 
ing the secretaries. “More women 
than men, as we know, leave the 
military at various career points, 
so concerns persist that this attri¬ 
tion will result in a disproportion¬ 
ate impact to mission readiness if 
left unresolved.” 

Academy growth 

U.S. News & World Report re¬ 
cently estimated the U.S. Air 
Force Academy has a gender dis¬ 
tribution of 75 percent male vs. 25 
percent female. 

That’s up from when a Rand 
Corp. study found female enroll¬ 
ment at the academy had reached 


21 percent by 2009, up from 16 
percent several years earlier. 

Army Secretary Mark Esper 
said he’s also seen an increase. 

“We see a higher percentage of 
women being selected to enter the 
academy as from a commission¬ 
ing source,” he said. 

The U.S. Military Academy at 
West Point is estimated to have 

22 percent female enrollment. 
This, as the U.S. Naval Academy 
is estimated to have more than 20 
percent female enrollment, said 
retired Navy Capt. Lory Man¬ 
ning, director of government op¬ 
erations for the Service Women’s 
Action Network, or SWAN. 

“The percentage of women in 
classes entering the Air Force 
Academy and Naval Academy 
has been growing to a goal over 
20 percent for about 10 years,” 
Manning said after hearing of the 
comments about the academies 
at Tuesday’s hearing. “The Coast 
Guard Academy has been in the 
33 percent vicinity for a number 
of years now.” 

Some people, however, re¬ 
mained concerned the Army has 
an artificial cap in place that is 
keeping West Point from boosting 
its enrollment of women. Among 
them, retired Army Col. Ellen 
Haring, who is SWAN’s director 
of programs and research. She 
said it’s difficult to explain the 
significant gap in Army ROTC 
programs with a 28 percent fe¬ 


male enrollment rate vs. West 
Point’s 22 percent. 

“I want to know why West Point, 
which provides a completely free 
education, a prestigious educa¬ 
tion, doesn’t seem to be able to 
enroll women at the same rate 
as Army ROTC programs, which 
offer more limited scholarships,” 
Haring said. 

Initiatives could boost 
recruitment, retention 

Despite the gains, the service 
secretaries agreed Tuesday that 
plenty of work remains to address 
the remaining gaps between men 
and women in the military. 

Wilson made a series of striking 
remarks that a cultural shift has 
to be addressed first, moving from 
a focus on men to one of women as 
protectors serving their country. 

“If I asked everyone in this 
room to ... just close your eyes 
for a second and think about the 
most protective person you know 
in your life, someone who would 
do anything to keep you safe ... 
half the people in the room are 
thinking about their moms,” Wil¬ 
son said in response to a question 
about efforts in addressing the 
gaps between men and women 
serving in the military. “We are 
the protectors. That’s what the 
military does. We serve to protect 
the rest of you and that’s a very 
natural place for a woman to be.” 


Heide CoucH/Courtesy of the U.S. Air Force 


Wilson’s comments brought a 
bustling hearing of back-and-forth 
dialogue to an abrupt silence. 

“Secretary Wilson, I’ve never 
heard the case for who should be 
serving in our uniforms better 
put than the way you said that,” 
Rep. Mike Conaway, R-Texas, re¬ 
marked. “I don’t know if you no¬ 
ticed, but it got really quiet in here 
while you were finishing up your 
statement. I think it was because 
your words were reverberating in 
our minds.” 

Esper said the Army has opened 
more combat jobs to women. He 
said he visited with them at the 
National Training Center at Fort 
Irwin in California and Fort Bragg 
in North Carolina where they are 
“doing very well.” 

A “Leader’s First” initiative has 
helped enrolled dozens of women, 
he said. 

“So a lot of expansion happen¬ 
ing there,” Esper said. “We are 
expanding the number of posts 
that [servicewomen] can travel to 
as well to make sure that we have 
greater opportunity throughout 
the ranks.” 

Navy Secretary Richard Spen¬ 
cer echoed Esper’s remarks, tout¬ 
ing his service’s “Sailor 2025” 
effort, which could help better re¬ 
cruit and retain women. 

The new effort would let ser- 
vicemembers “off-ramp” mid¬ 
career to take a break to study, 
have a family, or other options and 
then return to the service without 
penalty. 

“Going forward, rest assured, 
.. .it’s game on,” Spencer said. “All 
three of us [services] fish from 
the same pool and that pool is get¬ 
ting smaller and smaller .. .We are 
going to be using every single tool 
available to us.” 

grisales.claudia@stripes.com 
Twitter: @cgrisales 


We are the protectors. That’s what the 
military does. We serve to protect the rest 
of you and that’s a very natural place for a 
woman to be. f 

Air Force Secretary Heather Wilson 













Page 4 


mmnmfoim 


Stars and Stripes 


Thursday, March 22,2018 


Gitmo detainee seeks 
release after 16 years 


MILITARY _ 

US seeks expanded military deal with 
Ghana, quashes talk of a new base 


By John Vandiver 

Stars and Stripes 

STUTTGART, Germany 
— The U.S. wants to update its 
status of forces agreement with 
Ghana, but there are no plans to 
establish an American-run mili¬ 
tary base in that country, U.S. of¬ 
ficials said. 

On Tuesday, numerous local 
reports out of Ghana said the 
U.S. was in negotiations to set 
up a new U.S. Africa Command 
base, an issue that has long been 
a sensitive topic in many parts of 
Africa. 

Instead, the U.S. is seeking an 
agreement that will allow more 
visiting troops as training pro¬ 
grams and missions in the coun¬ 
try expand, according to the U.S. 
Embassy in Ghana. 

“The current Status of Forces 
Agreement (SOFA) between the 
United States of America and 
the Republic of Ghana is ap¬ 
proximately 20 years old,” said 
an embassy statement. “It does 
not cover the current range and 
volume of bilateral exercises and 
assistance.” 

On social media there was a 


flurry of talk and speculation 
about U.S. intentions in Ghana, 
underscoring the lingering sus¬ 
picion that AFRICOM intends to 
establish permanent bases. 

“The United States and Ghana 
are planning joint security exer¬ 
cises in 2018, which require ac¬ 
cess to Ghanaian bases by U.S. 
participants and those from other 
nations when included,” the U.S. 
Embassy said, adding that the 
U.S. will invest more than $20 
million in training and equip¬ 
ment for the Ghanaian armed 
forces in the coming year. 

For years, AFRICOM and 
the location of its headquarters 
has been a major topic of inter¬ 
est in Africa, where Ameri¬ 
can commanders are routinely 
questioned about why the head¬ 
quarters is in Germany. 

Ten years after it was formed, 
questions persist about its head¬ 
quarters and whether it would 
be better to move the command’s 
1,500 personnel along with their 
spouses and children to Africa. 

AFRICOM commander Gen. 
Thomas Waldhauser, during 
Senate testimony earlier this 
month, was asked by lawmakers 


whether it makes sense to revisit 
the idea. The costs of relocation 
and potential diplomatic fallout 
make such a relocation unlikely, 
he said. 

Meanwhile, what has emerged 
in Africa is a range of small 
outposts. 

In the wake of the 2012 attack 
on a U.S. diplomatic facility in 
Libya, the military moved to set 
up barebones launch areas for 
quick-reaction troops and places 
for rotating forces to set up shop. 
Ghana, Senegal and Gabon and 
others have hosted the roughly 
12 such sites in Africa, AFRI¬ 
COM officials have said. 

AFRICOM’s main anchor in 
Africa remains Camp Lemonni- 
er in Djibouti, which is intended 
to be an enduring base. But as 
the military expands its mission 
in Africa—there are currently 
some 7,200 personnel in Africa 
on any given day — Niger has 
emerged as a second hub of op¬ 
erations in the west. 

Work on a new drone site in 
Agadez, Niger, is expected to be 
completed later this year. 

vandiver.john@stripes.com 
Twitter: vandiver.john@stripes.com 


The Washington Post 

WASHINGTON — A federal 
appeals court in Washington con¬ 
fronted the question Tuesday of 
whether the Trump administra¬ 
tion has the power to indefinitely 
detain prisoners at Guantanamo 
Bay, Cuba, more than 15 years 
after the conflict in Afghanistan 
began. 

The case takes on new signifi¬ 
cance after President Donald 
Trump promised in January to 
keep open the U.S. military pris¬ 
on there and suggested that he 
may expand its use to hold new 
terrorism suspects for the first 
time in a decade. 

Attorneys for a Yemeni man 
who has been held at Guantana¬ 
mo Bay since 2002 without being 
charged told the U.S. Court of Ap¬ 
peals for the District of Columbia 
Circuit that the president’s au¬ 
thority has expired because the 
relevant conflict in Afghanistan 
used to justify his detention after 
the attacks of Sept. 11, 2001, has 
ended. Even if the court decides 
it is the same war, the U.S. gov¬ 
ernment cannot hold him indefi¬ 
nitely, his legal team said. 

Moath al-Alwi grew up in 
Saudi Arabia and spent time in 
2001 in northern Afghanistan, 


where the government said he 
received military-style training 
and weapons from the Taliban 
and served in a Taliban combat 
unit commanded by an al-Qaida 
leader. 

Alwi’s attorney, Ramzi Kas- 
sem, said Tuesday that his im¬ 
prisonment violates U.S. and 
international law and he urged 
the court to determine “how long 
is too long.” 

Justice Department attorneys 
countered in court filings that 
Alwi’s detention is necessary be¬ 
cause of “his continued and re¬ 
cent extremist statements” that 
show he would “be susceptible to 
recruitment” by enemy forces if 
released. 

The United States “is still 
fighting the same terrorist group 
al-Alwi joined in the same coun¬ 
try,” government attorney Sonia 
Carson told a three-judge panel 
made up of Chief Judge Mer¬ 
rick Garland, Judge Thomas 
Griffith and Judge Karen LeC- 
raft Henderson. 

To side with Alwi, the gov¬ 
ernment said, is to “reward the 
enemy for stretching the conflict 
to historic lengths by persistently 
con ti nu i ng its attacks.” 
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WAR ON TERRORISM _ 

ISIS bomber strikes amid Afghan celebration 


v 



Afghan firefighters clean up the site of a deadly suicide bombing 
near Kabul University in Kabul, Afghanistan, on Wednesday. 


By Rahim Faiez 

Associated. Press 

KABUL, Afghanistan — An Is¬ 
lamic State suicide bomber struck 
on the road to a Shiite shrine in 
Afghanistan’s capital on Wednes¬ 
day, killing at least 31 people as 
Afghans celebrated the Persian 
new year, authorities said. 

Wahid Majro, spokesman for 
the Public Health Ministry, said 
65 people were wounded in the 
attack, which was carried out by 
a bomber on foot. 

ISIS claimed the attack in an 
online statement, according to the 
SITE Intelligence Group, which 
monitors jihadi websites. The 
group said the attack targeted “a 
gathering of Shiites celebrating 
Nowruz.” 

The Persian new year, known 
in Afghanistan as Nowruz, is a 
national holiday, and the coun¬ 
try’s minority Shiites typically 
celebrate by visiting shrines. The 
Sunni extremists of ISIS have 
repeatedly targeted Shiites, who 
they view as apostates deserving 
of death. 

The attack took place near 
Kabul University and a govern¬ 
ment hospital, around 1 mile from 
the Sakhi shrine, where people 
were gathered to celebrate the 
new year, said Gen. Daud Amin, 
Kabul’s police chief. 


Daud said the attacker man¬ 
aged to slip past police check¬ 
points set up along the road. 

He said an investigation into 
the security breach is underway, 
and that anyone found to have 


neglected his duties would be 
punished. 

This attack happens as earlier 
this month in another ISIS suicide 
bomber targeted Afghanistan’s 
ethnic Hazaras, killing nine peo¬ 


ple and wounded 18 others. The 
bomber blew himself up at a po¬ 
lice checkpoint near a gathering 
of the minority Shiites in western 
Kabul. 

The bomber was on foot and 
was trying to make his way to a 
compound where the Hazaras 
had gathered to commemorate 
the 1995 death of their leader, 
Abdul Ali Mazari, who was killed 
by the Taliban. 

Kabul has recently seen a spate 
of large-scale militant attacks by 
both the Taliban and ISIS. In late 
January, a Taliban attacker drove 
an ambulance filled with explo¬ 
sives into the heart of the city, 
killing at least 103 people and 
wounding as many as 235. 

Afghan President Ashraf Ghani 
in a statement condemned the at¬ 
tack, calling it a “crime against 
humanity,” 

Despite today’s attack and loss 
of lives in Kabul, soon in the af¬ 
ternoon people including women 
and children came out on the 
streets with colorful clothes and 
continued to celebrate the New 
Year holiday. Children were fly¬ 
ing kites and people were walk¬ 
ing up the hills, shrines and other 
sides, eating, chatting or laughing 
like nothing happened in Kabul 
today. 


Death toll in 
Damascus 
attack rises 

Associated Press 

BEIRUT — The death toll from 
an insurgent mortar assault on 
a Damascus market has risen to 
44, state media said Wednesday, 
making it one of the deadliest at¬ 
tacks in the capital since the start 
of Syria’s seven-year civil war. 

The Britain-based Syrian Ob¬ 
servatory for Human Rights put 
the death toll from Tuesday’s at¬ 
tack at 43, including 11 pro-gov- 
emment fighters. Videos of the 
aftermath posted online showed 
scenes of chaos, with people 
screaming and bodies and manne¬ 
quins strewn across the ground. 

The government blamed the 
attack on rebels in the eastern 
Ghouta suburbs, where Syrian 
troops backed by Russian war¬ 
planes have been waging a major 
offensive over the past month that 
has killed hundreds of people. 

Hospital director Mohammed 
Haitham al-Husseini told Al-Ikh- 
bariya TV that 35 others were 
wounded in the mortar attack, 
with six in intensive care. He 
said most of the casualties were 
women and children. 

Witnesses told state-run TV 
that the mortar fell during rush 
hour in the popular market on the 
eve of Mother’s Day. 



-n:30 Dill. 
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N. Korea: 'Peace offensive' led to talks 


By Kim Gamel 

Stars and Stripes 

SEOUL, South Korea — North 
Korea broke its silence about the 
recent thaw in relations with the 
South and the U.S., denying that 
economic sanctions over its nu¬ 
clear weapons program drove it to 
dialogue. 

South Korean President Moon 
Jae-in, meanwhile, upped the 
stakes Wednesday by floating the 
possibility of a three-way summit 
involving the two Koreas and the 
United States. 

The commentary posted Tues¬ 
day in the state-run Korean Cen¬ 
tral News Agency did not directly 
mention plans for back-to-back 
meetings already expected in 
coming weeks with Moon Jae-in 
and his U.S. counterpart, Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump. 

But it insisted the North had 
launched the “peace offensive” 
from a position of strength, not 
as a “result of sanctions and pres¬ 
sure,” in its first official word 
about the flurry of diplomacy that 


followed its participation in the 
Winter Olympics last month. 

“Thanks to the proactive mea¬ 
sure and peace-loving proposal 
made by [North Korea], dramatic 
atmosphere for reconciliation 
has been created in relations be¬ 
tween the north and the south of 
Korea and there has been a sign 
of change also in the [North Ko- 
rean]-U.S. relations,” KCNA said. 

South Korean envoys met with 
North Korean leader Kim Jong Un 
earlier this month and said he had 
agreed to hold talks with Moon 
at the end of April and wanted to 
meet with Trump as soon as pos¬ 
sible to discuss denuclearization. 
The U.S. president quickly ac¬ 
cepted the offer and said a summit 
would take place by May. 

But the fact that the invitation 
was made indirectly has raised 
skepticism over Kim’s true inten¬ 
tions. Diplomats have been left 
scrambling to prepare for an un¬ 
precedented U.S.-North Korean 
summit without any confirmation 
about where and when it may be 
held. 


Moon, who is due to meet with 
Kim in the border zone of Pan- 
munjom in late April, appeared 
optimistic about the recent 
developments. 

“Holding a U.S.-North Korea 
summit following an inter-Korean 
summit itself is a historical event,” 
he said Wednesday, according to a 
transcript from his office. “And 
depending on the outcomes, they 
may lead to a trilateral summit of 
South Korea, North Korea and the 
United States. 

“We need to completely resolve 
the nuclear and peace issues of the 
Korean Peninsula through these 
talks and other dialogue that fol¬ 
lows,” he added. 

Underscoring continued ten¬ 
sions, KCNA slammed hard-liners 
in the U.S., South Korea and Japan 
for claiming the North’s sudden 
turn toward dialogue was forced 
by punishing economic measures 
and diplomatic pressure that are 
starting to have an effect. 

“Such rubbish as ‘result of 
sanctions and pressure’ and sort 
of ‘limit’ spread by the hostile 


forces is just 
as meaning¬ 
less as a dog 
barking at 
the moon,” it 
said. 

“It is re¬ 
ally an ex¬ 
pression of 
small-mind¬ 
edness for 
the riff-raffs Kj m 

to spoil the 

atmosphere and say this or that 
even before the parties concerned 
are given a chance to study the 
inner thoughts of the other side 
and are seated at a negotiating 
table,” KCNA added. “We do like to 
remind that it is time for all to ap¬ 
proach everything with prudence 
with self-control and patience.” 

Trump has insisted his “maxi¬ 
mum pressure” campaign will 
continue until an agreement on 
denuclearization is reached. 

Officials and experts have cited 
evidence that several rounds of 
tightened U.N. Security Council 
sanctions and other efforts to iso¬ 


late the regime and deprive it of 
foreign currency needed for its 
weapons programs are increas¬ 
ingly having an effect. 

Pyongyang’s main economic 
lifeline, China, also has clamped 
down on its support, although U.S. 
officials say Beijing could be doing 
more. 

Still the North has made strong 
advances after a series of missile 
and nuclear tests last year. Kim 
declared in his New Year’s ad¬ 
dress that the country’s nuclear 
force was completed, although 
experts say it’s likely years away 
from achieving a missile that 
could hit the U.S. mainland. 

The two Koreas are still tech¬ 
nically at war after their 1950-53 
conflict ended in an armistice 
instead of a peace treaty. About 
28,500 U.S. servicemembers are 
based in the South. 

Stars and Stripes reporter Yoo Kyong 
Chang contributed to this report. 
gamel.kim@stripes.com 
Twitter: @kimgamel 



Japan asserts plans to 
pressure North Korea 


By Hana Kusumoto 
Stars and Stripes 

TOKYO — Japan’s defense 
minister says his nation will keep 
“maximum pressure” on North 
Korea as plans advance for his¬ 
toric meetings between North 
Korean leader Kim Jong Un 
and the U.S. and South Korean 
presidents. 

Itsunori Onodera — speaking 
this week at a Tokyo symposium 
on North Korean missile develop¬ 
ments — said Japan will continue 
to monitor movements by the 
communist state. 

“We will put maximum pres¬ 
sure on North Korea as we are 
committed to complete, verifiable 
and irreversible dismantlement 
of nuclear and missile plans by 
the North and for it to take spe¬ 
cific actions toward denucleariza¬ 
tion,” he said. 

North Korea has faced pun¬ 
ishing economic sanctions and 
diplomatic pressure since demon¬ 
strating rapid progress in its goal 
of developing a nuclear weapon 
that can reach the U.S. mainland. 
Last year, it test-fired three in¬ 
tercontinental ballistic missiles 
— including two that flew over 
Japan — and conducted its sixth 
and most powerful underground 
nuclear blast. 

Seoul officials who visited 
Pyongyang recently said Kim 
agreed to hold summit talks with 
South Korean President Moon 
Jae-in in late April. Seoul said 
Kim then proposed meeting with 
President Donald Trump, who 
agreed to do so by the end of May. 

The North Korean leader’s 
willingness to negotiate over his 
nuclear program is a step for¬ 
ward, but many experts remain 
skeptical about his sincerity in 
giving up his nuclear program. 

Satoshi Maeda, director gen¬ 


eral of Japan’s Defense Policy 
Bureau, told the symposium that 
the North has a track record of 
broken promises. 

“Because of the past history, it 
is hard to be optimistic,” he said. 
“It is extremely important to have 
[North Korea] take visible action 
and not just by words.” 

Over the weekend, U.S. national 
security adviser H.R. McMaster 
met his South Korean and Japa¬ 
nese counterparts — Chung Eui- 
yong and Shotaro Yachi — in San 
Francisco for talks on denuclear¬ 
ization and the summits. 

“The three national security 
advisors committed to avoiding 
mistakes of the past and to con¬ 
tinue coordinating closely in the 
weeks ahead,” the White House 
said in a statement. 

It didn’t elaborate but likely re¬ 
fers to criticism that North Korea 
previously used disarmament 
negotiations as a way to ease out¬ 
side pressure and win aid while 
secretly pressing its weapons 
development. 

Japan is said to be feeling left 
out as the U.S. and South Korea 
push ahead with talks with the 
North Korean leader. Officials 
are reportedly concerned that 
issues such as the abduction of 
Japanese citizens by the North 
and the communists’ midrange 
ballistic-missile program won’t 
be included in the summits. 

Soon after the talks were an¬ 
nounced, Trump spoke with 
Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo 
Abe by phone to arrange an in- 
person meeting before talking 
with Pyongyang. Abe is expected 
to push for “deep discussions” on 
how the U.S. and Japan can work 
together on North Korea, Chief 
Cabinet Secretary Yoshihide 
Suga told reporters Monday. 

kusumoto.hana@stripes.com 



Courtesy of the Tony Kim Family/AP 


Sol Kim, left, stands next to his father, Tony Kim, in 2016. Sol Kim hopes that a planned summit 
between the U.S. and North Korea will lead to his father, who was detained last April in Pyongyang, 
being released from North Korean custody. 

Family hopes for release of American 


By Matthew Pennington 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The son of an American held 
in North Korea sees a glimmer of hope after months 
of frustration and sadness that a planned summit of 
President Donald Trump and Kim Jong Un can help 
win his father’s freedom. 

Sol Kim said he remains in the dark about why his 
father, a 59-year-old Korean-American, was detained 
at Pyongyang airport on April 22 last year after a 
monthlong stint teaching accountancy at a university 
in the North Korean capital. The father, Tony Kim, is 
one of three Americans North Korea is holding. 

“I’m hoping the issue will come up and it will be 
discussed, maybe prior to the summit,” Sol, 27, a grad 
student in California, told The Associated Press in a 
phone interview. “I’m just really hopeful. It’s a posi¬ 
tive time.” 

Trump and Kim are expected to meet in May, after 
more than a year of intense hostility over North Ko¬ 
rea’s nuclear weapons development. Lingering in the 
background are the cases of Americans in custody, 
who have been denied consular access since their ar¬ 
rests over the past two years. 

The North’s state news agency reported in May 
that Kim, whose Korean name is Kim Sang-duk, was 
arrested for committing “hostile criminal acts with 


an aim to subvert the country.” As far as Sol Kim 
knows, his father hasn’t been formally charged or put 
on trial. 

For a family member of a detained American, Sol 
has some unusual insight into what life is like inside 
North Korea. A couple of years ago, he spent a month 
in Pyongyang as his father’s teaching assistant at the 
Pyongyang University of Science and Technology. 
The college was founded in 2010 on donations from 
Christian groups and is unique for its significant for¬ 
eign staff. 

“The students worked hard. They are eager. They 
are curious,” Kim said, recounting that he would 
spend time after class playing sports and sharing a 
meal with them. “It was a positive experience.” 

Another detainee, agricultural specialist Kim Hak 
Song, taught at the same university. He was taken 
about a month after Tony Kim, similarly suspected 
of “hostile acts.” It’s not clear whether he has been 
sentenced. 

The third and longest-serving prisoner, Kim Dong 
Chul, is a former Virginia resident who was report¬ 
edly the president of a trade and hotel services com¬ 
pany in Rason, a special economic zone on the North 
Korean border with Russia. He was sentenced in 
April 2016 to a decade in prison with hard labor for 
espionage. 
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A diver waits during efforts to 
retrieve a torpedo launched 
during Ice Exercise 2018. 


Plunge: 

Divers, helos 
help recover 
torpedoes 

FROM FRONT PAGE 

“The primary objective of this 
year’s ICEX is to test new under¬ 
ice weapons systems and validate 
tactics for weapon employment,” 
Ryan Dropek, director of weap¬ 
ons testing at the Naval Under¬ 
sea Warfare Center Division in 
Newport, R.I., said in a Navy 
statement. “Once the divers re¬ 
cover these torpedoes, we can 
extract important data about how 
they perform and react in these 
conditions.” 

The United States is seeking 
to beef up its Arctic military 
capabilities as ice continues to 
melt there due to the warming 
climate, sparking international 
competition for access and natu¬ 
ral resources. 

Gen. Curtis Scaparrotti, head 
of U.S. European Command, told 
lawmakers this month that the 
U.S. was “not keeping pace” with 
Russia’s military buildup in the 
Arctic region, which includes a 
new Arctic military command. 

Scaparrotti told the Senate 
Armed Forces Committee that 
given what Russia is now putting 
in place, “they would have the ca¬ 
pability, in perhaps two or three 
years, to control the Northern Sea 
route if they chose to do so.” 

After the training torpedoes 
were fired, helicopters took gear 
and personnel to the location 
where the weapons were expect¬ 
ed to run out of fuel, the Navy 
said. Each torpedo also had a 
homing device. 

Teams of three to four divers 
drilled a series of holes in the ice 
big enough for entry, as well as a 
hole large enough for a torpedo to 
be pulled out by helicopter. 

The torpedoes possess “posi¬ 
tive buoyancy,” meaning they 
were built to float toward the sur¬ 
face of the water near the bottom 
of the ice. 

“Once we know the location 
of the torpedo and drill holes, 
our divers slip into the water to 



Photos by Daniel HiNTON/Courtesy of the U.S. Navy 


Members of Ice Camp Skate recover a torpedo from the Arctic 
Ocean during Ice Exercise 2018 on Friday. 


The primary objective 
of this year’s ICEX is 
to test new under-ice 
weapons systems and 
validate tactics for 
weapon employment. * 

Ryan Dropek 

Naval Undersea Warfare Center 


begin placing weights on a line 
attached to the tail end of the tor¬ 
pedo,” Chief Warrant Officer Mi¬ 
chael Johnson, officer-in-charge 
of MDSU-2 divers, said in the 
Navy statement. “The weights 
help shift the torpedo from a state 
of positive buoyancy to neutral 
buoyancy under the ice.” 

In neutral buoyancy, the torpe¬ 
does reached density equilibrium 
with water, a state where they 
neither floated up nor sank. 

Divers then placed brackets 
with cables to the top and bottom 
of the torpedoes, and a helicopter 
pulled them out of the ice hole. 

The divers were also essential 
in helping build two runways for 
the training camp, the Navy said. 

The divers trained for the 
Arctic exercise during the Coast 
Guard’s two-week Cold Water Ice 
Diving course in Seattle. 

During the course, they dove in 
Loc de Roc, British Columbia, at 
a 5,000-foot elevation to replicate 
some of the stresses they would 
feel in the Arctic. 

MDSU-2 and UCT-1 are home- 
ported at Joint Expeditionary 
Base Little Creek-Fort Story in 
Norfolk, Va. 

olson.wyatt@stripes.com 
Twitter: @WyattWOIson 



A helicopter lifts a torpedo 
through a hole in the Arctic ice 
Friday during Ice Exercise 2018. 


Pets: Troops serving in other 
countries have more options 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

Fake said the military commu¬ 
nity of some 7,000 people on the 
Pacific island doesn’t have the 
option of using Air Mobility Com¬ 
mand rotator flights, which don’t 
serve Guam. 

While Fake said her family 
isn’t facing an immediate move, 
“many of the people I know are in 
panic mode.” 

There are foreign airlines that 
fly to Japan and South Korea 
from Guam, where families could 
then fly to the United States. It 
remained unclear Wednesday 
whether servicemembers would 
be allowed to reroute their orders 
to those countries, even if they 
paid out of pocket for an addition¬ 
al flight, or whether additional 
quarantine measures for pets 
would apply. Spouses told Stars 
and Stripes that United was the 
only option they were given dur¬ 
ing moving briefings. 

Fake said the only response 
from military officials on Guam 
thus far was a message posted 
Tuesday on the Andersen Pas¬ 
senger Terminal Facebook page 
which says there are currently 
no options for servicemembers to 
ship their pets. 

“In light of the recent decision 
by United Airlines to suspend 
bookings for pets, we have begun 
to receive phone calls regarding 
the shipping of pets” on Defense 
Department aircraft “and would 
like to help answer any questions 
regarding the shipping of pets,” 
the statement said. 

Pets can be shipped only on 
AMC contracted missions, such 
as the Patriot Express, according 
to an Andersen statement. 

“Unfortunately, we do not have 
commercially contracted pas¬ 
senger missions out of Andersen 
and are unable to ship pets at this 
time.” 

In Germany, Patriot Express 
flights move through Ramstein 


Air Base to and from the States. 
A limited number of pet ac¬ 
commodations are available on 
those flights. Military families 
in Germany may also ship pets 
via Lufthansa, an airline agent 
said Wednesday. Defense De¬ 
partment personnel in Japan and 
South Korea, along with other na¬ 
tions, also have additional carrier 
options. 

The suspension does not af¬ 
fect pets that travel in the cabin. 
They must be able to fit in a car¬ 
rier under the seat. Service ani¬ 
mals continue to be allowed in the 
cabin. 

United said it would honor res¬ 
ervations confirmed as of March 
20 for PetSafe, its program for 
pets traveling in cargo, the air¬ 
line said Tuesday. 

“We are taking this voluntary 
action to conduct a thorough and 
systematic review of our PetSafe 
program and make improvements 
that will ensure the best possible 
experience for our customers 
and their pets,” United said in 
statement posted on its website 
Tuesday. 

The airline said it would com¬ 
plete the review by May 1. 

The decision to suspend the pet 
travel program comes after three 
dogs were loaded on the wrong 
planes last week, including one 
that wound up in Japan instead of 
Kansas. A fourth pet, a 10-month- 
old French bulldog, died in an 
overhead bin during a flight from 
Houston to New York. 

The latest incidents follow a 
year in which 1.3 out of every 
10,000 animals transported by 
United in cargo holds died, the 
Chicago Tribune reported, citing 
the Transportation Department. 
That compares with 0.47 out of 
every 10,000 across all airlines 
that reported data. 

svan.iennifer@stripes.com 


Servicemember dies in noncombat incident in Iraq 


Stars and Stripes 

A servicemember supporting 
anti-Islamic State forces died in 
Iraq on Wednesday in a noncom¬ 
bat incident, the U.S.-led military 
coalition in Iraq said. 

The servicemember’s name 
and nationality have not been re¬ 
leased, nor have the circumstanc¬ 
es of the death. The information 
will be released “at the discretion 
of pertinent national authorities,” 


according to a statement from 
Operation Inherent Resolve. 

The incident is under 
investigation. 

The death is the coalition’s 11th 
fatality this year, all from non¬ 
combat incidents. 

Most of those deaths occurred 
on March 15, when seven Air 
Force personnel were killed in a 
helicopter crash in western Iraq 
near the Syrian border. 
news@stripes.com 


Dr. med. Peter v. Seek 
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Austin bomb suspect blows himself up 



Eric Gay/AP 

Officials investigate the scene in Round Rock, Texas, on Wednesday where a suspect in a series of bombing attacks in Austin blew himself 
up as authorities closed in. 


By Jim Vertuno 

Associated Press 

ROUND ROCK, Texas — The 
suspect in the deadly bomb¬ 
ings that terrorized Austin 
blew himself up early Wednes¬ 
day as authorities closed in on 
him, bringing a grisly end to a 
three-week manhunt. But police 
warned that more bombs could 
be out there. 

The suspect’s motive remained 
a mystery, along with whether he 
acted alone in the five bombings 
in the Texas capital and suburban 
San Antonio that killed two peo¬ 
ple and wounded four others. 

Police ze¬ 
roed in on 
the 24-year- 
old man in 
the last 24 to 
36 hours and 
located his 
vehicle at a 
hotel on In¬ 
terstate 35 in 
the suburb of 
Round Rock. 

Conditt Officers 

were waiting 
for armored vehicles to arrive be¬ 
fore moving in for an arrest when 
his vehicle began to drive away, 
Austin Police Chief Brian Man- 
ley said at a news conference. 

Authorities followed the vehi¬ 
cle, which ran into a ditch on the 
side of the road, he said. 

When members of the SWAT 
team approached, the suspect 
detonated an explosive device in¬ 
side the vehicle, the police chief 
said. The blast knocked one of¬ 
ficer back, and a second officer 
fired his weapon, Manley said. 

A law enforcement official 
identified the dead man as Mark 
Anthony Conditt. The official, 
who has been briefed on the in¬ 
vestigation, spoke to The Asso¬ 
ciated Press on the condition of 
anonymity because the official 


was not authorized to discuss the 
case publicly. 

Authorities released few de¬ 
tails about the suspect except 
his age and that he was white. 
Online postings indicate he was 
home-schooled. He later attended 
Austin Community College from 
2010 to 2012, according to a col¬ 
lege spokeswoman, but he did not 
graduate. 

A blogger who identified him¬ 
self as Mark Conditt, of Pfluger- 
ville, described his interests as 
cycling, tennis and listening to 
music. In blogs dated from 2012, 
he wrote that gay marriage 
should be illegal and called for 
the elimination of sex offender 
registrations. 

The mayor of Pflugerville, an 
Austin suburb not far from the 


site of the first of four bombings, 
said the suspect lived in his city, 
just two blocks from his house. 

Pflugerville resident Jay Schul¬ 
ze said he was jogging Tuesday 
night when he was stopped by 
police and asked about the bomb¬ 
ings. He said police flew drones 
over a home for about six hours 
between Tuesday evening and 
early Wednesday morning. 

He described the home over 
which the drones were flying as 
“a weird house with a lot of peo¬ 
ple coming and going” and a bit 
rundown. 

Austin was hit with four pack¬ 
age bombings starting on March 
2. A fifth parcel bomb went off 
early Tuesday at a FedEx distri¬ 
bution center near San Antonio. 

Citing a high-ranking law en¬ 


forcement official, the Austin 
American-Statesman reported 
that authorities had identified the 
suspect based largely on infor¬ 
mation, including security video, 
gleaned after he sent an explo¬ 
sive device from an Austin-area 
FedEx store. 

Police warned Wednesday of 
the possibility that more bombs 
had yet to be found. 

“We don’t know where this sus¬ 
pect has spent his last 24 hours, 
and therefore we still need to re¬ 
main vigilant to ensure that no 
other packages or devices have 
been left to the community,” 
Manley said. 

Fred Milanowski, an agent 
with the U.S. Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explo¬ 
sives, said it was “hard to say” if 


the bombing suspect had acted 
alone. 

“What we do know is we believe 
the same person built each one of 
these devices,” said Milanowski, 
the agent in charge of the Hous¬ 
ton division of the ATF. 

Asked if the suspect built 
bombs before the Austin attacks, 
Milanowski said: “We know when 
he bought some of the compo¬ 
nents. It’s hard to say whether he 
was building along the way.” 

Austin Mayor Steve Adler 
thanked law enforcement for 
their work in bringing down the 
suspect and urged residents to 
continue to report anything that 
appeared suspicious or out of 
place. 



Senators grill Homeland chiefs on election security 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — With the 
2018 elections already under¬ 
way, senators chided the current 
and former secretaries of Home¬ 
land Security on Wednesday for 
not more strongly warning the 
American public about past Rus¬ 
sian intrusions in state election 
systems and for a lack of urgency 
to protect balloting this year. 

Kirstjen Nielsen, President 
Donald Trump’s secretary of 
Homeland Security, testified 
alongside Jeh Johnson, secre¬ 
tary under former President 
Barack Obama, as the Senate 
intelligence committee launched 
an effort to protect the country’s 
election security after Russian 
agents targeted election sys¬ 
tems in 21 states ahead of the 
2016 general election. There’s 
no evidence that any hack in the 
November 2016 election affected 
election results, but the attempts 
rattled state election officials 
and prompted the federal gov¬ 


ernment and states to examine 
the way votes are counted. 

Senators on the panel have 
criticized both administrations 
for not moving quickly enough 
to stem the Russian threat, and 
continued to do so at the hear¬ 
ing. Maine Sen. Susan Col¬ 
lins, a Republican, critiqued 
Nielsen’s opening statement, 
which described a series of ef¬ 
forts the department had already 
announced. 

“I hear no sense of urgency to 
really get on top of this issue,” 
Collins said, noting that “we are 
already in an election year.” 

Collins noted that many state 
election officials have remained 
without security clearances, 
making it harder for the depart¬ 
ment to share information with 
them. 

To speed up communications 
and intelligence sharing, the de¬ 
partment has been working to 
grant security clearances to up 
to three election officials in each 


state. Nielsen said Wednesday 
that just 20 of those officials have 
been granted full clearances. 

Communication and intel¬ 
ligence sharing by the federal 
government has been a key con¬ 
cern among state and local elec¬ 
tion officials. Those officials 
complained that it took the fed¬ 
eral government nearly a year to 
inform them whether their states 
had been targeted by Russian 
hackers. 

Collins, who has introduced 
legislation with other members 
of the committee to improve elec¬ 
tion cybersecurity, also pressed 
Johnson, asking if he should have 
issued stronger warnings in 2016 
as it became clear that Russians 
were trying to intrude into the 
systems. 

Johnson defended the way he 
alerted state and local election 
officials, noting that in the late 
summer and fall of 2016 he was 
repeatedly issuing public warn¬ 
ings for those officials to get cy¬ 


bersecurity assistance from the 
department. 

“We were beating the drum 
pretty hard,” Johnson said. 

California Sen. Dianne Fein- 
stein, a Democrat, also lambast¬ 
ed the Obama administration’s 
response, saying it was not suf¬ 
ficient to warn the public “in any 
way, shape or form.” 

The hearing follows a Tues¬ 
day news conference in which 
committee members from both 
parties said government efforts 
to protect state and local elec¬ 
tions from Russian cyberattacks 
haven’t gone far enough. Fed¬ 
eral warnings last time did not 
provide enough information to 
state election officials or in some 
cases go to the right people, the 
senators said, though they reiter¬ 
ated that there was no evidence 
votes were changed. 

Top U.S. intelligence officials 
have said they’ve seen indica¬ 
tions Russian agents are pre¬ 
paring a new round of election 



Kirstjen Nielsen 


interference this year. 

The committee is recommend¬ 
ing that states make sure voting 
machines have paper audit trails 
and aren’t capable of being con¬ 
nected to the internet. Senators 
also are pushing for better com¬ 
munication among the various 
U.S. intelligence agencies and 
federal, state and local govern¬ 
ments about cyberthreats and 
vulnerabilities in computer 
systems. 
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Support voiced for a 
new VA education, 
employment division 


Officer's response praised 
in quick end to shooting 


By Nikki Wentling 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON—Anorganiza- 
tion representing student veterans 
went to Capitol Hill on Tuesday to 
urge the creation of a new division 
within the Department of Veter¬ 
ans Affairs dedicated to veterans’ 
education and employment, along 
with a new senior administration 
official to lead it. 

Student Veterans of America 
argued that VA economic op¬ 
portunity programs, such as 
home loan guaranty and educa¬ 
tion assistance, are buried in the 
agency’s bureaucracy. A separate 
division would give the initiatives 
more prominence and potentially 
help ease the stress of transition¬ 
ing from the military, said SVA 
Vice President Will Hubbard. 

“A tragically elastic narrative 
exists around veterans as either 
broken or damaged,” he said. 
“In reality, the vast majority of 
veterans are like many other 
Americans—hard-working, com¬ 
munity-oriented neighbors who 
want the best for their children.” 

Hubbard said the new VA di¬ 
vision could “empower veterans 
to be successful as they transi¬ 
tion, through improved education 
programs, better employment 
opportunities.” 

The VA comprises three ad¬ 


ministrations — benefits, health 
and cemeteries — each with its 
own undersecretary. Education, 
employment, transition and home 
ownership programs are now part 
of the Veterans Benefits Adminis¬ 
tration. SVA proposes separating 
those responsibilities into a new 
Veterans Economic Opportunity 
Administration and creating a 
new undersecretary position, 
which would have to be filled with 
someone nominated by President 
Donald Trump and confirmed by 
the Senate. 

Hubbard proposed the idea 
Tuesday afternoon to a subcom¬ 
mittee hearing of the House Com¬ 
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs. At the 
hearing, two other large veterans 
organizations — the Tragedy As¬ 
sistance Program for Survivors 
and the American Legion — gave 
their support to the idea. 

“As the demands of the veteran 
population changes, so must the 
agency that helps ensures their 
success,” said John Kamin, a 
member of the American Legion. 
“The American Legion believes 
the time is right to consolidate 
the VA’s economic opportunity 
programs under an undersec¬ 
retary for veterans’ economic 
opportunity.” 

wentling.nikki@stripes.com 
Twitter: @nikkiwentling 


By Matthew Barakat and Jesse J. Holland 

Associated Press 

GREAT MILLS, Md. — In the latest school shoot¬ 
ing in America, the gunfire was over and done with 
in less than a minute. 

This time, the shooter, a 17-year-old student, 
was killed. Authorities said a 16-year-old girl who 
had some type of relationship with the shooter was 
critically injured and a 14-year-old boy also was 
wounded. 

The school resource officer who responded inside 
of 60 seconds and fired off a shot at the attacker was 
praised as a hero. 

The violence erupted as classes were beginning 
Tuesday at Great Mills High School in southern 
Maryland in a community where many families 
have military ties, with parents working at the 
Patuxent River Naval Air Station or Andrews Air 
Force Base. 

It came a month after 17 people were killed at a 
Florida high school and intensified calls for Con¬ 
gress to act on gun violence at schools. 

It wasn’t immediately clear in Tuesday’s attack 
whether the shooter — identified as Austin Rollins, 
a student at Great Mills — took his own life or was 
killed by the officer’s bullet, nor was it clear how the 
14-year-old boy was wounded, St. Mary’s County 
Sheriff Tim Cameron said. But the sheriff credited 
the officer with preventing any more loss of life. 

The officer, Deputy 1st Class Blaine Gaskill, a six- 
year veteran with SWAT team training working his 
first year inside the high school, responded quickly, 
Cameron said. 

Within a minute after Rollins fired his first shot, 
Gaskill had responded and fired a shot of his own. 


Cameron said Gaskill fired his 
weapon simultaneously with 
a final shot fired by Rollins. 
Cameron said he did not know 
whether Rollins was intending 
to shoot himself or Gaskins, 
who was unharmed. 

“He had to cover significant 
ground,” Cameron said of Gas- 
kill’s response. “The premise is 
simple: You go to the sound of 
gunfire.” 

Authorities didn’t release a 
motive, but said they believe 
the girl and Rollins previously 
had a relationship. 

Police did not identify the 
victims, but the family of Jae- 
lynn Willey, 16, a sophomore at 
Great Mills, confirmed she had 
been shot. 

Politicians responded swiftly 
with calls to change laws and 
policies. 

“We sympathize. We empa¬ 
thize. We have moments of silence. But we don’t 
have action,” said the No. 2 U.S. House Democrat, 
Steny Hoyer, who represents the area in Congress. 
“Wringing our hands is not enough.” 

In this case, it appeared Rollins possessed the gun 
illegally. In Maryland, a person must be 21 to pos¬ 
sess a handgun, unless carrying one is required for 
employment. It’s unclear how Rollins obtained the 
weapon. 

Attempts to reach his family were unsuccessful. 

This weekend, students across the country plan 
an anti-gun violence march on the nation’s capital. 



Willey 


Officer charged in shooting of Australian woman who called 911 


Associated Press 

MINNEAPOLIS — A Minne¬ 
apolis police officer was charged 
Tuesday with murder and man¬ 
slaughter in the fatal shooting of 
an unarmed Australian woman in 
July minutes after she called 911 
to report a possible sexual assault 
behind her home. 

Officer Mohamed Noor turned 


himself in after a warrant was is¬ 
sued for his arrest. He shot Justine 
Ruszczyk Damond, a 40-year-old 
life coach, on July 15. Damond’s 
death drew international atten¬ 
tion, cost the police chief her job 
and forced major revisions to 
the department’s policy on body 
cameras. 

Hennepin County Attorney 
Mike Freeman said the law 


makes it difficult to charge police 
officers unless they are “unac¬ 
ceptably reckless.” 

But he added, “Clearly Officer 
Noor violated the rules and de¬ 
serves to be charged.” 

Noor is charged with third-de¬ 
gree murder “for perpetrating 
an eminently dangerous act” and 
with second-degree manslaughter 
for “culpable negligence creating 


unreasonable risk.” The murder 
charge is for a death caused with¬ 
out intent. 

Noor, who had been on paid 
leave since the shooting, was fired 
from the police force Tuesday. 

Noor’s partner the night of the 
shooting, Matthew Harrity, told in¬ 
vestigators that he was startled by 
a thump on the back of the squad 
car, heard a voice and glimpsed a 


person’s head and shoulders out¬ 
side his window. He said he drew 
his gun and held it by his ribcage 
pointing downward. 

The complaint said Harrity then 
heard a sound like a light bulb 
breaking, saw a flash and looked to 
his right to see Noor with his arm 
extended. He then looked out his 
window and saw Damond with a 
gunshot wound in her abdomen. 
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Another round 
of snow, winds 
hits Northeast 



Damian Dovarganes/AP 


Andrew Joos-Visconti places sandbags to protect his property from upcoming rains in the Sun Valley 
area of Los Angeles on Tuesday. Authorities ordered tens of thousands of people to flee their homes as 
a powerful storm headed toward California. 

Calif, residents leaving homes 
ahead of coming Pacific storm 


By Kristen De Groot 
and Wayne Parry 

Associated. Press 

PHILADELPHIA — A spring 
nor’easter targeted the Northeast 
on Wednesday with strong winds 
and a foot or more of snow expect¬ 
ed in some parts of the region. 

Airlines canceled flights and 
schools canceled classes ahead of 
the fourth mqjor storm in three 
weeks. 

Conditions were calm in most 
areas early Wednesday, but fore¬ 
casters said the storm was ex¬ 
pected to kick into high gear by 
early afternoon. 

“I didn’t think I’d still need to 
keep storm stuff in my car in late 
March, but what are you going 
to do?” Wilson Collins said as he 
prepared to leave his Toms River, 
N.J., home Wednesday morning, 
checking his trunk to make sure 
he had a shovel, a blanket and 
other emergency items. 

“I’m hoping most of the snow 
will accumulate just on the grass, 
but the roads will be a mess no 
matter what. I just hope this is fi¬ 
nally it.” 

Residents were being urged to 
stay home and off the roads, if 
possible, on Wednesday so crews 
could work to keep streets clear. 

Landscaping crews along the 
New Jersey coast tended to shrubs 
and plants at oceanfront homes, 
then packed up their garden tools 
to get ready to plow. Shore towns 
positioned bulldozers, front-end 
loaders and other heavy equip¬ 
ment to deal with beach erosion. 

The bulk of the snow and sleet 
was expected to pound New Jer¬ 
sey, Maryland, Delaware and 
parts of eastern Pennsylvania on 
Wednesday before heading to¬ 
ward Cape Cod early Thursday. 

Widespread power outages 


were possible with gusts blowing 
up to 35 mph. 

In Philadelphia, where wind- 
whipped snow fell on Tuesday, 
restaurant server Katy Halbeisen 
called the early spring storm 
“pretty lame.” 

“Yesterday I was walking 
around and saw little birds tak¬ 
ing a bath 
and it looked 
like they 
were think¬ 
ing it would 
be spring. So 
I feel bad for 
those little 
birds,” she 
said. 

Dog walker 
Emily DiFi- 
glia said she 
was done with 
winter. 

“I’moutside 
all day long. 
So having the 
weather con¬ 
stantly fluc¬ 
tuating has 
driven me a 
little mad,” 
she said on 
Philadel¬ 
phia’s South 
Street. 

“Moth¬ 
er Nature, 
let’s get 
some warm 

weather!” 

The flight-tracking site Flight- 
Aware reported more than 
3,000 canceled flights across the 
U.S. on Wednesday, most in the 
Northeast. 

On the ground, Amtrak scaled 
back service on the Northeast 
corridor and some states banned 
certain types of trucks from 
major highways. 


By Amanda Lee Myers 
and John Antczak 

Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES — When sher¬ 
iff’s deputies told Kristine Sper¬ 
ling and her family they should 
evacuate their Southern Califor¬ 
nia home because of an approach¬ 
ing storm in January, they didn’t 
listen. 

Sperling thought she, her hus¬ 
band and their 11-year-old daugh¬ 
ter would be perfectly safe. But 
the storm unleashed mudslides 
that inundated hundreds of homes 
in their community of Montecito 
and killed 21 people, including a 
dear family friend. 

Now the Sperlings don’t ques¬ 
tion evacuation orders. They just 
go- 

“It’s a matter of life and death,” 
Sperling said from Santa Barba¬ 
ra, where her family was staying 
with good friends after evacuat¬ 
ing Tuesday ahead of a powerful 
Pacific storm that’s likely to be 
the worst this winter for parts of 
the state. 


The storm, a so-called atmo¬ 
spheric river, began moving into 
central and southern parts of 
California on Tuesday, dropping 
rain as communities besieged by 
wildfires and mudslides braced 
for the worst. 

The Sperlings’ home wasn’t 
damaged by January’s mudslides 
but the family needed to be res¬ 
cued after losing electricity, gas 
and water, and all the roads out of 
town were destroyed. 

“We’re just not willing to take 
that kind of chance anymore,” 
Sperling, 48, said. “What hap¬ 
pened in January was just all of 
our worst nightmares.” 

Between a quarter and a third 
of an inch of rain was recorded 
throughout San Luis Obispo and 
Santa Barbara counties through 
Tuesday evening. Trace amounts 
had begun to fall in some parts of 
Los Angeles County. 

The worst of the storm is ex¬ 
pected midday Wednesday 
through Thursday, bringing 2- 
5 inches of rain to coastal areas 
and valleys, and 5-10 inches in 


foothills and mountains. 

“Everybody’s clenched a bit 
waiting,” said Kathy Hoxsie, a 
meteorologist with the National 
Weather Service. 

Hoxsie said there’s also poten¬ 
tial for isolated thunderstorms, 
which can dump large amounts of 
water over short periods of time. 
“That gets everybody more con¬ 
cerned,” she said. 

The Sperlings are among tens 
of thousands of people in Santa 
Barbara and Ventura counties 
who’ve been ordered to flee their 
homes as the storm approached. 
Los Angeles County authorities 
put thousands more on notice late 
Tuesday to be ready to evacuate 
from neighborhoods in the foot¬ 
hills of the San Gabriel Moun¬ 
tains, which have also been badly 
hit by wildfires. 

Many residents in Santa Barba¬ 
ra and Ventura counties have faced 
repeated evacuations or advisories 
since December, when a wind- 
driven fire grew into the largest in 
state history and destroyed more 
than 1,000 buildings. 


Yesterday 
I was 
walking 
around 
and saw 
little birds 
taking a 
bath and it 
looked like 
they were 
thinking 
it would 
be spring. 
So I feel 
bad for 
those little 
birds . f 

Katy 

Halbeisen 

Philadelphia 
restaurant server 


Teacher fired over anti-military rant 


Staff and wire reports 

A California school board voted 
unanimously Tuesday to fire high 
school teacher Gregory Salcido, 
whose rant about the military 
went viral after it was recorded 
by a student in his classroom. 

Board of Education President 
Aurora Villon told The Los Ange¬ 
les Times that Salcido has 30 days 
to appeal the El Rancho Unified 
school board’s decision. 

“The classroom should never 
be a place where students feel 
that they are picked at, bullied, 
intimidated,” she said. 

After the announcement, Sal¬ 
cido said in a text message to 


the Whittier Daily News that it 
“would not be appropriate to com¬ 
ment until I am officially notified 
of a decision by the district.” 

Salcido has been on leave from 
El Rancho High School in Pico 
Rivera after a video was circulat¬ 
ed on social media of him in the 
classroom urging a 17-year-old 
student who was wearing a U.S. 
Marine Corps sweatshirt not to 
join the military. 

“They’re not like high-level 
thinkers, they’re not academic 
people, they’re not intellectual 
people; they’re the frickin’ low¬ 
est of our low,” Salcido said in the 
recording. 


The video drew widespread 
criticism. White House Chief of 
Staff John F. Kelly, a retired Ma¬ 
rine general, said on Fox News 
Radio, “Well, I think the guy 
ought to go to hell. I just hope he 
enjoys the liberties and the life¬ 
styles that we fought for.” 

During a Pico Rivera City 
Council meeting last month, Sal¬ 
cido elaborated on his comments. 

“I don’t think it’s all a revelation 
to anybody that those who aren’t 
stellar students usually find the 
military a better option ... that’s 
not a criticism of anybody. Any¬ 
thing I said had nothing to do with 
their moral character,” he said. 


Groups applaud San Francisco's new fur ban 


SAN FRANCISCO — San 
Francisco supervisors voted 
unanimously to ban the sale 
of fur, further burnishing the 
city’s animal-loving credentials 
as it becomes the largest U.S. 
city to approve the prohibition. 

Animal welfare advocates 
around the world cheered news 
of Tuesday’s vote, applauding 
the city for its compassion and 
hoping that the legislation will 
catch on. 

The ban takes effect Jan. 1 
and applies to apparel and ac¬ 
cessories featuring real fur, 
including coats, key chains and 
gloves. An amendment added 
Tuesday allows furriers and 


other retailers to sell current 
inventory until Jan. 1, 2020. 

Wayne Hsiung, co-founder of 
animal rights network Direct 
Action Everywhere, said in a 
statement that “this historic 
act will usher in a new wave of 
animal rights legislation across 
the globe.” 

Retailers in San Francisco, 
however, balked at what they 
called another social mandate 
at the cost of their ability to 
make a living. 

“It should be a citywide pub¬ 
lic vote; it shouldn’t be decided 
by the Board of Supervisors,” 
said Skip Pas, chief executive 
officer of West Coast Leather. 
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Abortion opponents cheer outside the Supreme Court in Washington 
on Tuesday as the court hears arguments in a fight over California’s 
attempt to regulate anti-abortion crisis pregnancy centers. 

High court skeptical 
of California crisis 
pregnancy center law 

By Mark Sherman 

Associated. Press 


Lawmakers look to finalize 
spending bill before deadline 

a generous 10 percent increase 


WASHINGTON — The Su¬ 
preme Court seems likely to 
strike down a California law that 
mainly regulates anti-abortion 
crisis pregnancy centers. 

Both conservative and liberal 
justices voiced skepticism Tues¬ 
day about the law that requires 
the centers to tell clients about 
the availability of contraception, 
abortion and pre-natal care, at 
little or no cost. Centers that are 
unlicensed also must post a sign 
that says so. 

The centers say they are being 
singled out and forced to deliver 
a message with which they dis¬ 
agree. California says the law is 
needed to let poor women know 
all their options. 

Similar laws also are being chal¬ 
lenged in Hawaii and Illinois. 

At different points in the ar¬ 
guments, liberal Justices Elena 
Kagan and Sonia Sotomayor said 
they were troubled by aspects of 
the California law. 

Kagan said it seemed that the 
state had “gerrymandered” the 
law, a term usually used in the 
context of redistricting, to target 
the anti-abortion centers. Soto¬ 
mayor said there was at least one 
instance dealing with unlicensed 
centers that seemed “burden¬ 
some and wrong.” 

Justice Samuel Alito, a likely 
vote for the centers, said the state’s 
criteria about which centers are 
covered by the law seemed to 
take only “pro-life clinics.” 

“When you put all this together, 
you get a very suspicious pattern,” 
Alito said. 

The outcome also could affect 
laws in other states that seek to 
regulate doctors’ speech. 

In Louisiana, Texas and Wis¬ 
consin, doctors must display a 
sonogram and describe the fetus 
to most pregnant women consid¬ 
ering an abortion, according to 
the Guttmacher Institute, which 
supports abortion rights. Simi¬ 
lar laws have been blocked in 


Kentucky, North Carolina and 
Oklahoma. 

Doctors’ speech has also been 
an issue in nonabortion cases. A 
federal appeals court struck down 
parts of a 2011 Florida law that 
sought to prohibit doctors from 
talking about gun safety with 
their patients. Under the law, doc¬ 
tors faced fines and the possible 
loss of their medical licenses for 
discussing guns with patients. 

In another lawsuit over regu¬ 
lating crisis pregnancy centers, 
a federal appeals court in New 
York struck down parts of a New 
York City ordinance, although it 
upheld the requirement for un¬ 
licensed centers to say that they 
lack a license. 

The court has previously up¬ 
held requirements that doctors in 
abortion clinics must tell patients 
about alternatives to abortion. 

“If a pro-life state can tell a doc¬ 
tor you have to tell people about 
adoption, why can’t a pro-choice 
state say you have to tell people 
about an abortion?” Justice Ste¬ 
phen Breyer asked Michael Far¬ 
ris, representing the centers. 

Farris replied that the Supreme 
Court has recognized that doctors 
must obtain a patient’s informed 
consent about the risks and alter¬ 
natives of medical procedures, 
including abortions. 

The abortion rights group 
NARAL Pro-Choice California 
was a prime sponsor of the Cali¬ 
fornia law. NARAL contends that 
the centers mislead women about 
their options and try to pressure 
them to forgo abortion. Estimates 
of the number of crisis pregnancy 
centers in the U.S. run from 2,500 
to more than 4,000, compared 
with fewer than 1,500 abortion 
providers, women’s rights groups 
said in a Supreme Court filing. 

California’s law was chal¬ 
lenged by the National Institute 
of Family and Life Advocates, 
an organization with ties to 1,500 
pregnancy centers nationwide 
and 140 in California. 


By Andrew Taylor 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Talks over 
a $1.3 trillion government spend¬ 
ing bill are almost complete as 
the White House and Capitol Hill 
Democrats ironed out deals on a 
first round of funding for Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump’s U.S.-Mexi- 
co border wall. 

Congressional aides said early 
Wednesday that Trump would 
win $1.6 billion for border securi¬ 
ty, including technology and con¬ 
structing older wall designs, but 
would be denied a more recent, 
far larger $25 billion request for 
multiyear funding for the wall 
project. 

Negotiators planned to offi¬ 
cially unveil the massive gov¬ 
ernmentwide spending bill later 
Wednesday in hopes of pass¬ 
ing it before a Friday midnight 
deadline to avoid a government 
shutdown. A temporary funding 
bill to keep operations going this 
weekend might be required. 

The bill would give Trump a 
huge budget increase for the mili¬ 
tary, while Democrats would ce¬ 
ment wins on infrastructure and 
other domestic programs that 
they failed to get under President 
Barack Obama. 

The aides required anonymity 
because the agreement is not yet 
public. 
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Battles over budget priorities 
in the huge bill were all settled, 
while a handful of nonbudget is¬ 
sues remained, including a GOP 
effort to fix a poorly drafted sec¬ 
tion of the recent tax cut law that 
is harming Midwestern grain 
companies. 

Another fight, resolved in 
Trump’s favor, would remove an 
earmark for a rail tunnel under 
the Hudson River that’s a top pri¬ 
ority of Trump’s most powerful 
Democratic rival, Senate Minori¬ 
ty Leader Chuck Schumer, D-N.Y. 
The project would remain eli¬ 
gible for funding but would have 
to compete with dozens of other 
rail and transit projects sought by 
other states. 

The measure on the table would 
provide major funding increases 
for the Pentagon — $80 billion 
over current limits — bringing 
the military budget to $700 billion 
and giving GOP defense hawks a 
long-sought victory. 

“We made a promise to the 
country that we would rebuild 
our military. Aging equipment, 
personnel shortages, training 
lapses, maintenance lapses — all 
of this has cost us,” said House 
Speaker Paul Ryan, R-Wis. “With 
this week’s critical funding bill 
we will begin to reverse that 
damage.” 

Domestic accounts would get 


on average as well, awarding 
Democrats the sort of spend¬ 
ing increases they sought but 
never secured during the Obama 
administration. 

Democrats touted almost $4 
billion to fight the nation’s opioid 
addiction epidemic. More than 
$2 billion would go to strengthen 
school safety through grants for 
training, security measures and 
treatment for the mentally ill. 
Medical research at the National 
Institutes of Health, a longstand¬ 
ing bipartisan priority, would re¬ 
ceive a record $3 billion increase 
to $37 billion. 

Agencies historically unpopu¬ 
lar with Republicans, such as the 
IRS, appear likely to get increas¬ 
es too, in part to prepare for im¬ 
plementation of the Republicans’ 
recently passed tax measure. The 
Environmental Protection Agen¬ 
cy, always a GOP target, may get 
a reprieve this year. 

Lawmakers agreed on the 
broad outlines of the budget plan 
last month after a standoff forced 
an overnight shutdown. The leg¬ 
islation implementing that deal 
is viewed as possibly one of few 
bills moving through Congress 
this year, making it a target for 
lawmakers and lobbyists seeking 
to attach their top priorities. 
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Trump ignores staff, congratulates Putin 


By Jonathan Lemire 

and Vladimir Isachenkov 

Associated. Press 

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump called Russian 
President Vladimir Putin to con¬ 
gratulate him on his re-election, 
drawing bruising criticism from 
members of his own party, includ¬ 
ing a leading senator who scorned 
the election as a “sham.” Trump 
also said he and Putin might meet 
“in the not too distant future” to 
discuss the arms race and other 
matters. 

What they didn’t discuss on Tues¬ 
day was noteworthy as well. Trump 
did not raise Russia’s meddling in 
the U.S. elections or its suspected 
involvement in the recent poison¬ 
ing of a former spy in Britain. 

Trump’s aides had warned him 
in an all-caps note to refrain from 
congratulating Putin, The Wash¬ 
ington Post reported. It said aides 
included a section in his brief¬ 
ing materials stating, “DO NOT 
CONGRATULATE.” 

It was unclear whether Trump, 
who prefers oral briefings, read 
the talking points prepared by his 


national security team before the 
call. 

Criticism came quickly. 

“An American president does not 
lead the free world by congratulat¬ 
ing dictators on winning sham 
elections,” said Sen. John McCain, 
R-Ariz., who chairs the Senate 
Armed Services Committee and 
has pressed the Trump adminis¬ 
tration to respond aggressively to 
Russia’s interference in the U.S. 
presidential election. 

Sen. Jeff Flake, of Arizona, a 
frequent Trump critic, called the 
president’s call “odd.” Senate Ma¬ 
jority Leader Mitch McConnell 
said Trump “can call whomever 
he chooses” but noted that calling 
Putin “wouldn’t have been high on 
my list.” 

At the State Department, spokes¬ 
woman Heather Nauert said it 
was “no surprise” that Putin was 
re-elected, commenting that some 
people were paid to turn out to vote 
and opposition leaders were intimi¬ 
dated or jailed. She also cited a pre¬ 
liminary report by the Organization 
for Security and Cooperation in Eu¬ 
rope that said Russia’s election took 
place in an overly controlled envi¬ 


ronment that lacked an even play¬ 
ing field for all contenders. 

Her comments were notably 
tougher on Russia than those com¬ 
ing from the White House. 

White House press secretary 
Sarah Huckabee Sanders defended 
Trump’s call, and noted that Presi¬ 
dent Barack Obama made a similar 
call at the time of Putin’s last elec¬ 
toral victory. 

“We don’t get to dictate how other 
countries operate,” Sanders said. 

The action and reaction fit a 
Trump White House pattern of 
declining to chide authoritarian re¬ 
gimes for undemocratic practices. 

Trump himself has long been re¬ 
luctant to publicly criticize Putin. 
He said that during their hoped-for 
meeting the two men would likely 
discuss Ukraine, Syria and North 
Korea, among other things. 

“I suspect that we’ll probably 
be meeting in the not too distant 
future to discuss the arms race, 
to discuss the arms race, which is 
getting out of control, but we will 
never allow anybody to have any¬ 
thing even close to what we have,” 
Trump said. 

Russia has received global con¬ 


demnation after Britain blamed 
Moscow for the recent nerve agent 
attack that sickened Sergei Skripal 
and his daughter. Russia has denied 
the accusation. 

Trump’s call came at a period of 
heightened tensions between the 
two nations after the White House 
imposed sanctions on Russia for its 
interference in the 2016 U.S. elec¬ 
tion and other “malicious cyberat¬ 
tacks.” Sanders insisted that the 
administration has scolded Putin at 
the appropriate times. 

“We’ve been very clear in the 
actions that we’ve taken that we’re 
going to be tough on Russia, partic¬ 
ularly when it comes to areas that 
we feel where they’ve stepped out 
of place.” 

The Kremlin said in a statement 
that Trump and Putin spoke about 
a need to “coordinate efforts to 
limit the arms race” and for closer 
cooperation on strategic stability 
and counterterrorism. 

“Special attention was given to 
considering the issue of a possible 
bilateral summit,” the Kremlin 
statement said. 

In addition, the two presidents 
expressed satisfaction with the 


apparent easing of tensions over 
North Korea’s weapons program, 
according to the Kremlin. 

No details were released about 
the timing or location of a possible 
meeting, which would be their third 
since Trump took office in January 
2017. They met on the sidelines of an 
international summit in Germany 
last summer and again more infor¬ 
mally at another gathering of world 
leaders in Vietnam in November. 

The presidents “agreed to de¬ 
velop further bilateral contacts, 
taking into account changes in the 
U.S. State Department,” the Krem¬ 
lin statement said in a reference to 
Trump’s decision to replace Secre¬ 
tary of State Rex Tillerson with CIA 
Director Mike Pompeo. Russia has 
repeatedly said it hoped for better 
ties with the U.S. under Trump. 

Putin received calls from a 
number of other foreign leaders, 
including French President Em¬ 
manuel Macron, Chinese President 
Xi Jinping, Japanese Prime Minis¬ 
ter Shinzo Abe and Indian Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi. Many 
others, including German Chancel¬ 
lor Angela Merkel, sent congratula¬ 
tory telegrams. 


Allegations from women 
in his past shadow Trump 


By Catherine Lucey 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The chorus of women 
from President Donald Trump’s past is getting 
louder. 

Accusations about Trump’s past sexual ex¬ 
ploits bubbled up on three fronts Tuesday, with 
two women pressing court cases and a pom ac¬ 
tress publicly needling the president. Trump has 
so far weathered the rising #MeToo movement, 
but the latest developments served as a fresh re¬ 
minder about the shadow thrown by questions 
about the thrice-married businessman’s past. 

In short order on Tuesday: 

■ A former Playboy model who claims she 
had an affair with Trump in 2006 filed a lawsuit 
in California seeking to invalidate a confidenti¬ 
ality agreement so she can discuss her alleged 
relationship. 

■ A New York City judge ruled that a defa¬ 
mation lawsuit by a former contestant on “The 
Apprentice” can move forward while Trump is 
in office. She has accused Trump of unwanted 
sexual contact. 

■ Pom actress Stormy Daniels and her law¬ 
yer continued their media campaign against 
Trump as she seeks to invalidate a nondisclo¬ 
sure agreement she signed days before the 2016 
presidential election so she can discuss their 
relationship. 

“People DO care that he lied about it, had me 
bullied, broke laws to cover it up, etc.,” Daniels 
tweeted. 

Trump has consistently denied accusations 
from all three women. He has previously called 
his accusers “liars” and has deemed such 
reports “made-up stuff.” But it was another 
distraction for a White House already contend¬ 
ing with a rash of high-level departures and a 
stalled legislative agenda. 

Some longtime allies questioned whether the 
accusations would have much impact. More 
than a dozen women came forward during the 
2016 campaign to say that Trump had harassed 
them or worse, many speaking out in the wake 
of the “Access Hollywood” tape in which he was 


heard bragging about groping women. Some of 
them spoke out again as the #MeToo movement 
took off. 

In the case of the Playboy model, Karen Mc- 
Dougal filed suit Tuesday in Los Angeles Coun¬ 
ty Superior Court against American Media Inc., 
the company that owns the supermarket tabloid 
National Enquirer. It had paid her $150,000 dur¬ 
ing the 2016 presidential election. The lawsuit 
alleges that McDougal was paid for the rights 
to her story of an affair, but the story never ran. 
It also alleges that Trump’s attorney, Michael 
Cohen, was secretly involved in her discussions 
with American Media. 

McDougal’s lawsuit was filed on the same day 
a New York judge sided with Summer Zervos, a 
2006 “Apprentice” contestant. She sued Trump 
after he dismissed as “fabricated” and “made- 
up” her claims of misconduct at a hotel in Bev¬ 
erly Hills, Calif., in 2007. Her lawsuit sought an 
apology and at least $2,914. 

In saying the suit can go forward, Judge Jen¬ 
nifer Schecter wrote, “No one is above the law.” 

Trump’s lawyers had argued the Constitu¬ 
tion immunized him from being sued in state 
court while he’s president and had said the case 
should at least be delayed until he’s out of of¬ 
fice. They said their position was supported by 
a long line of Supreme Court cases requiring 
courts to show deference to the president and 
his schedule. 

In 1997, the Supreme Court ruled that a sit¬ 
ting president was not immune from civil litiga¬ 
tion on something that happened before taking 
office and was unrelated to the office. The rul¬ 
ing came after Paula Jones filed a sexual ha¬ 
rassment lawsuit against President Bill Clinton. 
That case was dismissed by a judge, but was ap¬ 
pealed. The appeal was still pending when Clin¬ 
ton agreed to pay $850,000 to Jones to settle the 
case. He did not admit wrongdoing. 

Also Tuesday, an attorney for Daniels — her 
real name is Stephanie Clifford — tweeted what 
he described as a 2011 photo of Clifford taking a 
lie detector test during which she addressed her 
relationship with Trump. 



Stormy Daniels 

w:- 



Glenn Francis 


Karen McDougal 


President rails 
against sanctuary 
cities at meeting 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — President Donald Trump 
convened some of the nation’s top law enforce¬ 
ment officials Tuesday to rail against so-called 
sanctuary cities as he continues his crackdown 
on jurisdictions that flout federal immigration 
laws. 

He accused cities that fail to cooperate with 
immigration authorities of putting the nation at 
risk by releasing “thousands of criminal aliens” 
who should be deported. 

“In many cases they are very bad actors. We 
have gang members, we have predators, rap¬ 
ists, killers — a lot of bad people,” he said. 

Trump’s latest immigration salvos came as 
negotiators on Capitol Hill tried to hash out a 
governmentwide spending bill that appears in¬ 
creasingly unlikely to include big money for the 
president’s promised border wall. 

Trump and his Justice Department have 
stepped up their pressure campaign against ju¬ 
risdictions that resist federal immigration laws, 
threatening to deny them federal grant money. 
Earlier this month, the Justice Department 
sued California to try to overturn three of its 
immigration laws. 

The tough talk came as hopes dimmed for 
an effort to strike a compromise that would 
protect young “Dreamer” immigrants from 
deportation in exchange for funding Trump’s 
long-sought wall along the U.S.-Mexico border. 

At the White House, Trump continued to rail 
against Democrats, claiming the party’s priori¬ 
ty “is to protect criminals, not to do what’s right 
for our country.” 

Democrats, meanwhile, accuse the adminis¬ 
tration of terrorizing immigrant communities 
and indiscriminately apprehending immigrants 
living in the country illegally who haven’t com¬ 
mitted nonimmigration crimes. 

During the round table, Trump listened in¬ 
tently as members of Congress and state law 
enforcement officials railed against sanctuary 
policies. The term “sanctuary cities” gener¬ 
ally refers to places that have enacted policies 
friendly to people living in the U.S. illegally. 
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1 want to win a medal' 

Will Philadelphia’s next Joe Frazier be a young woman? 



By Tommy Rowan 
Philadelphia Inquirer 

PHILADELPHIA 
n a freckled slip of a girl barely 
5-foot-2, Natalie Dove’s white 
gloves look cartoonishly large, 
like super-puffed marshmallows. 
But as they slam into her father’s padded 
palms, sure and fierce, nobody at Philly’s 
Next Champ in Bustleton is laughing. 
Nobody would dare. 

WHOP. WHOP. WHOP. 

It’s late afternoon, and the basement gym 
is filling with testosterone, with the grunts 
of men and boys and the funk of sweat. The 
space is bookended by an MMA cage and a 
boxing ring—the square circle where Dove 
is both a fixture and a ceaseless curiosity. 

Waiting for his weekly jiu-jitsu lesson to 
start, Brian Brunell is transfixed. In a year 
of watching her grow as a counterpuncher 
with a punishing straight right, he has 
learned something. 

“I wouldn’t fight her,” said Brunell, 45. 
“And I have 150 pounds on her.” 

Just 16, Dove is a three-time winner of 
the prestigious National Women’s Gold¬ 
en Gloves, all at 101 pounds and in open 
competition against more experienced 
amateurs. In 2016, she fought her way onto 
Team USA — under the purview of the U.S. 
Olympic Committee — with a second-place 
finish at the USA Boxing National Champi¬ 
onships. Last year, Team USA ranked her 
the nation’s No. 1 amateur junior woman 
boxer in her weight class. 

“She’s a very hardworking, disciplined 
young lady,” said Matt Johnson, USA Box¬ 
ing’s director of high performance. “She 
has a lot of great potential. She’s still at a 
young age, but she’s shown a lot of progres¬ 
sion just over the last couple of years that 
we’ve had her on our radar.” 

To get this far, Dove has given up just 
about everything that makes American ad¬ 
olescence a wonderland, and she has filled 
in the empty spaces with six hours of train¬ 
ing a day. 

“I’m focused and I’m dedicated,” she 
said. “When I want something, I want it. 
And I don’t want anyone else to have that. 
I want that.” 

“That” would be Olympic gold, which she 


sees glinting in the not-too-distant future. 
Her elders advise her not to rush, to wait 
until she has matured as a contender, be¬ 
yond her 21-6 record. But Dove has set her 
sights on “2020 and 2024,” she said. “I want 
at least two gold medals.” 

No female boxer from Philadelphia has 
even one. The hometown men have four, be¬ 
ginning with Joe Frazier at the 1964 sum¬ 
mer games in Tokyo. 

On a wall at Next Champ is a plaque with 
three photos of 1960 gold medalist Muham¬ 
mad Ali, commemorating his later legend¬ 
ary victories over Sonny Liston, George 
Foreman and Smokin’ Joe. Below are the 
words, “Float like a butterfly, sting like a 
bee.” 

She’s not a butterfly or a bee, yet. But she 
fights like no Dove you’ve ever seen. 

‘She’s got something’ 

One day when Natalie Dove was 11, her 
grandfather, on babysitting duty, picked her 
up from school. But instead of depositing 
her at home, Hector Rios walked her into 
the Front Street Gym in Kensington for his 
idea of fun. 

An amateur fighter back when, Rios 
started her on the jump rope. A natural, she 
wasn’t. 

“I was a little chubby,” Dove recalled. “I 
just couldn’t do it right. Sometimes, I would 
spend days jumping rope.” 

Eventually, she graduated to the speed 
bag. “That took a whole month just to get it 
down,” she said. “I was like, ‘I don’t get this. 
It’s frustrating.’” 

But Rios, who died recently, saw some¬ 
thing and started bugging her mother, Elsie 
Echevarria, to get her lessons. They landed 
at Next Champ. 

At first, Echevarria was hesitant to have 
her only daughter fighting. Then again, “she 
is good,” her mother reasoned. “And they 
are giving her the tools to defend herself, so 
why not? I can’t hold her back.” 

Her first real bout was at the gym in June 
2014, when she was 12. After she won, her 
mother asked her, “How far do you want to 
take this?” 

Natalie answered, “I want to win a 
medal.” 

Her quick hands and unrelenting energy 


attracted the attention of the gym’s mar¬ 
quee trainer, Mike Cassell. Boys asked why 
he lavished so much attention on a girl. 

“Yo,” Cassell would say, echoing Rios, 
“she’s got something.” 

Since December, her trainer has been 
her father, Ron Dove, a former city detec¬ 
tive who pleaded guilty last spring to help¬ 
ing his girlfriend flee arrest in a homicide 
case and spent 30 days in prison. Divorced 
from Echevarria, he works full-time as a 
project manager for his cousin’s home im¬ 
provement company in Jersey, but Natalie’s 
obsession has become his, as well. 

Ron Dove counts his daughter’s punches, 
diligently logging them into a journal. He 
spars with her every day; by night, he stud¬ 
ies new strength and conditioning methods 
and calls successful trainers for advice. But 
he does not, he said, lie awake fretting about 
his daughter getting clobbered and the po¬ 
tential ill effects. 

He watches as she rocks other girls’ 
heads back “like PEZ dispensers,” he said. 
But “to be honest, I’ve never really seen her 
get hit superhard, to the point where I was 
worried. Never to the head.” 

Not that she hasn’t been injured. Two 
years ago, she had a minor fracture in her 
wrist, which she still ices after sparring. “It 
doesn’t hurt that bad, though,” she said. 

She also has tendinitis in her left shoul¬ 
der. “Sometimes when she trains, she is ac¬ 
tually crying through the pain,” her father 
said. “Nothing we can do about it except 
long-term rest. And in this sport, that is not 
really an option at this stage in the game.” 

Indeed, Dove’s schedule wouldn’t allow 
it: workout, breakfast, study, gym, dinner, 
homework, sleep, repeat. 

She was enrolled in Villa Joseph Marie 
High School in Holland, Bucks County, but 
was missing too much class time, so she 
recently switched to an online program for 
flexibility. 

To make the 2020 Olympic team, Dove 
will have to place first or second in qualify¬ 
ing events next year, catapulting her into tri¬ 
als from which the final eight will emerge. 
If she’s not among them, her default plan is 
to get her high school degree, join the Army, 
apply for its World Class Athlete program, 
and train for the 2024 games on the govern¬ 
ment’s tab. After that, go pro. 



I’m focused and I’m dedicated. When I want something, I want it. V 

Natalie Dove 



Photos by Tim Tai, the Philadelphia Inquirer/AP 


Clockwise from top left: Natalie Dove’s 
braids swing over a USA Boxing shirt 
as she works out at Philadelphia’s Next 
Champ boxing gym. Dove prepares to 
punch a double-end bag. The young boxer 
shadow boxes and jumps rope during her 
daily training. 
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Russian diplomats’ family members ordered to leave Britain in a 
standoff over a nerve agent attack on British soil, leave the gate of 
Vnukovo 2 government airport outside Moscow on Tuesday. 


23 expelled Russian 
diplomats arrive home 


By Angela Charlton 
and Jill Lawless 

Associated Press 

MOSCOW — Nearly two dozen 
Russian diplomats expelled by 
Britain over the poisoning of an 
ex-spy arrived home Tuesday, 
while a scientist involved in the 
creation of the nerve agent said it 
could be manufactured by other 
countries. 

Former Russian double agent 
Sergei Skripal and his daughter, 
Yulia, are in critical condition in 
the English city of Salisbury after 
being poisoned March 4. Britain 
said they were poisoned with a 
class of nerve agent known as 
Novichok and blamed Russia for 
the attack. 

Russian scientist Leonid Rink 
told the state RIA Novosti news 
agency that Britain and others 
could easily synthesize Novichok 
after chemical expert Vil Mirza- 
yanov emigrated to the U.S. and 
revealed its formula. 

“It’s easily available to profes¬ 
sionals, and there is no problem 
for Britain, the U.S. and other de¬ 
veloped nations to create such a 
weapon,” he said. 

Rink said Novichok had a dif¬ 
ferent name when it was designed 
in the Soviet Union, arguing that 
British officials used the name 
Novichok to convince the public 
that Russia was to blame for the 
poisoning. 

Britain has dismissed claims 
the nerve agent could come from 
the U.K. On Sunday, Russia’s am¬ 
bassador to the European Union 
suggested the nerve agent could 
have come from Britain’s chemi¬ 
cal weapons research facility, 
Porton Down. The British govern¬ 
ment said that was “nonsense.” 

On March 14, British Prime 
Minister Theresa May gave the 


23 diplomats — whom she said 
were undeclared intelligence 
agents — a week to leave Britain. 
Russia responded by expelling 
the same number of British dip¬ 
lomats, who are expected to leave 
in the coming days. 

Diplomats and their families 
emerged from the Russian Em¬ 
bassy in west London with suit¬ 
cases, bags and pet carriers. Some 
hugged before boarding vehicles 
to Stansted Airport near London 
for a flight to Moscow that landed 
later Tuesday. 

Russia has fiercely denied any 
involvement, saying that it had no 
motive to kill Skripal, who was 
convicted of spying for Britain 
but released in a 2010 spy swap. 
It said that it had completed the 
destruction of its chemical arse¬ 
nals last year under international 
oversight. 

Russian President Vladimir Pu¬ 
tin’s spokesman, Dmitry Peskov, 
dismissed demands by Britain 
and its allies that Russia prove its 
innocence, saying that it’s Britain 
who must provide proof. 

“Let’s stay sober-minded and 
first of all wait for proof from 
Britain” that Russia was to blame, 
he told reporters. 

Rink said Britain has refused 
to provide a sample of the agent 
it said was used in the poisoning 
because tests would reveal that 
it hadn’t come from Russia. He 
said each lab has its own chemi¬ 
cal “signature,” allowing experts 
to trace its origin. “It would be 
immediately clear that it wasn’t 
‘cooked’ in Russia,” he said. 

Britain says experts from the 
Organization for the Prohibition 
of Chemical Weapons are taking 
samples of the nerve agent, which 
will be tested in international 
laboratories. 


Witnesses say Boko Haram 
returned kidnapped girls 


By Haruna Umar 
and Ismail Alfa Abdulrahim 

Associated Press 

LAGOS, Nigeria — Boko Haram extremists re¬ 
turned almost all of the 110 girls abducted from 
their Nigerian boarding school a month ago with an 
ominous warning, witnesses said Wednesday. 

The fighters rolled into Dapchi around 2 a.m. in 
nine vehicles and the girls were left in the center 
of town. As terrified residents emerged from their 
homes, the extremists said “this is a warning to 
you all,” resident Ba’ana Musa told The Associated 
Press. 

“We did it out of pity. And don’t ever put your 
daughters in school again,” the extremists said. 
Boko Haram means “Western education is forbid¬ 
den” in the Hausa language. 

Nigeria’s information minister said 91 of the 110 
schoolgirls had been confirmed freed. The fate of 
the others was not immediately clear. 

“No ransoms were paid,” the minister, Lai Mo¬ 
hammed, said in a statement. The girls were re¬ 
leased “through back-channel efforts and with 
the help of some friends of the country, and it was 
unconditional.” 

Family members were en route to the town 
Wednesday morning. 

“When I get there we will do a head count to see if 
all of them have been released,” said Bashir Manzo, 
whose 16-year-old daughter was among those kid¬ 
napped during the Feb. 19 attack. 

Manzo confirmed that his daughter was among 
those freed. 

“As I speak to you there is jubilation in Dapchi,” 
he said. 

The mass abduction and the government response 
brought back painful memories of the 2014 attack 


on a boarding school in Chibok. Boko Haram mili¬ 
tants abducted 276 girls, and about 100 of them have 
never returned. Some girls were forced to marry 
their captors, and many had children fathered by 
the militants. 

The latest mass abduction is thought to have been 
carried out by a Boko Haram splinter group aligned 
with Islamic State that has criticized the leader of 
the main Boko Haram organi¬ 
zation for targeting civilians 
and has focused instead on 
military and Western targets. 

Residents in Dapchi fled 
Wednesday morning upon 
hearing that Boko Haram ve¬ 
hicles were headed toward the 
town. 

“We fled but, from our hid¬ 
ing, we could see them and, 
surprisingly, we saw our girls 
getting out of the vehicles,” 
Umar Hassan told the AP. 

“They assembled the girls 
and talked to them for some 
few minutes and left without 
any confrontation,” said anoth¬ 
er resident, Kachallah Musa. 

Their release came a day 
after an Amnesty Internation¬ 
al report accused the Nigerian military of failing to 
heed several warnings of the imminent attack last 
month. The military has called the report an “out¬ 
right falsehood.” 

Nigeria’s government celebrated the girls’ re¬ 
lease. “GREAT NEWS from Dapchi, Yobe State. 
Thank God for the safe return of our sisters. Alham- 
dulillah!” an aide to President Muhammadu Buhari, 
Bashir Ahmad, said on Twitter. 


fled but, 
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Dapchi resident 


Kuwait joins push for post-oil economy 


Bloomberg 

The eldest son of Kuwait’s ruler 
said the OPEC member is revisit¬ 
ing plans to transform itself into 
a regional business hub as au¬ 
thorities aim to overcome past 
obstacles to join neighbors seek¬ 
ing to overhaul their oil-dependent 
economies. 

Sheikh Nasser Sabah Al-Ahmad 
Al-Sabah said in an interview the 
focus will be on northern regions, 
where developments could serve 
neighboring Iraq as it seeks to re¬ 
cover from conflict, and even Iran. 
The proposals include a new city, 
an international stock exchange, 
hotels and resorts, and a new 
refinery. 

For more than a decade, Ku¬ 
wait’s attempts to revamp its 
economy haven’t moved beyond 
a blueprint amid domestic politi¬ 
cal opposition. Like other regional 
economies, it has cut subsidies and 
plans to introduce taxes to plug a 
budget shortfall triggered by lower 
oil prices. But as in Saudi Ara¬ 
bia, where the 32-year-old crown 
prince is leading a push to wean 
the kingdom off its oil dependency, 
there’s a recognition that won’t be 
enough in the long run. 

“We had no vision in the past. 
It was changing” for the sake of 
change, Sheikh Nasser told Bloom¬ 
berg TV on Tuesday in his first in¬ 
terview with an international news 


organization since being named 
first deputy prime minister and 
minister of defense in Decem¬ 
ber. “Now we are changing for a 
reason.” 

Sheikh Nasser is emerging as 
one of the most powerful actors in 
Kuwait, home to one of the world’s 
biggest sovereign wealth funds. 
After years of heading his father’s 
court, he was promoted to the most 
senior Cabinet position after the 
premier. As head of the supreme 
council for planning and develop¬ 
ment, he is also leading plans to 
reform the economy. 

New investment rules and other 
regulations are expected to be 
completed this year, said Sheikh 
Nasser, 69. Reforms may take lon¬ 
ger than in absolute monarchies 
such as Saudi Arabia, though, be¬ 
cause in Kuwait the government 
must work “with a constitution 
and parliament,” he said. 

Kuwait, often seen as the most 
democratic of the six Gulf states, 
has witnessed tumultuous rela¬ 
tions between the elected par¬ 
liament and the government 
appointed by the country’s heredi¬ 
tary emir. There have been seven 
governments in as many years and 
parliament has been dissolved nu¬ 
merous times. 

It has maintained closer ties 
with Shiite power Iran than many 
of its Gulf Arab neighbors, and has 
attempted to mediate their nine- 


month standoff with Qatar. 

Kuwait’s gross domestic prod¬ 
uct, adjusted for exchange rates, 
was almost $70,000 in 2017 — 
making it one of the world’s top 10 
richest nations and second only to 
Qatar in the Arab world, according 
to International Monetary Fund 
estimates. 

Silk City, the most ambitious el¬ 
ement of the development plan, is 
slated to be built in the northeast, 
and be home to around 700,000 
people. There are plans for the 
world’s tallest building, a national 
wildlife sanctuary, a free-trade 
zone and parks. It will be linked 
to Kuwait City by the Jaber Al- 
Ahmad causeway currently under 
construction. 

Kuwait also wants to boost the 
tech appeal of the new economic 
zone by running a global cable 
network that will increase internet 
traffic and cut the reliance on the 
link that runs through Egypt and 
Saudi Arabia, Noura Al-Qabandi, 
director of international affairs at 
the country’s telecommunications 
regulator, CITRA, said in a sepa¬ 
rate interview. 

A mother of two toddlers — 
Khalifa, 3, and Salman, 1 —Al-Qa¬ 
bandi said the investments Kuwait 
is making will provide her sons 
with opportunities in technology, 
manufacturing and other indus¬ 
tries that don’t exist today. 
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THE CENSUS 


700 


The approximate number of marijuana-laced candies found when police pulled over a Rhode 
Island driver on St. Patrick’s Day. Portsmouth police said David Joseph Myrick, 47, of Providence, 
was arrested at 12:15 a.m. Saturday on charges of driving under the influence and possession of 
pot. Officers said Myrick’s car was swerving in and out of the breakdown lane; he failed field sobriety 
tests and refused to submit to chemical breath tests. During a search of his vehicle, police said, more 


than 700 individually wrapped marijuana candies were found. 




Chris Dillmann, Vail (Colo.) Daily/AP 


A pose as the snow blows 

The Meyers family, of Connecticut, takes a photo in Vail, Colo., as the snow picks up on Sunday. 


Ex-official: Chances 
missed to save boy, 3 

WICHITA — A for- 
■ mer state welfare of¬ 

ficial said multiple chances were 
missed to save a Wichita toddler 
before he was found encased in 
concrete. 

Dianne Keech said the “point 
of no return” was when the De¬ 
partment of Children and Fami¬ 
lies failed to call 911 last April 
after receiving a report that Evan 
Brewer, 3, had hit his head while 
taking a bath and “had no pulse” 
before being revived. The Wichita 
Eagle reported that Keech, a DCF 
deputy director from 2013 to 2015, 
said the agency “never recovered 
from that point on.” Evan’s body 
was found in September. 

The boy’s mother and her boy¬ 
friend are charged with murder. 

Police seize drugs, guns 
from men asleep in car 

RJI A NEWBURYPORT — 
Police in Massachu¬ 
setts said they found more than 
4 pounds of marijuana as well as 
heroin, two guns and more than 
200 rounds of ammunition when 
they arrested two Colorado men 
sleeping in their car. 

Newburyport police arrested 
Traevon McGairty and Kahiland 
Phillips just before 5 a.m. Satur¬ 
day while performing a welfare 
check. The Newburyport Daily 
News reported that police were 
called to the scene by a concerned 
store clerk who thought the men 
had passed out. 

McGairty, of Moffat, Colo., and 
Phillips, of Broomfield, Colo., 
face multiple drug and weapons 
charges. 

Firefighters must stand 
down due to old gear 

Itil r* LIMINGTON — Of- 
I v 1t ficials have ordered a 
Maine town’s fire department to 
“stand down” because the group’s 
rescue gear is outdated and 
doesn’t meet national standards. 

The Portland Press Herald re¬ 
ported that the Limington Board 
of Selectmen released a state¬ 
ment Sunday explaining that 
the Limington fire department’s 
gear is more than 10 years old 
and it doesn’t meet the National 
Fire Protection Association’s 
standard. 

The standard is required for 
safety concerns and applies to 
jackets, pants, helmets and boots. 

Nearby fire departments will 
help Limington if a fire occurs. 

Farm where horses died 
was visited by police 

||il rt QUANTICO — A 
I v I mJ Maryland sheriff 
said his agency visited a farm 
where horses were found dead 
and starving more than 80 times. 

The Daily Times of Salisbury 
reported that an 18-page record 
of complaints from 2010 to 2018 
largely centers on horses roam¬ 
ing outside the farm. 

But Wicomico County Sher¬ 
iff Mike Lewis said Tuesday he 
wasn’t allowed in the fenced-in 
portion of the property until Sat¬ 
urday, when he found 25 dead 
horses in various states of decay 
and others starving in “absolutely 


inhumane” conditions. About 100 
feral horses have been seized so 
far and around 30 still need to be 
caught. 

Owners Barbara Pilchard and 
Paige Pilchard have not been 
charged. 

Man strikes 2 cruisers 
during multistate chase 

m EAST PROVIDENCE 
— Authorities said a 
man led police on a chase from 
Massachusetts to Rhode Island, 
striking two police cruisers in the 
process. 

Police said the chase began 
near Fall River, Mass., on Satur¬ 
day as officers were searching 
for a suspect in connection with 
the vandalism of the city’s police 
station. Authorities said the 20- 
year-old suspect struck a police 
cruiser in Seekonk and contin¬ 
ued to flee before crashing into 
another Seekonk cruiser in East 
Providence. The police officers 
involved in the crash were not 
injured. 

The man has been charged 
with felony assault with a danger¬ 
ous weapon, reckless driving and 
being a fugitive from justice. 


Man accused of leaving 
mom for dead on floor 

|UA CARY — A North 
ill Carolina man has been 
accused of leaving his mother 
on their home’s floor because he 
knew she would probably die and 
that he would get access to $30,000 
she had in a bank account. 

The News & Observer of Ra¬ 
leigh reported that Eric Paul 
Brunner, 39, was arrested March 
13 and charged with murder and 
elder abuse. 

Warrants and other informa¬ 
tion from Wake County sheriff’s 
deputies say Cynthia Brunner, 
74, had fallen more than 24 hours 
before her son and caretaker re¬ 
ported her death on Feb. 19. 

Brunner is being held without 
bail. 

Farmer's cows say 'hi' 
to SpaceX, Starman 

|£ Q WICHITA — A Kansas 
■ V'9 farmer famous for cow 
art has gathered about 300 of his 
cattle to say “hi” to SpaceX, the 
orbiting Tesla and its “driver” 
called Starman. 


The Wichita Eagle reported 
that David Klingenberg is known 
for using his feed truck to move 
cattle into shapes before filming 
them with his drone. In his latest 
YouTube video, “Cow Space Art,” 
Klingenberg explains how he got 
the photo proving his cows can be 
seen from outer space. 

Klingenberg gets daily satellite 
images of his farm from Farmer- 
sEdge. He said he used shadows 
on the images to find out when 
the photos would be taken and 
then moved his cows to spell out 
the word “hi” during that time. 

Woman mauled by 
possibly rabid coyote 

nA BROOKVILLE — Au- 
WT thorities are on the hunt 
for a possibly rabid coyote that 
mauled a Pennsylvania woman, 
leaving her badly wounded and 
“drenched in blood.” 

Brookville borough police said a 
night-shift employee of an assisted 
living community was attacked 
about midnight Sunday while she 
was walking in the area. The Cou¬ 
rier Express reported that the an¬ 
imal attacked her from a nearby 
bush, biting her numerous times. 


Brookville police Chief Vince 
Markle said the woman was 
“drenched in blood” and required 
over 20 stitches and a rabies vac¬ 
cination. He said the woman may 
also need reconstructive surgery. 

47 people arrested 
on Fake Patty's Day 

Wf Q MANHATTAN — Po- 
fVO lice said they arrested 
47 people and issued 494 citations 
during this year’s Fake Patty’s 
Day celebration in Manhattan. 

The Riley County Police De¬ 
partment said in a news release 
March 12 that law enforcement re¬ 
sponded to 287 calls from citizens 
during a period spanning from 7 
p.m. March 9 to 6 a.m. March 11. 

Complaints included reports of 
parking problems, welfare checks, 
calls for disturbing the peace and 
reckless driving. 

Police said the crimes resulting 
in arrests included 13 for driving 
under the influence, 10 for disor¬ 
derly conducted, seven for unlaw¬ 
ful possession or consumption by 
a minor and two for possession of 
marijuana. 

From wire reports 
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John Cena shares his love for 
kids and how they inspire him 


By Sandy Cohen 

Associated. Press 

J ohn Cena has no children 
of his own, but the WWE 
superstar has practically 
dedicated his work to kids. 
Cena has fulfilled nearly 600 
wishes for the Make-A-Wish Foun¬ 
dation, more than any other celeb¬ 
rity. He’s hosting the Kids’ Choice 
Awards on Saturday on Nickel¬ 
odeon — one of three projects in 
the works with the children’s net¬ 
work. He’s also lending his voice 
to a new animated series and will 
produce a new kids’ competition 
show called “Keep it Spotless.” 

The 40-year-old entertainer 
is also branching out in print, 
with his first children’s book, 
“Elbow Grease,” set for release 
in October. 

Associated Press: What’s it 
like working with Make-A-Wish? 

John Cena: I try to put myself 
in that perspective of if I had one 
thing to wish for, where would I 
fall on that list? I don’t know ex¬ 
actly if I’d be in my top 100. So for 
me to be the name of like, ‘I would 
like to hang out with this person 
for the day,’ that’s a pretty strong 
statement ... It really is pretty 
magical when they get a really in¬ 
timate experience with the indi¬ 
vidual and then they get to go see 
them be a superhero (in a WWE 
performance). I’ll do that as long 
as I can, as long as they’re asking 
me to do it. 

Why do you think you connect 
so much to kids? 

One, I just have nonstop ener¬ 
gy. I love energy and I love excite¬ 
ment, and I think kids have the 
same. They have such a lust for 
life, such an honest and genuine 
attack on every day. And their re¬ 
sponses, too, their emotions: They 
don’t hide how they feel. You can 
tell when a child is embarrassed. 
You can tell when they’re excited. 


AP 

John Cena hosts the Kids’ 

Choice Awards on Saturday and 
is writing a children’s book. 

You can tell when they’re happy, 
and you can tell when something 
you do makes them happy. ... I 
love that honesty. I think that’s 
really what connects me to young 
people, is they’re not trying to 
shade you with anything. They’ll 
give it to you straight. 

What can you say about your 
new children’s book? 

It takes from the activity I had 
with my brothers growing up in a 
family of five boys: a lot of rough¬ 
housing, a lot of harassment—and 
I mean that in a brotherly way—a 
lot of constant sizing each other 
up. But at the same time it’s about 
the values that it’s taken me four 
decades on this planet to learn, 
like don’t be afraid to try some¬ 
thing new, because if you don’t try 
anything new, you’ll never learn 
anything. Don’t be afraid to go 
out of your comfort zone. Never 
take someone else’s estimation of, 
‘You’re not good enough’ or ‘You’re 
not big enough’ as final, just use it 
as motivation to try to keep push¬ 
ing forward ... So this little 18,19- 
page book kind of gives all of those 
lessons at once, and I’m very, very 
proud of it. 


You’re playing a dad with a 
teenage daughter in the new 
film “Blockers,” opening April 
6 . How was it to express such 
vulnerability onscreen? 

I think there’s a certain amount 
of intrigue in like, well, what does 
a big guy really, really act like? 
Are they really that jaded and 
hard-edged, or are they actually 
human beings? I’m a human being; 
I really am. I’m much more of a 
softie than I am Clint Eastwood in 
‘Dirty Harry.’ So any chance I get 
to do something like I’m doing in 
‘Blockers,’ where the guy is just a 
fit guy but he’s a stay-at-home dad 
... I don’t mind being vulnerable, I 
don’t mind showing that because 
it develops plot of story, it devel¬ 
ops sympathy, and you genuinely 
feel like I can relate to this person, 
even though it’s this big guy who I 
have no connection with. 

How have you been able to find 
such purpose in your work? 

I’ve swung and missed so 
many times, I’m glad nobody is 
keeping track except me. I think 
with failure comes embarrass¬ 
ment and comes humility. A lot 
of the reason we spend valuable 
minutes wandering away from 
purpose is because we’re always 
afraid about what people will say 
and what people will think ... I 
stopped caring about what other 
people thought and started car¬ 
ing about, like, what am I going 
to do that’s going to make my life 
happy and make my life effective? 
... Maybe that’s why I’m trying all 
this crazy stuff: doing comedy, 
doing a little bit of acting, reading 
the news, hosting some TV shows, 
doing animated stuff, doing WWE 
still. It’s because those things 
make me happy and I’m not wor¬ 
ried about — I feel confident in 
the performance I’ve given. I just 
try to do my best. 



Pathe/AP 


Transformed 

Actress Renee Zellweger has changed her looks and is working 
on her singing skills as she starts a new film about Judy Garland. 
Principal photography for “Judy” is underway in London, and the 
producers have released a photo of the Academy Award winner 
playing the troubled star. The movie is set in the late 1960s 
near the end of Garland’s career and will feature the behind-the- 
scenes drama before Garland died at age 47 in 1969. Zellweger 
is expected to sing in the film, including “Somewhere Over 
the Rainbow” from Garland’s 1939 movie “The Wizard of Oz.” 
Zellweger sang in the 2002 film “Chicago.” 

— Associated Press 


‘Bodak Yellow’ rapper says hip-hop isn’t taking #MeToo seriously 


From wire reports 

Cardi B is ready for hip-hop’s #MeToo 
moment, but the industry darling doesn’t 
think female artists will get their due. 

The “Bodak Yellow” rapper spoke 
out about her corner of the world where 
women are expected to use their sexuality 
to get ahead. 

“A lot of video vixens have spoke about 
this, and nobody gives a f—,” she told 
Cosmo. “.... I bet if one of these women 
stands up and talks about it, people are 
going to say, ‘So what? You’re a ho. It don’t 
matter.’ ” 

The 25-year-old rapper, who worked as a 
stripper to escape an abusive relationship 
before her career took off, also said the 
men who have been most outspoken about 
the recent focus on sexual harassment are 
covering their own tracks. 

“These producers and directors,” she 
said, “they’re not woke, they’re scared.” 

The music industry has seen less impact 
in the #MeToo era than Hollywood, but ac¬ 
cusations against Russell Simmons and R. 
Kelly have both made ripples. 


‘Crown’ production company 
apologizes to Foy, Smith 

The production company behind “The 
Crown” has apologized to its stars in light 
of a pay gap controversy that erupted 
shortly after producers revealed actress 
and Queen Elizabeth II portrayer Claire 
Foy was bringing home a smaller paycheck 
than her male co-star. 

Left Bank Pictures said sorry to both 
Foy and co-star Matt Smith, who plays 
Prince Philip, for trapping them in a 
media firestorm. “We want to apologize to 
both Claire Foy and Matt Smith, brilliant 
actors and friends, who have found them¬ 
selves at the center of a media storm this 
week through no fault of their own,” the 
company said in a statement obtained by 
the Daily News Tuesday. “Claire and Matt 
are incredibly gifted actors who, along 
with the wider cast on ‘The Crown,’ have 
worked tirelessly to bring our characters 
to life with compassion and integrity.” 

Left Bank stressed the fact that Smith and 
Foy had no say in their salaries, and were 


unaware of just how much the other was 
making for the Netflix period drama — a 
necessary clarification after Smith was vili¬ 
fied by fans for out-earning his colleague. 

Meanwhile, Left Bank also acknowl¬ 
edged changes coming in the future to 
prevent similar situations, including a 
partnership with organizations that work 
to ensure gender equality. 

Jimmy Kimmel brings 
Katie Couric to colonoscopy 

Jimmy Kimmel’s audience got to see 
more of the host than usual when he had 
his first colonoscopy. 

The talk show host brought Katie Cou¬ 
ric along for the test, which aired on Tues¬ 
day’s “Jimmy Kimmel Live.” Kimmel is 
50, which is the age the American Cancer 
Society recommends for the colorectal 
cancer screening. The exam found no sign 
of polyps. But Couric joked with Kimmel 
that keys, toy soldiers and a harmonica 
were recovered. Couric’s late husband 
died of the disease in 1998. She had the 


screening done on TV in 2007. 

Other news 

■ Twenty-five recordings being added to 
the National Recording Registry. The Li¬ 
brary of Congress announced Wednesday 
the list of titles being honored for their cul¬ 
tural and historic importance to America. 
Tony Bennett’s standard “I Left My Heart 
in San Francisco” is being added, along 
with “Rhythm is Gonna Get You” by Glo¬ 
ria Estefan and the Miami Sound Machine, 
Run-DMC’s “Raising Hell” album and the 
soundtrack to “The Sound of Music.” 

■ Selena Gomez took to Instagram after 
bikini photos of her in Australia showing a 
scar drew social media comments that she 
looked “thick.” The singer wrote that the 
beauty myth was “an obsession with physi¬ 
cal perfection that traps modern women in 
an endless cycle of hopelessness, self con¬ 
sciousness and self-hatred.” Gomez says 
she “chose to take care of myself” because 
she wants to and “not to prove anything to 
anyone.” The scar was the result of a com¬ 
plication from her 2017 kidney transplant. 
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Data firm's CEO suspended; US, UK seek answers 


Facebook is fined over 
access in South Korea 


Associated Press 

SEOUL, South Korea—South 
Korea’s telecoms regulator has 
fined Facebook for illegally lim¬ 
iting user access to its services 
from late 2016 to 2017. 

The Korea Communications 
Commission said Wednes¬ 
day that Facebook should pay 
$369,400 as a penalty for vio¬ 
lating a law against hurting the 
interests of users. The regula¬ 
tor also recommended that the 
company fix its terms of use 
stipulating it cannot guarantee 
the quality of its services. 

The complaint arose after 
Facebook rerouted some users’ 
access to its services to networks 
in Hong Kong or the United 
States, instead of using domes¬ 
tic networks, without notifying 
them, the regulator said. That 
slowed connections for some 
local users of Facebook. Some 
complained they were unable to 
play videos on Facebook. 

The KCC said connections 
were as much as 4.5 times slow¬ 


er than before for some users 
during evening hours. 

SK Broadband, a local fixed- 
line internet provider, received 
about 10 complaints per day 
for slow connections while LG 
UPlus, another internet service 
provider, received an average 
of 34 complaints a day. 

The KCC said the U.S. so¬ 
cial media giant violated a law 
against limiting access or sub¬ 
scriptions to its services with¬ 
out convincing reasons. 

The probe was launched in 
May last year after reports it 
had interfered with some local 
users’ access to Facebook and 
Instagram. Facebook said it 
did not violate the law in part 
because its terms of use say it 
cannot guarantee its services 
will operate without delays or 
interference. 

KCC officials rejected that 
argument, saying the terms 
were unfair. It recommended 
the company amend its terms 
of use. 


By Danica Kirka 
and Gregory Katz 

Associated Press 

LONDON — The head of 
Trump-affiliated data-mining 
firm Cambridge Analytica has 
been suspended while government 
authorities are bearing down on 
both the firm and Facebook over 
allegations the firm stole data 
from 50 million Facebook users to 
manipulate elections. 

Cambridge’s board of directors 
suspended CEO Alexander Nix 
pending an investigation after Nix 
boasted of various unsavory ser¬ 
vices to an undercover reporter 
for Britain’s Channel 4 News. 

Channel 4 News broadcast clips 
Tuesday that also show Nix say¬ 
ing his data-mining firm played 
a major role in securing Donald 
Trump’s victory in the 2016 presi¬ 
dential elections. 

Nix said the firm handled “all 
the data, all the analytics, all the 
targeting” and said Cambridge 
used emails with a “self-destruct 
timer” to make its role more dif¬ 
ficult to trace. 

“There’s no evidence, there’s no 
paper trail, there’s nothing,” he 
said. 

In a statement, Cambridge’s 
board said Nix’s comments “do not 
represent the values or operations 
of the firm and his suspension re¬ 
flects the seriousness with which 
we view this violation.” 

Cambridge has denied wrong¬ 
doing, and Trump’s campaign 
has said it didn’t use Cambridge’s 
data. 

Alexandr Kogan, the Cam¬ 
bridge University researcher who 
developed the app used by Cam¬ 
bridge Analytica to harvest data 
from millions of Facebook users, 
claimed Wednesday he has been 
made a scapegoat. 

He told BBC he believed all the 
information he provided was ob¬ 
tained legitimately. He said it was 


Cambridge Analytica that came 
to him. Kogan admitted he did not 
ask enough questions about the 
data use and did not have a lawyer 
review the agreement. 

Facebook also drew contin¬ 
ued criticism for its alleged inac¬ 
tion to protect users’ privacy. On 
Tuesday, the chairman of the U.K. 
parliamentary media committee, 
Damian Collins, said his group has 
repeatedly asked Facebook how it 
uses data. He said Facebook offi¬ 
cials “have been misleading to the 
committee.” 


The committee summoned 
Facebook CEO Mark Zuckerberg 
to testify. 

“It is now time to hear from a se¬ 
nior Facebook executive with the 
sufficient authority to give an ac¬ 
curate account of this catastrophic 
failure of process,” Collins wrote 
Zuckerberg. “Given your commit¬ 
ment at the start of the New Year 
to ‘fixing’ Facebook, I hope that 
this representative will be you.” 

Meanwhile, Britain’s informa¬ 
tion commissioner, Elizabeth 
Denham, said she is pursuing 


a warrant to search Cambridge 
Analytica’s servers. She has also 
asked Facebook to cease its own 
audit of Cambridge Analytica’s 
data use. Cambridge Analytica 
said it is committed to helping the 
U.K. investigation. However, Den¬ 
ham’s office said the firm failed 
to meet a deadline to produce the 
information requested. 

Denham said the prime allega¬ 
tion against Cambridge Analytica 
is that it acquired personal data in 
an unauthorized way, adding that 
the data provisions act requires 
services like Facebook to have 


time. The latest scandal has some 
people reconsidering their rela¬ 
tionship status with the social net¬ 
work, though there isn’t much of 
anywhere else to go. 

Chris Wylie, who once worked 
for Cambridge Analytica, was 
quoted as saying the company 
used the data to build psychologi¬ 
cal profiles so voters could be tar¬ 
geted with ads and stories. 

The data harvesting used by 
Cambridge Analytica has also 
triggered calls for further investi¬ 
gation from the European Union, 
as well as federal and state offi- 


strong safeguards against misuse 
of data. 

Leading Democrats in the U.S. 
Senate also called on Zuckerberg 
to testify. Sen. Dianne Feinstein 
of California, the top Democrat on 
the Senate Judiciary Committee, 
called Facebook’s latest privacy 
scandal a “danger signal.” She 
wants Zuckerberg’s assurances 
that Facebook is prepared to take 
the lead on security measures that 
protect people’s privacy — or Con¬ 
gress may step in. 

Facebook sidestepped questions 
on whether Zuckerberg would ap¬ 
pear, saying instead that it’s cur¬ 
rently focused on conducting its 
own reviews. 

Facebook has weathered many 
such blow-ups before and is used 
to apologizing and moving on. 
But the stakes are bigger this 
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OPINION 

How do we hold powerful AI accountable? 



AP 

An Uber driverless car heads out for a test drive in San Francisco in 2016. 


By Finale Doshi-Velez 
and Mason Kortz 

Special To The Washington Post 

A self-driving car operated by Uber 
struck and killed a woman Sunday 
in Tempe, Ariz. Few details have 
emerged, but it’s reportedly the 
first fatality involving a self-driving vehi¬ 
cle. In January, a Pittsburgh car crash sent 
two people to the hospital; the accident 
involved a self-driving Fusion from Ford- 
backed Argo AI. The Fusion was hit by a 
truck that ran a red light, and at the last 
second, the human back-up driver report¬ 
edly took the car out of autonomous mode 
and took control of the Fusion’s wheel. 

Could these crashes have been avoided? 
If a human had been driving either of those 
cars, she could have given police an ac¬ 
count of what went wrong, her level of fault 
could have been assessed, and she could 
have given her first-person thoughts on 
how a similar accident could be prevented. 
But “asking” the artificial intelligence 
under the hood is a lot more challenging. 

AI is already a growing presence in 
our world, used for tasks such as analyz¬ 
ing MRIs, giving financial advice and 
even composing music. Among the many 
questions about the ethics and governance 
of using it, the most important may be 
this: Should AI be required to explain its 
decisions? 

To make these kinds of crashes a rarity, 
the software that propels self-driving cars 
— the “brains” behind this and other AI 
functions — must be interrogated, under¬ 
stood and improved upon. One way of doing 
this is by designing artificial intelligence 
so that it can describe, in human-readable 
terms, the reasons for a specific decision. 
In other words, we need programs that can 
not only think like humans but also explain 
their thoughts as a human could. 

In some cases, we can find out what an 
algorithm is doing by examining the logic 
it uses or by reverse engineering it from 
the sensor measurements going in and the 
driving decisions coming out. But other al¬ 
gorithms, especially those developed using 
advanced machine learning techniques, 
like deep neural networks, can be so com¬ 
plex that not even the designers fully un¬ 
derstand how they make decisions. 

These complex inputs, such as data from 
sensors, are processed by multiple layers 
of self-modifying algorithms that try to 
mimic the structure of the human brain. 
As a result, there is a complicated set of 
possible pathways that any given input 
could take through the system and design¬ 
ers are not always able to determine, post 
hoc, which pathway was used. 

In this sense, trying to understand ad¬ 
vanced AI is like trying to understand the 
inner workings of another person’s mind. 
Unlike a human, though, AI isn’t necessar¬ 
ily able to explain its internal processes to 
an outsider — unless we build in the capac¬ 
ity to do so. 

Entrusting important decisions to a sys¬ 
tem that can’t explain itself presents obvi¬ 
ous dangers. Take the case of Eric Loomis, 
a Wisconsin man sentenced to six years in 
prison for eluding police while driving a 
car that had been used in a drive-by shoot¬ 
ing. The judge’s sentence was based in part 
on a risk score for Loomis generated by 
COMPAS, a commercial risk-assessment 
tool used, according to one study, “to as¬ 
sess more than 1 million offenders” in the 
last two decades. 

Loomis appealed his sentence, based on 
the court’s use of the Al-generated risk 
score, because it relied on a proprietary 
algorithm whose exact methodology is un¬ 
known. COMPAS is designed to estimate 
an individual’s likelihood of committing 
another crime in the future, but evidence 
suggests that it may be no better at predict¬ 
ing risk than untrained observers. In ad¬ 
dition, because they rely heavily on prior 


convictions, algorithmic risk scores can 
reinforce existing biases within the crimi¬ 
nal justice system. 

Without the ability to review and interro¬ 
gate such algorithms, judges, lawyers and 
defendants can’t know whether a given risk 
score is fair. (Loomis lost his case in the 
Wisconsin Supreme Court on the grounds 
that the trial judge did not rely exclusively 
on the COMPAS report.) 

Similar tools are also increasingly used 
to inform determinations about proba¬ 
tion, parole and bail, as well as for non¬ 
criminal-justice decisions like approving 
loans and weeding through job candidates. 
New Al-driven lending programs, for ex¬ 
ample, wade through massive amounts of 
personal data to help determine whether 
someone should be granted a loan and on 
what terms. These programs may feed all 
kinds of information, from a person’s text 
messages to their SAT scores, into complex 
algorithms to 
make loan 

evaluations. 
Proponents of 
Al-drivenlend- 
ing argue that 
it will be more 
fair than tradi¬ 
tional determi¬ 
nations based 
primarily on 
income and 

credit score, 
but skeptics 
are concerned 
that biases like 
the ones seen with COMPAS may infect 
these tools as well. 

How do we hold artificial intelligence 
accountable — how do we assess the 
trustworthiness of decisions beyond our 
understanding? 

In some cases, we may be able to rely on 
theoretical guarantees — mathematical or 
logical proof that AI is incapable of making 
a specific error — but such situations are 
rare. (If, for example, one knew and could 
account for all the ways in which stop signs 
and yield signs could appear on the road, 
we might be able to prove that AI would 
never or rarely confuse them.) 

In others, we may be able to use ag¬ 
gregated statistical measures: Is the AI 
approach better overall? But aggregated 
statistics are sometimes insufficient, and 
we will need AI to explain a specific deci¬ 
sion. How was Loomis’ risk score or the 
Fusion’s speed determined? What factors 
and criteria were involved? Would chang¬ 
ing a certain input — like road conditions 
or an individual’s criminal record — alter 
the outcome? 

These are all issues we would inter¬ 
rogate when evaluating the actions of a 
human decision-maker, like a loan officer, 


a driver or a judge. In the same situations, 
we need to be able to do this with AI. While 
we don’t expect humans to justify all their 
decisions, there are many situations in 
which they have an ethical, social or legal 
obligation to do so. 

Compared with a human decision¬ 
maker, AI is already better in some ways 
at looking under the hood. You can’t peer 
into a human’s conscience, but you can re¬ 
view the progression of information that a 
program processed. 

Yet that material can be difficult to un¬ 
derstand. Machine-learning algorithms 
typically process massive datasets, and AI 
decision-making rules can be organized 
in ways that are completely different from 
how the human brain processes informa¬ 
tion. If a self-driving car could spit out a 
raw record of what it was “thinking” at the 
time of a crash, it would probably be mean¬ 
ingless to a human. 

To make these explanations useful, we’ll 
need to develop ways for AI to translate its 
“thinking” into terms humans can under¬ 
stand. Doing this, of course, will add extra 
time and cost to the development of a sys¬ 
tem. If it requires revealing how a technol¬ 
ogy works or releasing proprietary data, 
there may be concerns about intellectual- 
property rights. 

But from a technical perspective, we be¬ 
lieve this is a feasible goal. With the right 
programming, AI can probably explain its 
decisions even more clearly than a human 
could, retracing the inputs far more pre¬ 
cisely than a human with fuzzy memory. 

Researchers, manufacturers and, yes, 
lawyers must start thinking about account¬ 
ability as they’re designing AI. Programs 
must include feedback that can be used to 
properly apportion legal liability. 

For example, in the Pittsburgh crash, 
was AI partially at fault because it didn’t 
detect the truck that ran the light? Or was 
its decision optimal, because any other 
choice would have created greater danger? 
The answers to these questions would be 
central to determining fault and damages 
in any legal proceedings following such a 
crash. 

Artificial intelligence has incredible po¬ 
tential, but good outcomes can’t be taken 
for granted. Developing systems that can 
explain their “thinking” will let lawyers, 
policymakers and ethicists create stan¬ 
dards that allow us to hold flawed or biased 
AI accountable under the law. 

Through our research, conducted along 
with our colleagues, we want to ensure 
that as this tech advances and spreads, we 
can hold our tools to the same — or higher 
— standards we ask of our fellow humans. 

Finale Doshi-Velez is an assistant professor of 
computer science at Harvard University’s John 
A. Paulson School of Engineering and Applied 
Sciences. Mason Kortz is a clinical instructional fel¬ 
low at the Harvard Law School cyberlaw clinic, part 
of the Berkman Klein Center for Internet & Society. 
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OPINION_ 

To Trump, public office isn’t a public trust 



By Ian Bassin 
Special to The Washington Post 

B etween 2009 and 2011, I briefed 
almost every political appointee 
to enter government at the start of 
their tenure on what it means to be 
a government employee, and the responsi¬ 
bilities that came with the office. I had one 
overriding message: Whatever you came 
into government to do — whether to work 
on health care or foreign policy or climate 
change — before you could do any of that, 
you have to commit to serve the public. The 
reasoning was simple. Public office is a pub¬ 
lic trust, and unless the public trusts you to 
be working on their behalf, government as 
an enterprise will fail. 

While I was the one giving these talks, 
either to hundreds of federal agency ap¬ 
pointees in the lobby of the Ronald Reagan 
Building or to each new White House staff¬ 
er in small gatherings, the message didn’t 
originate with me. The idea came from our 
Founding Fathers, and the decision to pri¬ 
oritize it in the past administration came 
from the president. 

That’s why it has been disturbing to have 
witnessed for the past year a complete up¬ 
ending of this concept by the current holder 
of that office. This week’s revelation by The 
Washington Post’s Ruth Marcus that Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump had White House staff 
sign a nondisclosure agreement compelling 
their silence long after their government 
service is over, ostensibly to be enforce¬ 
able by Trump personally, is the latest ex¬ 
ample. It’s not just a matter of law (though 
government does restrict disclosure of 
some confidential or classified information, 
these NDAs go far beyond those rules); it’s 
about principle, and what these NDAs sig¬ 
nify about the president’s view of govern¬ 
ment work. At root, it has become clear that 
Trump doesn’t view public office as a pub¬ 
lic trust, but rather as a personal fiefdom, to 
be controlled by whomever is declared the 
winner of an election. 

With the plethora of scandals coming 


out of this White House, it can be hard to 
process them all. It’s important not to treat 
the latest revelations about the NDA or any 
other scandal as just one more item on a list, 
forgotten after the next staffing fiasco or 
outrageous tweet. Taken together, Trump’s 
actions add up to something more: a presi¬ 
dent who isn’t committed to the fundamen¬ 
tal principle that government exists to serve 
the public. 

First, there’s Trump’s expectation that 
every federal employee works for him per¬ 
sonally. That explains his disbelief that At¬ 
torney General Jeff Sessions would recuse 
himself from the Russia investigation rath¬ 
er than “totally protect” Trump. It explains 


why he asked in various ways for personal 
loyalty from James Comey, Rod Rosenstein 
and Andrew McCabe, and has removed two 
of them (so far) when he felt their loyalty 
was insufficient. And it’s what is so misguid¬ 
ed about an NDA that, aside from imposing 
an outrageous lifetime blanket omerta on 
public servants, purports to be enforceable 
(it’s not) by Trump personally as a private 
citizen after leaving office. 

Second, there’s Trump’s view that he 
alone can wield the powers of government 
however he chooses. Or, as he declared re¬ 
cently, that he has “an absolute right to do 
what I want to do with the Justice Depart¬ 
ment” (he doesn’t). Consider also his state¬ 


ment on aluminum and steel tariff's: “I’m 
sticking with 10 and 25 [percent] initially. 
I’ll have a right to go up or down depending 
on the country, and I’ll have a right to drop 
out countries or add countries.” You would 
never know from that statement that there 
is a Congress or an executive branch or any 
process designed to take public input. 

Third, there’s his campaign to under¬ 
mine any form of public accountability: The 
media are fake; the voters are engaging in 
fraud; the special counsel is conflicted; the 
judges are biased; the potential witnesses 
against him are liars. 

And last, there’s the way Trump uses his 
public office to enrich himself and his kin, 
whether by refusing to divest his business¬ 
es and allowing them to serve as a conduit 
for alleged bribes, or using his platform as 
head of state to hawk his golf properties in 
official speeches. 

When you take all of this together, you 
don’t just have an attack on the notion that 
public office is a public trust; you have an 
attack on the idea of liberal democracy it¬ 
self — that the public elects officeholders 
to carry out the public’s business, who are 
constrained by a set of checks and balances 
to ensure they don’t subvert that mission. 

As the democracy expert Yascha Mounk 
put it recently, it’s for these reasons that 
“the Founding Fathers insisted that the pri¬ 
mary duty of American citizens should be 
to a set of ideas and institutions, not to a par¬ 
ticular person,” and that “It is this funda¬ 
mental tradition that Trump — acting more 
like an Old World monarch who is used to 
demanding fealty from his subjects — [has] 
attacked].” 

I was asked on occasion when I served 
in the White House Counsel’s Office if staff 
should be required to sign NDAs. My re¬ 
sponse always contained some version of 
this: We work for the public. 

If Trump can’t see that, Congress and his 
lawyers should remind him. 

Ian Bassin is the executive director of Protect 
Democracy and formerly served as an associate 
White House counsel to President Barack Obama. 


The budget process works, shutdown threats and all 


This year, House and Senate Republican leaders 
have decided not to do any budget at all so the GOP 
representatives and senators running for re-election 
won’t be faced with unappealing political choices. 


By Stan Collender 

Special to The Washington Post 

A s Congress races to try to head off 
yet another possible government 
shutdown this Friday, one of the 
most common complaints in Wash¬ 
ington — that the federal budget process is 
broken — is likely to be repeated so frequent¬ 
ly that it will seem like commonly accepted 
political wisdom. 

But that’s actually completely wrong. The 
process is working perfectly, at least as far as 
the people in charge are concerned. 

The idea that the budget process is doing 
just fine seems difficult to swallow. Given 
all the fiscal cliffs, threatened and actual 
government shutdowns, dead-on-arrival 
presidential budgets, repeated debt-ceiling 
debacles, continual congressional budget 
failures, multiple stopgap funding bills and 
constantly ignored statutory deadlines, the 
process certainly appears to need to be, in 
typical Washington-speak, “reformed.” 

But consider the following. 

Last year, the supposedly broken-beyond- 
repair budget process enabled the GOP’s 
congressional leadership to do two budgets 
in the same year so that its highest legisla¬ 
tive priorities — repealing and replacing the 
Affordable Care Act and passing a tax cut 
— could be debated without having to worry 
about a filibuster by Senate Democrats. 

This year, House and Senate Republican 
leaders have decided not to do any budget at 
all so the GOP representatives and senators 


running for re-election won’t be faced with 
the very unappealing political choice of ei¬ 
ther voting in favor of $1 trillion annual defi¬ 
cits or embarrassing their party just months 
before Election Day by voting against it. 

In other words, the budget process allowed 
Congress to do what it wanted to do last year. 
This year, that same process is allowing Re¬ 
publican majorities to avoid what they want 
to avoid. 

From a purely political perspective, that’s 
a budget process the GOP congressional 
leadership will want to keep exactly as it is 
now, and budget process reform is something 
it will desperately want to avoid. 

The insistence that the federal budget 
process is broken and needs to be changed 
isn’t coming from Capitol Hill. Yes, there are 
pockets of concern by some members of both 
houses; the House and Senate budget com¬ 
mittees have held hearings on this (full dis¬ 
closure: I have testified before both on this 
issue); there is even a House-Senate select 
committee that is supposed to come up with 
budget process reform recommendations by 
Thanksgiving. 

But all this activity is less designed to re¬ 
tool the budget process than it is to placate 


all those who are so fervently saying that it 
needs to be reformed: the interest groups, 
think tanks and associations that make up 
the inside-the-Beltway federal budgeting 
community. (More full disclosure: I am gen¬ 
erally considered to be part of this group). 

This group thinks the federal budget pro¬ 
cess is broken because the process isn’t doing 
what it wants done. The Beltway budget 
crowd refuses to admit that. Because of last 
year’s massive tax cut followed by this year’s 
big spending increase deal, the United States 
has just gone through the fiscal equivalent of 
a political realignment that was engineered 
by GOP leaders. The virtually constant de¬ 
mand for a balanced federal budget that has 
existed for decades wasn’t just abandoned 
over the past few months; it was replaced with 
a permanent, trillion-dollar annual deficit. 

Those leaders aren’t going anywhere soon. 
No matter what happens in this fall’s elec¬ 
tions, they will certainly still be in their po¬ 
sitions by the time the new budget reform 
committee is supposed to complete its work 
a few weeks after Election Day. 

So much of the federal budgeting commu¬ 
nity is living in a fiscal fantasyland and a def¬ 
icit dream world. What the specialists want 


is not what the leadership wants. And even a 
broken, abused and mishandled federal bud¬ 
get process isn’t going to change very much 
so long as it allows Congress to get politically 
expedient results. 

The Beltway budgeting world also refuses 
to admit that the formal process doesn’t re¬ 
ally matter, anyway. As the past two budget 
debates amply prove, Congress is very will¬ 
ing to bend or completely ignore its own bud¬ 
get rules whenever leaders want, especially 
because members don’t fear any political ret¬ 
ribution for doing so. Voters just don’t seem 
to care very much about arcane legislative 
procedures. 

That means all the suggestions about how 
to fix the federal budget process are — to 
use a technical term — utter nonsense. Un¬ 
less the political calculus changes, Congress 
will ignore any newly required reports by the 
Congressional Budget Office the way it disre¬ 
gards the current ones. Tighter deadlines for 
legislative action or two-year budgets will be 
treated as if they don’t exist. No procedural 
changes of any kind will force Congress to do 
anything it doesn’t want to do. 

That means there will be more budget 
cliffhanger endings in the future, and we 
shouldn’t count on the congressional lead¬ 
ership to push changes to stop them from 
happening. As far as they’re concerned, the 
current federal budget process is working 
perfectly. 

Stan Collender is a Forbes contributor and 
teaches at the McCourt School of Public Policy at 
Georgetown University. 
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Eugene Sheffer Crossword 



ACROSS 

1 Long for 
5 Denny’s rival 
9 Chop 

12 Miles away 

13 Mediocre 

14 Playwright Levin 

15 Old Testament 
book 

17 Huge 

18 Small changes 

19 Nutmeg or 
cinnamon 

21 “Monopoly” 
square 

22 Reckon 
24 Give up 

27 — Aviv 

28 Battery fluid 
31 Mouths (Lat.) 
32—bind 

33 Alien craft 

34 Rhett’s last word 

36 Convent 
manager 

37 “Hey!” 

38 World record? 

40 Infinitive part 

41 Japanese 
fish dish 

43 Punctual 

47 Business mag 

48 Gladiator played 
by Kirk Douglas 

51 Actress Lucy 

52 Madcap 

3-22 


53 Hardy heroine 

54 USN officers 

55 Fearsome dino 

56 “Beetle 
Bailey” dog 

DOWN 

1 Mr. Disney 

2 Not many 

3 Cathedral area 

4 ER prioritization 

5 Egyptian deity 

6 Ad — 

7 Buckeyes’ sch. 

8 Sheriff’s group 

9 Tropical flower 

10 Rocker Clapton 

11 Carry on 

16 Ring decision 
20 Unpaid TV ad 
22 Biological group 
23— Bator 


24 Massachusetts 
cape 

25 Mound stat 

26 Syria’s capital 

27 Funny Fey 

29 Conditions 

30 Speck 
35 Ultimate 
37 Spud 

39 Composer 
Franz 

40 Potent stick 

41 Ledge 

42 Squad 

43 African antelope 

44 “Rhyme Pays” 
rapper 

45 Has to 

46 Canadian 
gas brand 

49 Standard 

50 Chemical suffix 
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CRYPTOQUIP 


AU JA EU TDYXZAEJDY 
VXXOLDPA UV ZXNTPDJDFX, 
AXHXZJO NXUNOX FUDHXDXY 


JDY YLAFTAAXY YLAPTAE. 

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: WHEN YOU’RE 
INCREDIBLY SKILLED AT SCRUBBING THINGS 
CLEAN, I GUESS YOU REALLY KNOW THE 
SCOUR. 

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: Y equals D 
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Classifiedsl 


Announcements 040 


SCAM 

FADS 


I People saying Free Dog 
(different breeds) for 
adoption. 


SELLER BEWARE 


Individuals placing 
classified advertising 
should use discretion in 
concluding the sale of their 
property. Not all potential 
buyers are reputable or 
honest. Stars and Stripes 
suggests that you take 
precautions to ensure that 
potential buyers are 
reputable and will be able 
to fulfill the terms of the 
sale. Stars and Stripes is not 
liable for the contractual 
relationship between 
sellers and buyers of 
merchandise advertised in 
the newspaper or on the 
web site. 


For information on Commercial Rates: CIV: 0631-3615-9012 or DSN: 583-9012 


Autos for Sale 
- Germany 


Legal Notices 


Auto - Quality Pre-owned 
US SPEC Vehicles 


DENTAL HYGIENIST NEEDED 

for new clinic in Landstuhl. 
Part-time or full-time. Contact 
Landstuhl American Dentistry at 


"Spring in Garmisch!** 

I of Garmisch Hot tub/saui 

_ sur PP, DBL occp, free brl_ 

dogs welcome. 08824-9120 
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Want a better picture? 


You’ll get one - just by reading Stars and Stripes military news coverage. 
In print • Online at stripes.com • Mobilefor Android, iPhone & iPad 
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Germany H&R BlockTax 
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x help. 

Ramstein Wiesbaden 
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Off Duty? 
Amuse Yourself! 


Concerts, events, TV, 
movies, music, video games, 
celebrity antics... 

Get entertained with... 

STARSt^STRIPES. 



STARStQlSTRI PES. 

Mobile • Online • Print 


Round-the-world news for Americas military. 


Stripes.com supplies constant updates, on news of interest — including reports from our overseas military bases in 
Europe, Pacific, Southwest Asia and the Mideast, and coverage of the Pentagon and Capitol Hill. 

Also available on mobile apps for Android smartphones and as an iOS app for both iPhone and iPad. 
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Something for everyone... 


News that matters to you — free in your inbox from Stars and Stripes, the 
military’s #1 independent source of news and information. Choose from 
Daily Headlines, Weekly Update, Veterans News, Stripes Opinion, 
Military History or the Stripes Europe email newsletter. Zero cost. 
That’s a very small price to pay for staying up on the topics that interest 
you most. Subscribe today: Stripes.com/newsletters . 
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SCOREBOARD 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most | 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 


College basketball 

1 

Pro baseball 

1 

Deals 


Vancouver 
Houston 
FC Dallas 
Real Salt Lake 
San Jose 
LA Galaxy 


1 1 


7 4 


Miami Open 

Tuesday 

At The Tennis Center at Crandon Park 
Key Biscayne, Fla. 

Purse: Men, $8.9 million (Masters 1000); 
Women, $7.97 million (Premier) 
Surface: Hard-Outdoor 
Singles 
Women 
First Round 

Christina McHale, United States, def. 
Kaia Kanepi, Estonia, 1-3 retired. 

Aj'la Tomljanovic, Australia, def. Lesia 
Tsurenko, Ukraine, 3-6,6-4, 7-5. 

Beatriz Haddad Maia, Brazil, def. 
Heather Watson, Britain, 7-6 (3), 6-2. 

Johanna Larsson, Sweden, def. Kat¬ 
erina Siniakova, Czech Republic, 4-6, 7-6 
(5), 7-5. 

Aliaksandra Sasnovich, Belarus, def. 
Kristyna Pliskova, Czech Republic, 1-6, 
7-6 (5), 7-5. 

Amanda Anisimova, United States, 
def. Wang Qiang, China, 6-3,1-6, 6-2. 

Alison Van Uytvanck, Belgium, def. 
Kateryna Bondarenko, Ukraine, 6-7 (3), 
7-5, 6-1. 

Claire Liu, United States, def. Whitney 
Osuigwe, United States, 6-3, 6-1. 

Bernarda Pera, United States, def. 
Lara Arruabarrena, Spain, 7-5, 6-4. 

Timea Babos, Hungary, def. Mona Bar- 
thel, Germany, 7-6 (5), 6-3. 

Maria Sakkari, Greece, def. Aleksan- 
dra Krunic, Serbia, 7-5, 6-1. 

Kirsten Flipkens, Belgium, def. Mihaela 
Buzarnescu, Romania, 6-2, 6-3. 


College baseball 


Tuesday’s scores 

EAST 

Merchant Marine 7, Baruch 5 

SOUTH 

Alabama A&M at Tennessee Tech, ccd. 
Brescia at Martin Methodist, ccd. 
Campbellsville at Bryan, ccd. 

Chowan 5, St. Andrews 2 
Coll, of Charleston at Charleston 
Southern, ppd. 

Coastal Carolina 9, Clemson 5 
Duke 4, Campbell 0 
ETSU 9, Tennessee 6 
Florida St. 6, UCF 4 
Georgia Tech 6, Auburn 4 
Indiana-Southeast at Georgetown 
(Ky.), ccd. 

King (Tenn.) 8, Carson-Newman 5 
Kentucky St. at Asbury, ccd. 

Lindsey Wilson at Freed-Hardeman, ppd. 
Louisville at W. Kentucky, ppd. 
Memphis 14, MVSU 0 
Morehead St. 7, Alabama St. 5 
NC Central 18, Md.-Eastern Shore 5 
North Carolina 13, Maryland 1 
Northeastern 7, Boston College 4, 18 
innings 

Notre Dame 5, N. Illinois 3 
Rhodes 9, Huntingdon 6 
Talladega at Tenn. Wesleyan, ppd. 

The Citadel 4, South Carolina 3 
Virginia at Towson, ccd. 

Wake Forest 7, Appalachian St. 3 
MIDWEST 

Columbia (Mo.) 9. Culver-Stockton 4 

SOUTHWEST 

Texas A&M-CC 6, Texas Rio Grande 
Valleys 


New York City FC 3 . . . 

Columbus 2 0 1 7 5 2 

Atlanta United FC 2 1 0 6 7 6 

Philadelphia 10 1 4 2 0 

New York 1 1 0 3 4 1 

Montreal 1 2 0 3 4 5 

New England 1 1 0 3 2 3 

D.C. United 0 1 2 2 4 6 

Orlando City 0 2 1 12 5 

Chicago 0 2 0 0 4 6 

Toronto FC 0 2 0 0 0 3 

WESTERN CONFERENCE 

W L T PtS GF GA 
Los Angeles FC 2 0 0 6 6 1 

Minnesota United 2 1 0 6 6 5 

Sporting K^ ------ 

Vancouver 


NIT 

Quarterfinals 
Tuesday, March 20 

Penn State 85, Marquette 80 
Mississippi State 79, Louisville 56 
Wednesday, March 21 
Western Kentucky (26-10) vs. Oklaho¬ 
ma State (21-14) 

Saint Mary’s (30-5) vs. Utah (21-11) 

CIT 

Quarterfinals 
Wednesday, March 21 

UIC (18-15) at Austin Peay (19-14) 
Northern Colorado (23-12) at San Di¬ 
ego (20-13) 

Thursday, March 22 
Sam Houston State (20-14) at UTSA 
Saturday, March 24 
Central Michigan (21-14) at Liberty 
(21-14) 

CBI 

Semifinals 

Wednesday, March 21 

Jacksonville State (23-12) vs. Camp¬ 
bell (18-15) 

North Texas (17-17) vs. San Francisco 
(20-15) 

NCAA Men’s 
Division II Tournament 

Quarterfinals 
Tuesday, March 20 

West Texas A&M 87, Le Moyne 73 
Ferris State 87, Barry 84 
Queens (NC) 100, California Baptist 94 
Northern State 79, East Stroudsburg 71 
Semifinals 
Thursday, March 22 
Ferris State (36-1) vs. West Texas A&M 
(32-3) 

Queens (NC) (32-3) vs. Northern State 


Colorado 0 10 0 1 

Seattle 0 2 0 0 0 

Portland 0 2 0 0 1 

Note: Three points for victory, o 
point for tie. 

Saturday’s games 
New York City FC at New England 
Portland at FC Dallas 
D.C. United at Columbus 
Minnesota United at New York 
Sporting Kansas City at Colorado 
LA Galaxy at Vancouver 


■viunuciy, n/idrcn u 

Graceland (Iowa) 87, LSU Shreveport 80 
LSU Alexandria 84, William Penn 75 

Championship 
Tuesday, March 20 

Graceland (Iowa) 83, LSU Alexandria 
30, OT 

NCAA Women’s Tournament 

ALBANY REGIONAL 
First Round 
Friday, March 16 
At Columbia, S.C. 

Virginia 68, California 62 
South Carolina 63, N.C. A&T 52 

Saturday, March 17 
At Storrs, Conn. 

UConn 140, Saint Francis (Pa.) 52 
Quinnipiac 86, Miami 72 

At Athens, Ga. 

Duke 72, Belmont 58 
Georgia 68, Mercer 63 

At Tallahassee, Fla. 

Florida State 91, Little Rock 49 
Buffalo 102, South Florida 79 
Second Round 
Sunday, March 18 
At Columbia, S.C. 

South Carolina 66, Virginia 56 
Monday, March 19 
At Storrs, Conn. 

UConn 71, Quinnipiac 46 
At Athens, Ga. 

Duke 66, Georgia 40 

At Tallahassee, Fla. 

Buffalo 86, Florida State 65 
Regional Semifinals 
Saturday, March 24 
At Albany, N.Y. 

South Carolina (28-6) vs. Buffalo (29-5) 
UConn (34-0) vs. Duke (24-8) 

Regional Championship 
Monday, March 26 

Semifinal winners 

SPOKANE REGIONAL 
First Round 
Friday, March 16 
At Notre Dame, Ind. 

Notre Dame 99, Cal State Northridge 81 
Villanova 81, South Dakota State 74, OT 

At College Station, Texas 
DePaul 90, Oklahoma 79 
Texas A&M 89, Drake 76 
At Eugene, Ore. 

Minnesota 89, Green Bay 77 
Oregon 88, Seattle 45 

Saturday, March 17 
At Columbus, Ohio 
Central Michigan 78, LSU 69 
Ohio State 87, George Washington 45 
Second Round 
Sunday, March 18 
At Notre Dame, Ind. 

Notre Dame 98, Villanova 72 
At College Station, Texas 
Texas A&M 80, DePaul 79 
At Eugene, Ore. 

Oregon 101, Minnesota 73 
Monday, March 19 
At Columbus, Ohio 
Central Michigan 95, Ohio State 78 
Regional Semifinals 
Saturday, March 24 
At Spokane, Wash. 

Notre Dame (31-3) vs. Texas A&M (26-9) 
Oregon (32-4) vs. Central Michigan (30-4) 
Regional Championship 
Monday, March 26 
Semifinal winners 

KANSAS CITY REGIONAL 
First Round 
Friday, March 16 
At Raleigh, N.C. 

Maryland 77, Princeton 57 
N.C. State 62, Elon 34 

Saturday, March 17 
At Starkville, Miss. 

Oklahoma State 84, Syracuse 57 


Mississippi State 95, Nicholls 50 

At Los Angeles 

UCLA 71, American 60 
Creighton 76, Iowa 70 

At Austin, Texas 

Arizona State 73, Nebraska 62 
Texas 83, Maine 54 

Second Round 
Sunday, March 18 
At Raleigh, N.C. 

N.C. State 74, Maryland 60 

Monday, March 19 
At Starkville, Miss. 

Mississippi State 71, Oklahoma State 56 

At Los Angeles 

UCLA 86, Creighton 64 

At Austin, Texas 
Texas 85, Arizona State 65 
Regional Semifinals 
Friday, March 23 
At Kansas City, Mo. 

N.C. State (26-8) vs. Mississippi State 
(34-1) 

UCLA (26-7) vs. Texas (28-6) 

Regional Championship 
Sunday, March 25 

Semifinal winners 

LEXINGTON REGIONAL 
First Round 
Friday, March 16 
At Louisville, Ky. 

Louisville 74, Boise State 42 
Marquette 84, Dayton 65 

At Knoxville, Tenn. 

Oregon State 82, Western Kentucky 58 
Tennessee 100, Liberty 60 
At Waco, Texas 

Michigan 75, Northern Colorado 61 
Baylor 96, Grambling State 46 

Saturday, March 17 
At Stanford, Calif. 

Florida Gulf Coast 80, Missouri 70 
Stanford 82, Gonzaga 68 

Second Round 
Sunday, March 18 
At Louisville, Ky. 

Louisville 90, Marquette 72 
At Knoxville, Tenn. 

Oregon State 66, Tennessee 59 
At Waco, Texas 
Baylor 80, Michigan 58 

Monday, March 19 
At Stanford, Calif. 

Stanford 90, Florida Gulf Coast 70 
Regional Semifinals 
Friday, March 23 
At Lexington, Ky. 

Oregon State (25-7) vs. Baylor (33-1) 
Louisville (34-2) vs. Stanford (24-10) 

Regional Championship 
Sunday, March 25 
Semifinal winners 

FINAL FOUR 
At Columbus, Ohio 
National Semifinals 
Friday, March 30 

Albany champion vs. Spokane chamion 
Kansas City champion vs. Lexington 
champion 

National Championship 
Sunday, April 1 

Semifinal winners 

Women’s NIT 

Second Round 
Saturday, March 17 

TCU 86, Missouri State 51 
James Madison 62, Radford 35 
Sunday, March 18 
Indiana 74, Milwaukee 54 
Purdue 77, Ball State 72 
Virginia Tech 78, George Mason 69 
South Dakota 74, Colorado State 49 
Georgia Tech 91, UAB 47 
West Virginia 79, Saint Joseph’s 51 
Alabama 80, UCF 61 
UC Davis 74, Wyoming 64 
Fordham 63, Drexel 60 
Kansas State 74, Utah 57 

Monday, March 19 
Michigan State 68, Toledo 66 
Duquesne 69, Georgetown 66 
St. John’s 53, Penn 48 

Tuesday, March 20 
New Mexico 93, Rice 73 
Third Round 
Thursday, March 22 
Purdue (20-13) at Indiana (19-14) 
James Madison (23-10) at West Vir- 


Duquesne (25-7) at St. John’s (18-14) 
Georgia Tech (20-13) at Alabama (19-13) 
Michigan State (19-13) at South Da¬ 
kota (28-6) 

TCU (21-12) at New Mexico (25-10) 

Friday, March 23 

UC Davis (27-6) at Kansas State (18-15) 

WBI 

Quarterfinals 
Monday, March 19 

South Alabama 54, Furman 53 
Central Arkansas 82, Weber State 67 
Nevada 86, Fresno State 74 

Tuesday, March 20 
Yale 70, Binghamton 64 

Semifinals 
Friday, March 23 

South Alabama (21-12) at Yale (17-13) 

Saturday, March 24 

Nevada (19-16) at Central Arkansas (24-9) 

Championship 
March 28 or 29 

Semifinal winners 

NCAA Women’s 
Division II Tournament 

Semifinals 

Wednesday, March 21 

Central Missouri (28-3) vs. Union 
(Tenn.) (31-3) 

Ashland (35-0) vs. Indiana (Pa.) (30-3) 


Championship 
Friday, March 23 


Women’s NAIA 

Championship 
Tuesday, March 20 

Freed-Hardeman 76, Westmont 64 


Spring training 

Wednesday’s games 

Boston vs. Tampa Bay at Port Char¬ 
lotte, Fla. 

Houston vs. Washington at West Palm 
Beach, Fla. 

St. Louis vs. Miami at Jupiter, Fla. 

Philadelphia vs. Toronto at Dunedin, Fla. 

Chicago Cubs vs. Texas at Surprise, Ariz. 

Oakland vs. Milwaukee (ss) at Phoenix 

San Diego vs. Chicago White Sox at 
Glendale, Ariz. 

Detroit vs. Atlanta at Kissimmee, Fla. 

Pittsburgh vs. Minnesota at Fort My¬ 
ers, Fla. 

Baltimore vs. N.Y. Yankees at Tampa, Fla. 

Kansas City vs. Cleveland at Good¬ 
year, Ariz. 

San Francisco vs. Arizona at Scotts¬ 
dale, Ariz. 

Milwaukee (ss) vs. Seattle at Peoria, Ariz. 

Thursday’s games 

Atlanta vs. St. Louis at Jupiter, Fla. 

Boston vs. Baltimore at Sarasota, Fla. 

Detroit vs. Philadelphia at Clearwater, 
Fla. 

Miami vs. Houston at West Palm 
Beach, Fla. 

N.Y. Yankees vs. Minnesota at Fort My¬ 
ers, Fla. 

Tampa Bay vs. Toronto (ss) at Dune- 

Colorado vs. Oakland at Mesa, Ariz. 

Kansas City vs. Milwaukee at Phoenix 

San Diego vs. Cleveland at Goodyear, 

Toronto (ss) vs. Pittsburgh at Braden¬ 
ton, Fla. 

Washington vs. N.Y. Mets at Port St. 
Lucie, Fla. 

Cincinnati vs. Texas (ss) at Surprise, Ariz. 

Chicago White Sox vs. Arizona at 
Scottsdale, Ariz. 

Texas (ss) vs. Seattle at Peoria, Ariz. 

Chicago Cubs vs. San Francisco at 
Scottsdale, Ariz. 

L.A. Angels vs. L.A. Dodgers at Glen¬ 
dale, Ariz. 

Friday’s games 

Boston vs. N.Y. Yankees at Tampa, Fla. 

Detroit vs. Atlanta at Kissimmee, Fla. 

Houston (ss) vs. Minnesota at Fort 
Myers, Fla. 

Philadelphia vs. Pittsburgh at Braden¬ 
ton, Fla. 

Tampa 
sota, Fla. 

Toronto vs. Tampa Bay (ss) at Port 
Charlotte, Fla. 

St. Louis vs. N.Y. Mets at Port St. Lu¬ 
cie, Fla. 

Kansas City (ss) vs. San Francisco at 
Scottsdale, Ariz. 

Milwaukee vs. Chicago Cubs at Mesa, 
Ariz. 

Seattle vs. Chicago White Sox at Glen¬ 
dale, Ariz. 

L.A. Dodgers vs. Kansas City (ss) at 
Surprise, Ariz. 

Cincinnati vs. Colorado at Scottsdale, 
Ariz. 

Oakland vs. L.A. Angels atTempe, Ariz. 

Houston (ss) vs. Washington at West 
Palm Beach, Fla. 

Washington (ss) vs. Miami at Jupiter, Fla. 

Arizona vs. Cleveland at Goodyear, Ariz. 

Texas vs. San Diego at Peoria, Ariz. 


College hockey 


NCAA Tournament 

NORTHEAST REGIONAL 
At Worcester, Mass. 

First Round 
Saturday, March 24 

Cornell (25-5-2) vs. Boston University 
(21-13-4) 

Michigan (20-14-3) vs. Northeastern 
(23-9-5) 

Championship 
Sunday, March 25 

Cornell-Boston University winner vs. 
Michigan-Northeastern winner 

EAST REGIONAL 
At Bridgeport, Conn. 

First Round 
Friday, March 23 

Notre Dame (25-9-2) vs. Michigan Tech 
(22-16-5) 

Providence (23-11-4) vs. Clarkson (23- 
10-6) 

Championship 
Saturday, March 24 

Notre Dame-Michigan Tech winner vs. 
Providence-Clarkson winner 

MIDWEST REGIONAL 
First Round 
At Allentown, Pa. 

First Round 
Saturday, March 24 
Ohio State (24-9-5) vs. Princeton (19-12-4) 
Denver (22-9-8) vs. Penn State (18-14-5) 
Championship 
Sunday, March 25 

Ohio State-Princeton winner vs. Den- 
ver-Penn State winner 

WEST REGIONAL 
At Sioux Falls, S.D. 

First Round 
Friday, March 23 

St. Cloud State (25-8-6) vs. Air Force 
(22-14-5) 

Minnesota State Mankato (29-9-1) vs. 
Minnesota Duluth (21-16-3) 

Championship 
Saturday, March 24 
St. Cloud State-Air Force winner vs. 
Minnesota State Mankato-Minnesota 
Duluth winner 

FROZEN FOUR 
At Xcel Energy Center 
St. Paul, Minn. 

National Semifinals 
Thursday, April 5 

Northeast champion vs. East champion 
Midwest champion vs. West champion 

National Championship 
Saturday, April 7 

Semifinal winners 


Tuesday’s transactions 

BASEBALL 
American League 

CHICAGO WHITE SOX - Reassigned 
RHP Michael Kopech and OF Jacob May 
to minor league camp. 

KANSAS CITY ROYALS - Signed RHP 
Clay Buchholz to a minor league con¬ 
tract. 

NEW YORK YANKEES - Acquired RHP 
Anyelo Gomez as a Rule 5 Draft return 
from Atlanta and assigned him to Scran¬ 
ton/Wilkes-Barre (IL). 

OAKLAND ATHLETICS - Agreed to 
terms with LHP Brett Anderson on a mi¬ 
nor league contract. 

TAMPA BAY RAYS - Sent INF Luis 
Rengifo to the L.A. Angels to complete 
an earlier trade. 

National League 

ARIZONA DIAMONDBACKS - Optioned 
RHP Jimmie Sherfy, IB Christian Walker 
and OF Jeremy Hazelbaker to Reno (PCL). 
Released LHP Antonio Bastardo. Reas¬ 
signed RHP Naftali Feliz and C Anthony 
Recker to their minor league camp. 

COLORADO ROCKIES - Optioned INF/ 
OF Jordan Patterson to Albuquerque 
(PCL). Reassigned INFs Garrett Hampson 
and Brendan Rogers and C Jan Vazquez 
to minor league camp. 

LOS ANGELES DODGERS - Optioned 
RHP Dylan Baker, OF Alex Verdugo and 
LHP Adam Liberatore to Oklahoma City 
(PCL). Reassigned INFs Jake Peter and 
Donovan Solano and C Rocky Gale to mi¬ 
nor league camp. 

MIAMI MARLINS - Optioned OF Brax¬ 
ton Lee and RHPs Nick Wittgren and San¬ 
dy Alcantara to New Orleans (PCL). 

NEW YORK METS - Optioned INFs 
Gavin Cecchini and Luis Guillorme to 
minor league camp. Reassigned OF Matt 
den Dekker, C Jose Lobaton, INF Ty Kelly, 
LHPs Matt Purke and PJ. Conlon and 
RHPs Drew Smith, A.J. Griffin and Corey 
Taylor to minor league camp. 

PITTSBURGH PIRATES - Optioned 2B 
Max Moroff, RHP Nick Kingham and OF 
Christopher Bostick to Indianapolis (IL). 
Reassigned OF Todd Cunningham; C 
Jackson Williams; INFs Pablo Reyes, Er¬ 
ich Weiss and Eric Wood; and RHPs Brett 
McKinney, Casey Sadler and John Stilson 
to minor league camp. 

WASHINGTON NATIONALS - Op¬ 
tioned OF Victor Robles to Syracuse (IL). 
Reassigned LHP Ismael Guillon to minor 
league camp. 

BASKETBALL 

National Basketball Association 

NBA — Fined Houston G/F Gerald 
Green $25,000 for shoving Minnesota C 
Gorgui Dieng and Boston F Marcus Mor¬ 
ris $15,000 for verbal abuse of a game 
official. 

FOOTBALL 

National Football League 

BUFFALO BILLS — Agreed to terms 
with LB Ramon Humber on a one-year 
contract. 

CAROLINA PANTHERS - Signed WR 
Jarius Wright to a three-year contract. 

INDIANAPOLIS COLTS - Signed WR 
Ryan Grant and OL Matt Slauson. 

JACKSONVILLE JAGUARS - Released 
WR Allen Hums and TE Marcedes Lewis. 

OAKLAND RAIDERS - Traded FB 
Jamize Olawale and the 192nd 2018 draft 
pick to Dallas for the 173rd pick. Waived 
LS Bradley . 

PITTSBURGH STEELERS - Signed S 
Morgan Burnett to a three-year con- 

SAN FRANCISCO 49ERS - Signed G 
Jonathan Cooper to a one-year contract. 

WASHINGTON REDSKINS - Named 
Phil Rauscher assistant offensive coach. 
Promoted Kevin O’Connell to passing 
game coordinator. 

HOCKEY 

National Hockey League 

ANAHEIM DUCKS - Signed LW Kiefer 
Sherwood to a two-year entry level con¬ 
tract. Recalled D Andy Welinski from San 
Diego (AHL). 

ARIZONA COYOTES - Recalled C 
Dylan Strome and D Trevor Murphy from 
Tucson (AHL). Signed G Merrick Madsen 
to a two-year, entry-level contract. 

CALGARY FLAMES - Assigned G Ma¬ 
son MacDonald from Stockton (AHL) to 
Kansas City (ECHL). 

CHICAGO BLACKHAWKS - Recalled F 
Andreas Martinsen from Rockford (AHL) 
on an emergency basis. 

DALLAS STARS - Recalled LW Curtis 
McKenzie from Texas (AHL). 

SOCCER 

Major League Soccer 

MONTREAL IMPACT - Acquired M 
Alejandro Silva on free transfer from 
Club Atletico Lanus (Primera Division-Ar- 
gentina) and signed him to a three-year 
contract. Loaned M Shamit Shome to Ot¬ 
tawa (USL). 

COLLEGE 

NCAA — Announced Auburn sopho¬ 
more basketball F Danjel Purifoy must 
sit out the first 30 percent of the 2018-19 
season. 

IOWA — Granted releases to junior 
men’s basketball F Ahmad Wagner to ex¬ 
plore college football opportunities and 
graduate G Brady Ellingson to transfer. 

MEMPHIS — Named Penny Hardaway 
men’s basketball coach. 

MINNESOTA - Announced the resig¬ 
nation of men’s hockey coach Don Lu- 

OKLAHOMA — Announced freshman G 
Trae Young will enter the NBA Draft. 

SAN JOSE STATE - Signed Louren 
Hanson, women’s soccer coach, to a five- 
year contract extension. 

TEXAS — Announced freshman F Mo 
Bamba will enter the NBA Draft. 

VIRGINIA — Announced the retirement 
of women’s basketball coach Joanne 
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Roundup 


Scoreboard 


Lightning roar 
back top Leafs 


Associated. Press 

TAMPA, Fla. — Alex Killorn 
and the Tampa Bay Lightning 
pulled off a rare comeback to 
knock off their division rival. 

Killorn broke a tie with 10:46 
left in the third period and Tampa 
Bay scored the final four goals to 
rally for a 4-3 victory over To¬ 
ronto, stopping the Maple Leafs’ 
four-game winning streak Tues¬ 
day night. 

Killorn took a pass from rookie 
Tony Cirelli and fired in a shot 
from the slot to put the Lightning 
ahead after they trailed 3-0 mid¬ 
way through the second. 

“In the intermission we just 
wanted to stick to our game and 
just thought about how good it 
would feel to come back and win 
this game,” Killorn said. 

The Lightning scored three 
times in the third as they came 
back from down three or more 
goals to win in regulation for the 
fifth time in franchise history 
— the first time since defeating 
the New York Rangers on Dec. 
23, 2006. 

“The vibe in the room was re¬ 
ally good after two (periods),” 
coach Jon Cooper said. “Every¬ 
body thought it was an extremely 
winnable game and they went out 
and played a really, really respon¬ 
sible third period.” 

Victor Hedman, Ryan Mc- 
Donagh and Nikita Kucherov also 
scored as Tampa Bay reached 50 
wins for the second time in team 
history. Yanni Gourde had two 
assists for the Atlantic Division 
leaders, who moved five points 
ahead of second-place Boston 
for the top spot in the Eastern 
Conference. 

Avalanche 5, Blackhawks 1: 

Nathan MacKinnon had two as¬ 
sists, extending his point streak to 


a career high-tying 13 games, and 
visiting Colorado beat Chicago. 

Capitals 4, Stars 3: John Carl¬ 
son scored with five minutes re¬ 
maining to help host Washington 
beat Dallas and extend its lead 
atop the Metropolitan Division. 

Blue Jackets 5, Rangers 3: 
Artemi Panarin had three goals 
and an assist, Sergei Bobrovsky 
made 29 saves and visiting Co¬ 
lumbus extended its winning 
streak to nine games with a vic¬ 
tory over New York. 

Islanders 4, Penguins 1: 
Mathew Barzal and Adam Pelech 
scored in the first period and 
host New York went on to beat 
Pittsburgh. 

Red Wings 5, Flyers 4 (SO): 

Frans Nielsen scored his NHL- 
record 22nd shootout winner and 
host Detroit edged Philadelphia 
to end its 10-game losing streak. 

Jets 2, Kings 1 (OT): Kyle Con¬ 
nor scored his second goal of the 
game 1:37 into overtime to lift 
host Winnipeg over Los Ange¬ 
les after losing Patrik Laine to a 
lower-body injury. 

Panthers 7, Senators 2: Jared 
McCann had a goal and two as¬ 
sists to lead visiting Florida while 
Ottawa captain Erik Karlsson sat 
out following the death of his son. 

Oilers 7 , Hurricanes 3: Leon 
Draisaitl had a goal and three as¬ 
sists and visiting Edmonton rode 
a three-goal first period to a vic¬ 
tory over Carolina. 

Sharks 6, Devils 2: Jannik 
Hansen scored his first goal of 
the season and fellow fourth-lin¬ 
ers Eric Fehr and Barclay Good- 
row also scored to help host San 
Jose beat New Jersey for its sea¬ 
son-high fifth straight win. 

Golden Knights 4, Canucks 1: 
Jonathan Marchessault scored 
his 23rd goal and host Vegas de¬ 
feated Vancouver. 



Chris O’Meara/AP 


Lightning defenseman Ryan McDonagh celebrates after scoring 
against the Toronto Maple Leafs on Tuesday in Tampa, Fla. 


Tampa Bay 

Boston 

Toronto 

Washington 

Pittsburgh 

Columbus 

Philadelphia 

New Jersey 


Eastern Conference 

GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

73 50 19 4 104 264 205 

71 45 17 .. 

73 43 23 

73 42 24 


99 239 184 
93 246 208 
91 229 217 


73 41 27 5 87 238 222 

74 41 28 5 87 210 206 

74 37 25 12 86 222 220 

73 37 28 8 82 219 221 


Carolina 73 31 31 11 73 197 232 

N.Y. Rangers 73 32 33 8 72 211 236 

N.Y. Islanders 73 31 32 10 72 235 263 

Florida 71 37 27 7 81 219 218 

Detroit 73 27 35 11 65 189 228 

Montreal 73 26 35 12 64 182 232 

Ottawa 72 26 35 11 63 199 251 

Buffalo 72 23 37 12 58 172 236 

Western Conference 


Nashville 

Winnipeg 
San Jose 
Minnesota 
Colorado 
Los Angeles 
Anaheim 


GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

72 48 14 10 106 236 178 

73 47 21 5 99 248 200 

73 44 19 10 98 242 190 

73 41 23 9 91 225 201 

73 41 24 8 90 227 210 

73 40 25 8 88 236 210 

74 40 27 7 87 212 186 

73 37 24 12 86 206 197 


Dallas 

St. Louis 

Calgary 

Edmonton 

Chicago 

Arizona 

Vancouver 


74 38 28 8 
72 39 28 5 


84 212 201 
83 201 193 
80 204 222 
69 208 234 
69 209 228 
59 175 230 
59 187 240 


35 29 10 

73 32 36 5 

74 3 0 3 5 9 

72 24 37 11 

_ 73 25 39 9 

Note: Two points for a win,_,_ 

for overtime loss. Top three teams in 
each division and two wild cards per 
conference advance to playoffs. 

Monday’s games 
Columbus 5, Boston 4, OT 
Nashville 4, Buffalo 0 
Florida 2, Montreal 0 
Los Angeles 4, Minnesota 3, OT 
Arizona 5, Calgary 2 

Tuesday’s games 
Columbus 5, N.Y. Rangers 3 
Washington 4, Dallas 3 
N.Y. Islanders 4, Pittsburgh 1 
Edmonton 7, Carolina 3 
Florida 7, Ottawa 2 
Detroit 5, Philadelphia 4, SO 
Tampa Bay 4, Toronto 3 
Winnipeg 2, Los Angeles 1, OT 
Colorado 5, Chicago 1 
Vegas 4, Vancouver 1 
San Jose 6, New Jersey 2 

Wednesday’s games 
Montreal at Pittsburgh 
Arizona at Buffalo 
Boston at St. Louis 
Anaheim at Calgary 

Thursday's games 
N.Y. Rangers at Philadelphia 
Arizona at Carolina 
Florida at Columbus 
Tampa Bay at N.Y. Islanders 
Washington at Detroit 
Edmonton at Ottawa 
Toronto at Nashville 
Vancouver at Chicago 
Los Angeles at Colorado 
Vegas at San Jose 

Friday’s games 
Montreal at Buffalo 
New Jersey at Pittsburgh 
Anaheim at Winnipeg 


Tuesday 

Red Wings 5, Flyers 4 (SO) 

Philadelphia 0 13 0-4 

Detroit 0 3 10-5 

Detroit won shootout 1-0. 

Second Period— 1, Detroit, Larkin 10 
(Helm), 6:08. 2, Detroit, Glendening 9 
(Daley), 7:59 (sh). 3, Philadelphia, Coutu¬ 
rier 30 (Giroux, Gostisbehere), 8:53 (pp). 
4, Detroit, Svechnikov 1 (Frk, Larkin), 
9:57. 

Third Period— 5, Philadelphia, Read 
1 (Lehtera, Laughton), 7:46. 6, Philadel¬ 
phia, Gostisbehere 13 (Voracek, Giroux), 
9:40 (pp). 7, Detroit, Larkin 11 (Mantha), 
14:06. 8, Philadelphia, Konecny 20 (Cou¬ 
turier, Giroux), 14:34. 

Shootout— Philadelphia 0 (Vora¬ 
cek NG, Weal NG, Patrick NG), Detroit 1 
(Nielsen G, Nyquist NG, Larkin NG). 

Shots on Goal— Philadelphia 9-5-16- 
1-31. Detroit 13-9-4-5-31. 

Power-play opportunities— Philadel¬ 
phia 2 of 4; Detroit 0 of 1. 

Goalies— Philadelphia, Mrazek 13-12- 
4 (19 shots-16 saves), Lyon 3-2-1 (12-11). 
Detroit, Howard 19-25-8 (31-27). 

A-19,515 (20,000). T-2:44. 


Capitals 4, Stars 3 

Dallas 1 2 0-3 

Washington 0 3 1-4 

First Period— 1, Dallas, Seguin 39 
(Klingberg, Radulov), 16:04 (pp). 

Second Period— 2, Washington, Oshie 
16 (Eller, Ovechkin), 4:07. 3, Washington, 
Niskanen 6, 5:32. 4, Dallas, Radulov 26 
(Benn, Klingberg), 11:48. 5, Washington, 
Ovechkin 44 (Oshie, Carlson), 13:41 (pp). 
6, Dallas, Benn 27,18:15. 

Third Period— 7, Washington, Carlson 
15 (Ovechkin, Eller), 15:01. 

Shots on Goal— Dallas 4-13-10-27. 
Washington 5-16-11-32. 

Power-play opportunities— Dallas 1 of 
4; Washington 1 of 3. 

Goalies— Dallas, Lehtonen 12-11-3 (32 
shots-28 saves). Washington, Holtby 31- 
15-4 (27-24). 

A-18,506 (18,277). T-2:37. 



L.E. Baskow/AP 


Golden Knights defenseman Brayden McNabb, bottom, is taken 
down by Vancouver Canucks left wing Daniel Sedin during the third 
period of Tuesday’s game in Las Vegas. 


Lightning 4, Maple Leafs 3 

Toronto 1 2 0-3 

Tampa Bay 0 1 3-4 

First Period — 1, Toronto, van Riemsdyk 
32 (Carrick, Marner), 15:06. 

Second Period— 2, Toronto, van 
Riemsdyk 33 (Kadri, Bozak), 1:29 (pp). 3, 
Toronto, Hyman 14, 15:41. 4, Tampa Bay, 
Hedman 13 (Stamkos, Erne), 16:40. 

Third Period— 5, Tampa Bay, Mc¬ 
Donagh 4 (Gourde, Sergachev), 1:24. 6, 
Tampa Bay, Kucherov 37, 3:32. 7, Tampa 
Bay, Killorn 14 (Gourde, Cirelli), 9:14. 

Shots on Goal-Toronto 12-12-6—30. 
Tampa Bay 6-12-7—25. 

Power-play opportunities— Toronto 1 
of 3; Tampa Bay 0 of 1. 

Goalies— Toronto, Andersen 33-19-5 
(25 shots-21 saves). Tampa Bay, Vasilevs- 
kiy 41-14-3 (30-27). 

A-19,092 (19,092). T-2:30. 

Avalanche 5, Blackhawks 1 

Colorado 0 3 2-5 

Chicago 1 0 0-1 

First Period— 1, Chicago, Seabrook 5 
(Kane, Toews), 15:45 (pp). 

Second Period— 2, Colorado, Kerfoot 
16 (Wilson, Girard), 2:07 (pp). 3, Colo¬ 
rado, Rantanen 26 (Barrie, MacKinnon), 
5:01. 4, Colorado, Barrie 12 (MacKinnon, 
Rantanen), 12:40 (pp). 

Third Period— 5, Colorado, Johnson 8, 
18:04.6, Colorado, Kerfoot 17 (Warsofsky, 
Bourque), 19:03. 

Shots on Goal— Colorado 16-15-9-40. 
Chicago 11-15-19-45. 

Power-play opportunities— Colorado 
2 of 3; Chicago 1 of 4. 

Goalies— Colorado, Varlamov 22-14-6 
(45 shots-44 saves). Chicago, Forsberg 
9-16-3 (39-35). 

A—21,633 (19,717). T-2:32. 

Islanders 4, Penguins 1 

Pittsburgh 0 1 0-1 

N.Y. Islanders 2 0 2-4 

First Period— 1, N.Y. Islanders, Barzal 
20 (Boychuk, Leddy), 5:10. 2, N.Y. Island¬ 
ers, Pelech 3 (Ladd, Fritz), 10:33. 

Second Period— 3, Pittsburgh, Sheary 
15 (Kessel, Brassard), 17:14. 

Third Period— 4, N.Y. Islanders, Lee 36 
(Tavares, Barzal), 5:41 (pp). 5, N.Y. Island¬ 
ers, Eberle 25 (Tavares, Pulock), 17:31. 

Shots on Goal— Pittsburgh 15-12-10— 
37. N.Y. Islanders 13-17-10-40. 

Power-play opportunities— Pittsburgh 
0 of 1; N.Y. Islanders 1 of 5. 

Goalies— Pittsburgh, Murray 23-14-2 
(39 shots-36 saves). N.Y. Islanders, Gib¬ 
son 2-1-2 (37-36). 

A-10,442 (15,795). T-2:29. 

Jets 2, Kings 1 (OT) 

Los Angeles 0 10 0-1 

Winnipeg 0 10 1-2 

Second Period— 1, Los Angeles, Brown 
23 (Kopitar, Phaneuf), 8:42. 2, Winnipeg, 
Connor 26 (Scheifele, Wheeler), 17:06. 

Overtime— 3, Winnipeg, Connor 27 
(Little, Morrissey), 1:37. 

Shots on Goal— Los Angeles 8-7-2-17. 
Winnipeg 11-12-14-1—38. 

Power-play opportunities— Los Ange¬ 
les 0 of 2; Winnipeg 0 of 4. 

Goalies— Los Angeles, Campbell 1-0-2 
(38 shots-36 saves). Winnipeg, Comrie 1- 
1-0 (17-16). 

A—15,321 (15,294). T-2:29. 

Golden Knights 4, Canucks 1 

Vancouver 0 0 1-1 

Vegas 3 1 0-4 

First Period— 1, Vegas, Marchessault 
23 (McNabb, Karlsson), 3:56. 2, Vegas, 
Eakin 10 (Tuch, Theodore), 4:53.3, Vegas, 
Bellemare 6 (Reaves, Nosek), 19:27. 

Second Period— 4, Vegas, Tatar 18 
(Schmidt, Haula), 14:21. 

Third Period— 5, Vancouver, Sutter 7 
(Pouliot, Biega), 8:27. 

Shots on Goal— Vancouver 7-11-12— 
30. Vegas 15-7-6-28. 

Power-play opportunities— Vancouver 
0 of 1; Vegas 0 of 3. 

Goalies— Vancouver, Markstrom 18- 

26- 6 (28 shots-24 saves). Vegas, Fleury 

27- 11-3 (7-7), Subban 11-3-1 (23-22). 

A—18,214 (17,367). T-2:25. 


Blue Jackets 5, Rangers 3 

Columbus 1 1 3-5 

N.Y. Rangers 0 1 2-3 

First Period —1, Columbus, Wennberg 
8 (Vanek, Murray), 14:05. 

Second Period— 2, Columbus, Panarin 
23 (Letestu, Cole), 9:28. 3, N.Y. Rangers, 
Hayes 21 (Fast), 13:44 (sh). 

Third Period— 4, Columbus, Nutivaara 
5 (Foligno, Panarin), 4:05.5, N.Y. Rangers, 
Zibanej'ad 25 (Buchnevich, Pionk), 7:16 
(pp). 6, Columbus, Panarin 24 (Foligno, 
Atkinson), 11:19. 7, N.Y. Rangers, Kreider 
14 (Sproul, Skjei), 18:08 (pp). 8, Colum¬ 
bus, Panarin 25 (Cole), 19:58. 

Shots on Goal— Columbus 12-12-7-31. 
N.Y. Rangers 9-9-14—32. 

Power-play opportunities— Columbus 
0 of 2; N.Y. Rangers 2 of 4. 

Goalies— Columbus, Bobrovsky 33-21- 
5 (32 shots-29 saves). N.Y. Rangers, Lun- 
dqvist 25-24-6 (30-26). 

A—17,194 (18,006). T-2:31. 

Panthers 7, Senators 2 

Florida 2 4 1-7 

Ottawa 1 1 0-2 

First Period —1, Florida, Sceviour 9 
(Pysyk, Haley), 2:36. 2, Ottawa, Sieloff 1 
(Pyatt, Pageau), 12:48. 3, Florida, Yandle 
7 (Huberdeau), 15:56. 

Second Period— 4, Florida, Dadonov 23 
(Barkov, Bjugstad), 2:15. 5, Florida, Mc¬ 
Cann 8 (McGinn), 7:19. 6, Ottawa, Gabor- 
ik 11, 13:52. 7, Florida, Vatrano 5 (Yandle, 
McCann), 16:13. 8, Florida, Bjugstad 17 
(Barkov, Dadonov), 17:04. 

Third Period— 9, Florida, McGinn 11 
(Vatrano, McCann), 12:08. 

Shots on Goal— Florida 13-12-14-39. 
Ottawa 11-17-7-35. 

Power-play opportunities— Florida 0 
of 1; Ottawa 0 of 2. 

Goalies— Florida, Reimer 18-13-5 (35 
shots-33 saves). Ottawa, Anderson 21- 
21-6 (17-13), Condon 5-14-5 (22-19). 

A-14,434 (18,572). T-2:41. 

Oilers 7, Hurricanes 3 

Edmonton 3 3 1-7 

Carolina 2 1 0-3 

First Period— 1, Carolina, McGinn 13, 
4:30. 2, Edmonton, Caggiula 10 (Aberg, 
Draisaitl), 4:53. 3, Edmonton, Benning 5 
(McDavid, Nugent-Hopkins), 6:53. 4, Ed¬ 
monton, Strome 13, 9:17. 5, Carolina, Aho 
26 (Staal, Faulk), 14:54 (pp). 

Second Period— 6 , Edmonton, Aberg 3 
(Draisaitl), 1:32. 7, Carolina, Teravainen 
22 (Lindholm, Aho), 4:12. 8, Edmonton, 
Auvitu 3 (Draisaitl, Aberg), 11:54. 9, Ed¬ 
monton, Draisaitl 23 (Auvitu, Puljujarvi), 
15:37. 

Third Period —10, Edmonton, Puljujarvi 
12 (Strome, Lucic), 13:06. 

Shots on Goal-Edmonton 13-10-7-30. 
Carolina 15-12-7—34. 

Power-play opportunities— Edmonton 
0 of 1; Carolina 1 of 2. 

Goalies-Edmonton, Talbot 27-27-2 (33 
shots-30 saves). Carolina, Darling 12-18-7 
(30-23). 

A-10,554 (18,680). T-2:49. 

Sharks 6, Devils 2 

New Jersey 1 0 1-2 

San Jose 3 3 0-6 

First Period— 1, San Jose, Fehr 3 (Burns, 
Martin), 5:32.2, New Jersey, Hall 32 (Staf¬ 
ford), 11:19. 3, San Jose, Pavelski 19 (La- 
banc, Burns), 12:25 (pp). 4, San Jose, Han¬ 
sen 1 (Goodrow, DeMelo), 15:14. 

Second Period— 5, San Jose, Goodrow 
7 (Dillon), 10:38. 6, San Jose, Couture 30 
(Dillon), 11:18. 7, San Jose, Boedker 14 
(Tierney, Burns), 18:20 (pp). 

Third Period— 8 , New Jersey, Coleman 
10 (Maroon, Stafford), 18:24. 

Shots on Goal-New Jersey 12-9-7-28. 
San Jose 9-7-9-25. 

Power-play opportunities— New Jer¬ 
sey 0 of 4; San Jose 2 of 2. 

Goalies— New Jersey, Schneider 17- 
15-6 (14 shots-10 saves), Kinkaid 19-10-2 
(11-9). San Jose, Jones 26-18-6 (28-26). 

A—17,209 (17,562). T-2:31. 
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SPORTS BRIEFS _ 

Golovkin rips 'dirty' Alvarez, De la Hoya 



Rich Pedroncelli/AP 


Nancy Lieberman talks with Rajon Rondo in 2015. Lieberman, a 
Hall of Famer, will coach a team this season in the BIG3, the league 
announced Wednesday. She replaces Clyde Drexler in the 3-on-3 
league of former NBA players. 


Associated Press 

BIG BEAR LAKE, Calif. 
— Gennady Golovkin plans to go 
ahead with his rematch against 
Canelo Alvarez on May 5, even 
after Alvarez failed a doping test 
last month. 

But Golovkin also believes Al¬ 
varez is a cheater whose attempt 
to blame the test on bad meat is a 
joke and a symptom of more ex¬ 
tensive corruption in boxing. 

“Again with Mexican meat? 
Come on,” Golovkin said on Tues¬ 
day, referencing Alvarez’s at¬ 
tribution of his failed test to his 
consumption of tainted meat in 
his native country. 

“I told you, it’s not Mexican 
meat,” Golovkin added. “This is 
Canelo. This is his team. This is 
his promotion. ... Canelo is cheat¬ 
ing. They’re using these drugs, 
and everybody is just trying to 
pretend it’s not happening.” 

Golovkin (37-0-1, 33 KOs) 
spoke pointedly about Alvarez 
(49-1-2,34 KOs) before a workout 
at his high-altitude training camp 
in Southern California. For the 
first time, the unbeaten Kazakh 
middleweight champion repeat¬ 
edly said he believes Alvarez has 
used banned substances for pre¬ 
vious fights, including their first 
bout last September. 

“It was pretty obvious when 
(Alvarez’s) muscles were all (en¬ 
larged) ... and with the traces of 
injections, which were visible,” 
Golovkin said through a transla¬ 
tor. “I can talk about Oscar De 
La Hoya, too. He is also not clean. 
He’s dirty.” 

De La Hoya is Alvarez’s long¬ 
time promoter and a former six- 
division champion. He retired 
from boxing in 2008. 

Alvarez tested positive for clen- 
buterol in mid-February in the 
fighters’ voluntary anti-doping 
program, and the results were re¬ 
vealed two weeks ago. 

Lieberman to coach 
BIG3’s Power 

NEW YORK — Hall of Famer 
Nancy Lieberman will coach a 
team this season in the BIG3. 

The league announced Wednes¬ 
day that Lieberman, one of wom¬ 
en’s basketball’s star players 
who has gone on to coach in the 


NBA, WNBA and NBA Develop¬ 
ment League, will lead Power. 
She replaces Clyde Drexler, who 
recently accepted a job as com¬ 
missioner of the 3-on-3 league of 
former NBA players. 

Drexler called Lieberman “one 
of the sharpest basketball minds,” 
adding that “her experience and 
basketball acumen will stand out 
in the BIG3.” 

Lieberman was a three-time 
All-American and two-time U.S. 
Olympian as a player. She was a 
head coach for the Dallas Mav¬ 
ericks’ minor league affiliate and 
also in the WNBA, and was an as¬ 
sistant for the Sacramento Kings. 

Co-founded by entertainer Ice 
Cube, the league returns this 
summer for its second season. He 
says that “Nancy’s a winner and I 
expect her to win in this league.” 

Korver leaves Cavs 
after brother's death 

CLEVELAND — Cavaliers 
forward Kyle Korver has been 
excused from the team to be with 
family following the death of a 
younger brother. 

The team issued a statement 
late Tuesday night saying Korv- 
er’s brother, Kirk, died earlier in 
the day. 

“We extend our deepest condo¬ 


lences and heartfelt best to Kyle 
and his entire family as they go 
through this very difficult time,” 
the Cavs said. 

Korver is expected to miss 
Wednesday’s home game against 
Toronto. 

Kyle Korver, who is in his sec¬ 
ond season with Cleveland, left 
the Cavs last week after his 27- 
year-old brother became seri¬ 
ously ill in Iowa. Korver played 
in Monday night’s home win over 
Milwaukee, scoring 12 points. 

Bills’ Jones arrested 
after naked, bloody fight 

LOS ANGELES — Buffalo Bills 
receiver Zay Jones was arrested 
Monday night in Los Angeles 
after a naked, bloody argument 
with his brother, Vikings receiver 
Cayleb Jones. 

The player, whose legal name is 
Isaiah Avery Jones, was arrested 
after officers were called to a dis¬ 
turbance in downtown Los An¬ 
geles, said Officer Luis Garcia, a 
police spokesman. 

When the officers arrived, 
they found Jones “breaking glass 
doors and windows” and arrested 
him on suspicion of felony van¬ 
dalism, Garcia said. 

The arrest was first reported 
by TMZ, which posted a video 


of the brothers arguing that 
showed a nude Zay Jones push¬ 
ing his brother in what appeared 
to be the hallway of an apartment 
building. The site also obtained 
a photo of a broken window with 
what appeared to be blood on the 
floor nearby. 

Jail records showed Jones, 
22, was being held Tuesday on 
$20,000 bail. His agent, Zeke 
Sandhu, did not reply to text and 
voicemail messages. Sandhu also 
represents Cayleb Jones. 

The Bills said in a statement 
they were aware of an incident in¬ 
volving Jones and were still gath¬ 
ering additional information. 

Jones was the first of Buffalo’s 
two second-round picks in 2017 
after completing a prolific col¬ 
lege career at East Carolina. He 
set an FBS record with 399 ca¬ 
reer catches and broke the single¬ 
season reception mark with 158 
catches in his final season. 

Steelers sign DB 
Burnett to 3-year deal 

PITTSBURGH — The Pitts¬ 
burgh Steelers value versatility 
in their defensive backs. Morgan 
Burnett should fit right in. 

The two-time defending AFC 
North champions signed the free 
agent safety to a three-year deal 
on Tuesday, part of an overhaul 
in the secondary that began last 
week when the team cut ties with 
veterans Mike Mitchell, Robert 
Golden and William Gay. 

The 29-year-old Burnett has 
played all eight seasons of his 
NFL career in Green Bay, col¬ 
lecting 683 tackles, 44 passes de- 
fensed, nine interceptions and 10 
fumble recoveries. He started 102 
games for the Packers and won a 
Super Bowl ring in 2011, when 
Green Bay beat Pittsburgh. 

Jaguars release TE 
Lewis after 12 seasons 

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. — The 
Jacksonville Jaguars uncer¬ 
emoniously dumped the longest- 
tenured player on their roster 
Tuesday, and he wasn’t happy 
about it. 

The Jaguars released veteran 
tight end Marcedes Lewis after 
12 seasons to save $3.5 million in 
salary-cap space. The move came 


the same day Jacksonville parted 
ways with receiver Allen Hums 
to save $7 million. 

Both players are now free 
agents and can sign with any 
team that wants them. 

Hums’ future had been in 
doubt since Dede Westbrook and 
Keelan Cole emerged as big-play 
receivers late last season. Hums 
really became expendable when 
the Jaguars signed two receivers 
last week, bringing back Marqise 
Lee and adding Donte Moncrief 
in free agency. 

Lewis told The Associated 
Press he felt “disrespected” by 
the timing of the move. It came a 
week after free agency began. 

“I wish they would have done 
it sooner,” he said. “I think I de¬ 
served a little better than this.” 

The 33-year-old Lewis, a first- 
round draft pick in 2006, played 
in 170 games with Jacksonville. 
His 375 receptions and 4,502 
yards receiving both rank third 
in team history. His 33 receiv¬ 
ing touchdowns are second-most 
in franchise history, trailing only 
Jimmy Smith (67). 

FIFA asks Russia to 
speed up stadium work 

SAMARA, Russia — FIFA has 
urged Russia to speed up World 
Cup preparations at a stadium 
which needs “a huge amount of 
work” to be ready on time. 

With less than three months 
to go until the World Cup, the 
45,000-seat Samara Arena is the 
only one of 12 stadiums which 
doesn’t yet have a pitch installed. 

The stadium in the Volga River 
city of Samara was already badly 
delayed due to a complex roof de¬ 
sign, but now cold weather in the 
Russian spring is causing further 
problems. The pitch can’t be in¬ 
stalled until the weather warms 
up. 

“Obviously we would expect 
further progress than this,” FI¬ 
FA’s chief competitions official 
Colin Smith said on a visit to the 
arena Wednesday. “We don’t yet 
have a pitch, and obviously we 
need to wait for some warmer 
weather conditions in order to get 
this pitch installed.” 

As of Tuesday, instead of a 
field, there was an area covered 
with tarpaulins and snow. 
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Steve Dykes/AP 

Rockets guard James Harden looks to get past Trail Blazers guard Damian Lillard during the first half of 
Tuesday in Portland, Ore. The Rockets won 115-111. 


Roundup 

Rockets end Blazers' streak 


Associated. Press 

PORTLAND, Ore. — James 
Harden says he’s constantly work¬ 
ing on his step-back three-pointer. 
It paid off against Portland. 

Harden scored 42 points, in¬ 
cluding a pair of threes down the 
stretch, and the Houston Rockets 
snapped the Trail Blazers’ 13- 
game winning streak with a 115- 
111 victory on Tuesday night. 

“This doesn’t just happen,” 
Harden said about his shot from 
distance. “I am constantly work¬ 
ing on it every day, every single 
day. I am trying to get better and 
improve. I’m still doing that.” 

Portland’s winning streak was 
tied for the second-longest in fran¬ 
chise history. The team also won 
13 consecutive games in 2007. 

Chris Paul added 22 points for 
the Rockets, who have won six 
straight and 23 of their past 24 and 
have the best record in the NBA. 

Al-Farouq Aminu had 22 
points, including six three-point¬ 
ers, for Portland. The Blazers 
had also won nine straight at the 
Moda Center before the loss. 

“They’re the No. 1 team in the 
league for a reason. The find ways 
to win, they’ve got a lot of shooters 
out there. James is going to be the 
MVP of the league. They played 
how we thought they would play, 
and our team, I thought we came 
out and played a good game, too,” 
Damian Lillard said. “We’ve just 
got to make a few more plays and 
make a few more shots if we want 
to beat a team like that.” 

Harden and Trevor Ariza 
each hit three-pointers to stretch 
Houston’s lead to 110-102. Hard¬ 
en added another step-back three 
with 1:55 left and it seemed Port¬ 
land was out of it. 

“I just try to wait for the de¬ 


fender to make his move,” Hard¬ 
en said. “When he gets to where 
I want him to be, then I take 
my shot. It’s all about rhythm, 
timing.” 

But the Blazers rallied with a 9- 
0 run, capped by CJ McCollum’s 
floater with 28 seconds left to pull 
within 113-111. 

Paul went to the line with 1.3 
seconds left and made both shots. 
After a timeout, Lillard tried a 
three-pointer but it missed. 

Jusuf Nurkic finished with 21 
points and 11 rebounds for Port¬ 
land, while Lillard had 20 points. 
Neither Lillard nor backcourt 
mate McCollum hit a three-point¬ 
er in the game. 

Aminu had four three-point¬ 
ers in the opening quarter and 
finished with 16 points to lead all 
scorers. Harden had 14 for the 
Rockets, who trailed 31-27 going 
into the second. 

Celtics 100, Thunder 99: 

— Marcus Morris made a three- 
pointer with 1.2 seconds left and 
host Boston stunned Oklahoma 
City. 

Jayson Tatum led the Celtics 
with 23 points and 11 rebounds. 
Morris added 21 points as Boston 
snapped the Thunder’s six-game 
win streak. 

Timberwolves 123, Clippers 
109: Karl-Anthony Towns racked 
up 30 points and 10 rebounds for 
his NBA-best 60th double-double 
and Andrew Wiggins scored 27 
points in an all-around perfor¬ 
mance, leading host Minnesota 
over Los Angeles. 

Jeff Teague pitched in 20 points 
and 12 assists for the Timber- 
wolves, who swept the four-game 
season series and sent the weary 
Clippers to their fourth consecu¬ 
tive loss on the commencement of 
a four-game, six-night trip. 


Hawks 99, Jazz 94: Dennis 
Schroder scored a career-high 41 
points, including 17 in the fourth 
quarter, and Atlanta stunned host 
Utah. 

Dewayne Dedmon had 15 
points and 15 rebounds to help 
the Eastern Conference-worst 
Hawks snap their six-game los¬ 
ing skid and end Utah’s winning 
streak at nine. Taurean Prince 
made four free throws in the final 
11 seconds to clinch the victory. 

Pelicans 115, Mavericks 105: 
Anthony Davis scored 37 points, 
and host New Orleans overcame 
the absence of second-leading 
scorer Jrue Holiday to beat strug¬ 
gling Dallas. 

Raj on Rondo added 19 points 
and 14 assists, and Ian Clark also 
scored 19 points for the Pelicans, 
who are in a tight, seven-team 
race for one of the final five West¬ 
ern Conference playoff spots. 

Raptors 93, Magic 86: Kyle 
Lowry scored 25 points and To¬ 
ronto used a strong fourth-quar¬ 
ter defensive effort to beat host 
Orlando. 

Toronto limited Orlando to 3- 
for-19 shooting (15.8 percent) in 
the fourth quarter, helping the 
Raptors overcome an eight-point 
deficit and win for the 12th time 
in their past 13 games. Serge 
Ibaka had 14 points and Deion 
Wright and Norman Powell had 
10 apiece for Toronto. 

Pistons 115, Suns 88: Blake 
Griffin narrowly missed a triple¬ 
double and Detroit celebrated 
the return of Reggie Jackson by 
handing short-handed host Phoe¬ 
nix its ninth straight loss. 

Griffin led six Detroit players 
in double figures, finishing with 
26 points, 10 assists and nine re¬ 
bounds before sitting out most of 
the final quarter. 


Scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 


x-Toronto 

x-Boston 

Cleveland 

Indiana 

Washington 

Philadelphia 

Miami 

Milwaukee 


53 18 .746 - 

48 23 .676 5 

41 29 .586 104 

41 30 .577 12 

40 30 .571 12’/2 

39 30 .565 13 

38 33 .535 15 

37 33 .529 lS'/z 


Detroit 

Charlotte 

New York 

Chicago 

Brooklyn 

Orlando 

Atlanta 


32 39 .451 21 

30 41 .423 23 

26 45 .366 27 

24 46 .343 28'/ 2 

23 48 .324 30 

21 50 .296 32 

21 50 .296 32 


Western Conference 

W L Pet GB 

y-Houston 57 14 .803 - 

y-Golden State 53 18 .746 4 

Portland 44 27 .620 13 

Oklahoma City 43 30 .589 15 

San Antonio 41 30 .577 16 

New Orleans 41 30 .577 16 

Minnesota 41 31 .569 I6V2 

Utah 40 31 .563 17 

Denver 38 33 .535 19 

L.A. Clippers 37 33 .529 19'/2 

L.A. Lakers 31 39 .443 25'/2 

Sacramento 23 49 .319 34'/2 

Dallas 22 49 .310 35 

Memphis 19 51 .271 37Vz 

Phoenix 19 53 .264 38'/2 

x-clinched playoff spot 
y-clinched division 

Tuesday’s games 
Toronto 93, Orlando 86 
Boston 100, Oklahoma City 99 
Minnesota 123, L.A. Clippers 109 
New Orleans 115, Dallas 105 
Atlanta 99, Utah 94 
Detroit 115, Phoenix 88 
Houston 115, Portland 111 

Wednesday’s games 
Memphis at Philadelphia 
Toronto at Cleveland 
Charlotte at Brooklyn 
New York at Miami 
Denver at Chicago 
Indiana at New Orleans 
L.A. Clippers at Milwaukee 
Washington at San Antonio 
Thursday’s games 
Memphis at Charlotte 
Philadelphia at Orlando 
Detroit at Houston 
L.A. Lakers at New Orleans 
Utah at Dallas 
Atlanta at Sacramento 

Friday’s games 
Denver at Washington 
L.A. Clippers at Indiana 
Brooklyn at Toronto 
Minnesota at New York 
Phoenix at Cleveland 
Miami at Oklahoma City 
Milwaukee at Chicago 
Utah at San Antonio 
Boston at Portland 
Atlanta at Golden State 

Tuesday 

T-wolves 123, Clippers 109 

L.A. CLIPPERS - Thornwell 1-4 5-6 7, 
Harris 5-16 0-0 10, Jordan 9-11 0-0 18, Riv¬ 
ers 4-14 1-2 11, Teodosic 3-8 2-2 10, John¬ 
son 1-1 0-0 3, Dekker 3-5 0-1 6, Harrell 3-9 
3-4 9, Marjanovic 2-3 0-0 4, Evans 0-1 1-2 
1, L.Williams 4-11 7-7 15, Kilpatrick 5-10 

2- 2 15. Totals 40-93 21-26 109. 

MINNESOTA - Bjelica 1-6 0-0 2, Gibson 
6-8 3-3 15, Towns 10-19 7-8 30, Teague 8- 
13 3-3 20, Wiggins 9-16 5-5 27, Dieng 0-3 0- 
0 0, Aldrich 0-0 0-0 0, Rose 4-6 1-19, Jones 
0-2 0-0 0, Crawford 7-13 4-4 20. Totals 45- 
86 23-24 123. 

L.A. Clippers 32 26 25 26-109 

Minnesota 28 31 36 28-123 

Three-point goals—L.A. Clippers 8-24 
(Kilpatrick 3-6, Rivers 2-5, Teodosic 2-5, 
Johnson 1-1, L.Williams 0-2, Harris 0-5), 
Minnesota 10-25 (Wiggins 4-5, Towns 3-7, 
Crawford 2-7, Teague 1-2, Dieng 0-1, Bjeli¬ 
ca 0-3). Fouled Out—Harrell. Rebounds— 
L.A. Clippers 41 (Jordan 12), Minnesota 
41 (Towns 10). Assists—L.A. Clippers 21 
(L.Williams 5), Minnesota 23 (Teague 12). 
Total Fouls—L.A. 22, Minnesota 21. Tech¬ 
nicals—L.A. coach (Defensive three sec¬ 
ond), Minnesota coach Tom Thibodeau. 
A—16,351 (18,798). 

Pelicans 115, Mavericks 105 

DALLAS - Finney-Smith 2-6 0-0 5, Pow¬ 
ell 5-6 0-0 11, Nowitzki 7-13 1-2 19, Barea 
5-11 0-0 10, Barnes 8-19 2-2 19, McDer¬ 
mott 5-11 0-0 11, Kleber 0-2 1-2 1, Noel 3-3 
0-0 6, Ferrell 6-14 2-2 15, Collinsworth 2-5 

3- 3 8. Totals 43-90 9-11 105. 

NEW ORLEANS - Hill 1-2 0-0 2, Davis 
15-21 5-7 37, Okafor 0-0 0-0 0, Rondo 8-14 
2-4 19, Moore 6-13 0-2 14, Miller 0-5 0-0 0, 
Diallo4-8 2-2 10, Mirotic3-10 0-0 8, Drew II 
2-3 0-0 6, Clark 9-15 0-0 19, Liggins 0-0 0-0 
0. Totals 48-91 9-15 115. 

Dallas 30 22 28 25-105 

New Orleans 29 25 26 35-115 

Three-point goals—Dallas 10-35 
(Nowitzki 4-8, Powell 1-1, McDermott 1- 
3, Barnes 1-4, Collinsworth 1-4, Finney- 
Smith 1-4, Ferrell 1-6, Kleber 0-2, Barea 0- 
3), New Orleans 10-25 (Drew II 2-2, Davis 
2-3, Moore 2-4, Mirotic 2-5, Clark 1-3, Ron¬ 
do 1-4, Hill 0-1, Miller 0-3). Fouled Out- 
None. Rebounds—Dallas 40 (Powell, Noel, 
Finney-Smith 6), New Orleans 46 (Dia.Ho 
14). Assists—Dallas 25 (Barea 8), New Or¬ 
leans 33 (Rondo 14). Total Fouls—Dallas 
14, New Orleans 11. A-14,484 (16,867). 


Hawks 99, Jazz 94 

ATLANTA - Prince 3-13 5-5 11, Musca- 
la 3-9 0-0 8, Dedmon 7-13 0-0 15, Schroder 
16-28 6-10 41, Lee 2-6 1-2 5, White III 2-5 
0-0 6, Cavanaugh 0-1 0-0 0, Plumlee 1-2 
0-0 2, Taylor 1-7 2-2 4, Dorsey 3-10 0-0 7. 
Totals 38-94 14-19 99. 

UTAH - Ingles 4-11 7-8 16, Jerebko 0-4 
0-0 0, Gobert 7-10 1-2 15, Rubio 7-14 6-6 
23, Mitchell 9-28 5-5 24, Crowder 3-10 1-2 
8, O’Neale 1-6 0-0 2, Udoh 0-2 0-0 0, Exum 
2-4 2-2 6. Totals 33-89 22-25 94. 

Atlanta 21 20 22 36-99 

Utah 27 15 25 27-94 

Three-point goals—Atlanta 9-33 (Sch¬ 
roder 3-7, White III 2-3, Muscala 2-5, 
Dorsey 1-3, Dedmon 1-5, Cavanaugh 0-1, 
Taylor 0-1, Lee 0-2, Prince 0-6), Utah 6-34 
(Rubio 3-7, Crowder 1-3, Ingles 1-8, Mitch¬ 
ell 1-10, Udoh 0-1, Jerebko 0-2, O’Neale 0- 
3). Rebounds—Atlanta 52 (Dedmon 15), 
Utah 51 (Gobert 16). Assists—Atlanta 21 
(Schroder 7), Utah 16 (Ingles 7). Total 
Fouls—Atlanta 23, Utah 22. 

Pistons 115, Suns 85 

DETROIT - Johnson 2-12 1-2 5, Grif¬ 
fin 9-15 5-5 26, Drummond 4-9 2-3 10, 
R.Jackson 3-7 0-0 7, Bullock 4-9 2-2 12, En¬ 
nis III 4-9 0-0 10, Tolliver 3-7 1-1 9, Ellens- 
on 2-3 0-0 5, Moreland 1-2 0-0 2, Buycks 
0-0 0-0 0, Smith 5-13 2-2 13, Kennard 6-11 

1- 1 16. Totals 43-97 14-16 115. 

PHOENIX - J.Jackson 6-19 3-6 15, 
Bender 4-13 0-0 9, Len 9-11 1-1 19, Payton 

2- 6 0-2 4, Daniels 6-9 2-3 18, Dudley 2-5 0-0 
4, Chriss 3-10 3-4 10, Peters 1-4 0-0 3, Ulis 
0-3 2-2 2, Harrison 1-6 2-2 4, Reed 0-4 0-0 
0. Totals 34-90 13-20 88. 

Detroit 19 25 36 35-115 

Phoenix 19 19 26 24- 88 

Three-point goals—Detroit 15-36 (Ken¬ 
nard 3-6, Griffin 3-7, Bullock 2-3, Ennis III 
2-4, Tolliver 2-5, Ellenson 1-2, R.Jackson 
1-2, Smith 1-3, Johnson 0-4), Phoenix 7- 
34 (Daniels 4-5, Chriss 1-4, Peters 1-4, 
Bender 1-8, Payton 0-1, Dudley 0-1, Ulis 0- 
2, Harrison 0-3, J.Jackson 0-3, Reed 0-3). 
Rebounds—Detroit 50 (Drummond 10), 
Phoenix 49 (Len 12). Assists-Detroit 22 
(Griffin 10), Phoenix 22 (Ulis, Payton 5). 
Total Fouls—Detroit 16, Phoenix 16. Tech¬ 
nicals—Phoenix coach Suns (Defensive 
three second). A-17,400 (18,055). 

Rockets 115, Trail Blazers 111 

HOUSTON - Ariza 2-7 1-2 6, Tucker 1-2 
0-0 3, Capela 2-3 1-3 5, Paul 6-16 5-6 22, 
Harden 13-25 11-15 42, Mbah a Moute 5- 
7 1-1 13, Anderson 1-2 0-0 3, Gordon 7-14 
1-2 18, Johnson 0-1 0-0 0, Green 1-2 0-0 3. 
Totals 38-79 20-29 115. 

PORTLAND - Harkless 5-5 4-6 17, 
Aminu 7-11 2-3 22, Nurkic 9-10 3-6 21, Lil¬ 
lard 5-17 10-10 20, McCollum 4-15 0-0 8, 
Davis 1-2 1-2 3, Collins 2-5 0-0 4, Napier 
1-4 0-0 3, Turner 5-10 0-010, Connaughton 
1-2 0-0 3. Totals 40-81 20-27 111. 

Houston 27 28 31 29-115 

Portland 31 24 32 24-111 

Three-point goals—Houston 19-36 
(Harden 5-7, Paul 5-10, Gordon 3-8, Mbah 
a Moute 2-2, Tucker 1-2, Anderson 1- 
2, Green 1-2, Ariza 1-3), Portland 11-28 
(Aminu 6-8, Harkless 3-3, Connaughton 

1- 1, Napier 1-2, Turner 0-1, Collins 0-1, 
McCollum 0-5, Lillard 0-7). Rebounds— 
Houston 38 (Paul 8), Portland 44 (Nur¬ 
kic 11). Assists—Houston 18 (Harden 7), 
Portland 20 (Lillard 6). Total Fouls—Hous¬ 
ton 23, Portland 18. Technicals—Portland 
coach Trail Blazers (Defensive three sec¬ 
ond). A—20,012 (19,393). 

Celtics 100, Thunder 99 

OKLAHOMA CITY - George 9-19 1-1 24, 
Anthony 5-13 1-3 13, Adams 4-7 6-10 14, 
Westbrook 9-21 7-11 27, Brewer 4-12 2-2 
11, Grant 3-5 0-0 6, Huestis 0-1 0-0 0, Pat¬ 
terson 0-12-2 2, Felton 1-3 0-0 2, Ferguson 
0-2 0-0 0, Abrines 0-1 0-0 0. Totals 35-85 
19-29 99. 

BOSTON - Morris 8-13 2-2 21, Horford 

2- 9 0-0 5, Baynes 1-4 0-0 2, Rozier 5-15 1- 
2 14, Tatum 8-12 4-4 23, Nader 1-7 0-0 3, 
Ojeleye 0-6 2-2 2, Monroe 6-12 5-5 17, Lar¬ 
kin 5-9 1-1 13. Totals 36-87 15-16 100. 

Oklahoma City 26 22 27 24- 99 

Boston 18 27 28 27-100 

Three-point goals—Oklahoma City 10- 
27 (George 5-8, Westbrook 2-5, Anthony 
2-6, Brewer 1-6, Ferguson 0-1, Huestis 0- 

1) , Boston 13-36 (Morris 3-6, Tatum 3-6, 
Rozier 3-9, Larkin 2-4, Nader 1-4, Horford 

1- 4, Ojeleye 0-3). Fouled Out—None. Re¬ 
bounds—OKC 44 (George 13), Boston 52 
(Tatum 11). Assists—OKC 19 (Westbrook 

7) , Boston 22 (Horford 7). Total Fouls- 
OKC 20, Boston 24. A-18,624 (18,624). 

Raptors 93, Magic 86 

TORONTO - Anunoby 0-2 0-0 0, Ibaka 
5-11 1-1 13, Valanciunas 4-8 1-4 9, Lowry 
9-17 0-0 25, Miller 0-0 0-0 0, Miles 1-9 0-0 3, 
Powell 4-7 0-0 10, Siakam 3-9 1-2 8, Poeltl 

2- 2 0-0 4, Nogueira 2-2 0-2 4, Wright 3-6 4-6 
10, Brown 2-4 2-2 7. Totals 35-77 9-17 93. 

ORLANDO - Gordon 7-15 0-0 16, Isaac 
4-7 0-1 10, Vucevic 7-19 0-0 15, Augustin 

4-9 0-0 9, Afflalo 1-4 0-0 2, Hezonja 4-12 
0-0 8, Iwundu 1-3 0-0 2, Birch 0-1 1-2 1, Bi- 
yombo 2-4 2-2 6, Mack 7-16 0-0 17. Totals 
37-90 3-5 86. 

Toronto 24 28 16 25-93 

Orlando 25 26 25 10-86 

Three-point goals—Toronto 14-36 
(Lowry 7-13, Ibaka 2-4, Powell 2-4, Brown 
1-1, Siakam 1-2, Miles 1-7, Anunoby 0-1, 
Wright 0-2, Valanciunas 0-2), Orlando 9-25 
(Mack 3-6, Isaac 2-2, Gordon 2-8, Vucevic 
1-2, Augustin 1-4, Iwundu 0-1, Hezonja 0- 

2) . Rebounds—Toronto 45 (Valanciunas 

8) , Orlando 45 (Vucevic 9). Assists—To¬ 
ronto 19 (Lowry 8), Orlando 22 (Augustin 
10). Total Fouls—Toronto 10, Orlando 16. 
A-16,228 (18,846). 
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Aggies ride roller coaster 
season to reach Sweet 16 



Gerry Broome/AP 


Texas A&M’s Admon Gilder reacts to making a three-point basket 
against North Carolina during the second half of a second-round 
game in Charlotte, N.C., Sunday. Gilder missed five games with a 
knee injury during the season and the Aggies suffered through a 
losing streak at the start of SEC play. “We stayed connected,” Gildar 
said of the struggles. 


By Kristie Rieken 

Associated Press 

COLLEGE STATION, Texas 
ore than once in a 
roller-coaster sea¬ 
son for Texas A&M, 
coach Billy Kennedy 
was asked if things could get any 
worse for his team. 

It was something he wondered 
again and again as injuries, sus¬ 
pensions and inconsistent play 
had the talented Aggies clawing 
back from lows that good teams 
don’t normally encounter. 

“Trials can break you or make 
you, and I think it’s made this 
team closer and recognize that 
they need each other,” Kennedy 
said. “They’ve grown up a lot in 
a short amount of time and I just 
think that the faith and belief in 
our team that we had a good team 
and that we could do something 
special was special if we could 
get it right.” 

The Aggies did get it right, 
winning three straight to wrap 
up Southeastern Conference play 
and reach 20 wins to get a spot in 
the NCAA Tournament, where 
they beat Providence in the first 
round before knocking off de¬ 
fending champ North Carolina 
for a spot in the Sweet 16. 

No. 7 Texas A&M, which is in 
the round of 16 for the second 
time in three years, will face 
three-seed Michigan on Thurs¬ 
day night in Los Angeles. 

Texas A&M raced out to an 11-1 
record and tied a school record by 
rising to No. 5 in the Top 25 with 
a team that included center Tyler 
Davis and sophomore big man 
Robert Williams, who returned 
for a second season despite being 
projected to be an NBA lottery 
pick. 

It was then that things began to 
fall apart. 

D.J. Hogg, who led the team in 
scoring early in the season, was 
suspended three games for an un¬ 
disclosed violation of team rules, 
and starting guard Admon Gilder 
missed five games with a knee 
injury. It was also during this 
time that Williams missed one 
game and was slowed for a cou¬ 
ple more with flu-like symptoms, 
leaving the Aggies extremely 
short-handed. 

It resulted in a five-game 
skid that left the Aggies 0-5 in 
SEC play and desperate to turn 
things around. Hogg returned in 
the middle of the losing streak, 
and Gilder was back in the line¬ 
up when the skid had reached 
three games, but Texas A&M 
still couldn’t get back in the win 
column. 

Kennedy said he never lost 
faith in his team and it was dur¬ 
ing this losing streak that he 
vowed that the Aggies would turn 
things around. 

“People better beat us now 
while we’ve got guys injured and 
making mistakes,” he said in Jan¬ 
uary. “Because I really believe 


we’re going to get this team right 
because we’ve got a good group 
and we’ve got a talented group 
and we’re going to learn from it.” 

The Aggies won for the first 
time in almost a month when they 
beat Ole Miss on Jan. 16 and they 
followed that victory up with one 
over Missouri. But their prob¬ 
lems were far from over, and they 
dropped the next two to fall to 2-6 
in conference play. 

The players credit Kennedy 
for keeping them together and 
positive despite the setbacks. The 
devoutly religious coach would 
often provide his players with 
different bible verses that helped 
them keep their heads up. 

“We stayed connected,” Gild¬ 
er said. “We could have broken 
down and kept losing, but being 
able to have that fight in us and 
being able to come back and win 
the games that we did to get in the 
tournament and get into the posi¬ 
tion where we are now is truly a 
blessing.” 


The Aggies went on another 
run after that, winning four in a 
row where they knocked off No. 
8 Auburn and No. 24 Kentucky to 
boost their confidence and have 
them feeling good in early Febru¬ 
ary. But as usual in this season, 
trouble wasn’t far behind. 

This time, freshmen J.J. 
Caldwell and Jay Jay Chandler 
were arrested for possession of 
marijuana, spurring Kennedy 
to hand out severe punishments 
for the two. Caldwell, who’d been 
suspended for another arrest in 
May, was kicked off the team and 
Chandler was suspended indefi¬ 
nitely. Chandler has since been 
reinstated. 

The team suffered another 
blow the day after those punish¬ 
ments when veteran guard Duane 
Wilson, who was averaging nine 
points and led the team in assists, 
announced that he had a season¬ 
ending knee injury. 

Consecutive losses to Missouri, 
Arkansas and Mississippi came 




Bob Leverone/AP 


Texas A&M head coach Billy Kennedy directs his team against North 
Carolina on Sunday. The players credit Kennedy for keeping them 
together and positive despite the setbacks. 

* They’ve grown up a lot in a short amount 
of time and I just think that the faith and 
belief in our team that we had a good team 
and that we could do something special 
was special if we could get it right, f 

Billy Kennedy 

Texas A&M coach 


next to leave Texas A&M reeling 
again and searching for answers 
to keep their promising season 
from slipping away. 

Kennedy challenged his play¬ 
ers to recommit to the team after 
the Mississippi State loss and that 
led to their surge at the end of 
the regular season that propelled 
them into the tournament. Though 
certainly not ideal, the up-and- 
down season has made the Aggies 
appreciate their success in the 
tournament so much more. 

“It means everything just to be 
able to come together and make 
the run that we have so far,” Davis 
said. “It feels good but everyone 
knows that we’ve got to stay calm 

Scoreboard 


and we’ve got a lot of work to do.” 

Some of the Aggies talked about 
silencing their critics after beat¬ 
ing North Carolina. But after the 
tumultuous season Texas A&M 
had, Kennedy doesn’t blame any¬ 
one for doubting his team. 

“We deserved to be hated on 
when you lose games and you 
make mistakes and you play not 
with a lot of energy like we did 
against Mississippi State,” he 
said. “We brought some of that 
upon ourselves, but whatever mo¬ 
tivates our guys I’m behind them 
right now ... you have to take the 
good with the bad, and we’ve had 
some bad that we’ve had to go 
through to get to this point.” 


EAST REGIONAL 
Second Round 
Saturday, March 17 
At Pittsburgh 

Villanova 81, Alabama 58 

At Dallas 

Texas Tech 69, Florida 66 

Sunday, March 18 
At Detroit 

Purdue 76, Butler 73 

At San Diego 

West Virginia 94, Marshall 71 

At Boston 

Regional Semifinals 
Friday, March 23 

Villanova (32-4) vs. West Virginia (26- 
10). AFN-Sports2: 12:15 a.m. Saturday 
CET, 8:15 a.m. Saturday JKT 

Purdue (30-6) vs. Texas Tech (26-9). 
AFN-Sports2: 2:45 a.m. Saturday CET, 
10:45 a.m. Saturday JKT 


Re< 


turday JKT 

igional Championship 
Sunday, March 25 


Semifinal winners 

SOUTH REGIONAL 
Second Round 
Saturday, March 17 
At Boise, Idaho 

Kentucky 95, Buffalo 75 

At Dallas 

Loyola of Chicago 63, Tennessee 62 

Sunday, March 18 
At Charlotte, N.C. 

Kansas State 50, UMBC 43 

At Nashville, Tenn. 

Nevada 75, Cincinnati 73 
At Atlanta 
Regional Semifinals 
Thursday, March 22 
Nevada (29-7) vs. Loyola of Chicago 
(30-5). AFN-Sports: midnight Thursday 
CET, 8 a.m. Friday JKT 

Kansas State (24-11) vs. Kentucky 
(26-10). AFN-Sports: 2:30 a.m. Friday CET, 
10:30 a.m. Friday JKT 

Regional Championship 
Saturday, March 24 
Semifinal winners 


MIDWEST REGIONAL 
Second Round 
Saturday, March 17 
At Pittsburgh 

Duke 87, Rhode Island 62 

At Wichita, Kan. 

Kansas 83, Seton Hall 79 

Sunday, March 18 
At Detroit 

Syracuse 55, Michigan State 53 

At San Diego 
Clemson 84, Auburn 53 

At Omaha, Neb. 

Regional Semifinals 
Friday, March 23 

Kansas (29-7) vs. Clemson (25-9). AFN- 
Sports: midnight Friday CET, 8 a.m. Sat¬ 
urday JKT 

Duke (28-7) vs. Syracuse (23-13). AFN- 
Sports: 2:30 a.m. Saturday CET, 10:30 a.m. 
Saturday JKT 

Regional Championship 
Sunday, March 25 

Semifinal winners 

WEST REGIONAL 
Second Round 
Saturday, March 17 
At Boise, Idaho 

Gonzaga 90, Ohio State 84 

At Wichita, Kan. 

Michigan 64, Houston 63 

Sunday, March 18 
At Charlotte, N.C. 

Texas A&M 86, North Carolina 65 
At Nashville, Tenn. 

Florida State 75, Xavier 70 
At Los Angeles 
Regional Semifinals 
Thursday, March 22 
Texas A&M (22-12) vs. Michigan (30-7). 
AFN-Sports2: 12:15 a.m. Friday CET, 8:15 
a.m. Friday JKT 

Florida State (22-11) vs. Gonzaga (32- 
4). AFN-Sports2: 2:45 a.m. Friday CET, 
10:45 a.m. Friday JKT 

Regional Championship 
Saturday, March 24 

Semifinal winners 
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Loyola enjoying 
time in spotlight 

Ramblers back home to prep for Sweet 16 



Brian Cassella, Chicago Tribune/AP 


Loyola guard Clayton Custer and teammates greet fans as they return to campus Sunday in Chicago 
after the team advanced to the Sweet 16 in their first NCAA Tournament appearance since 1985. 


By Andrew Seligman 

Associated. Press 

CHICAGO — These sure are 
sweet times for Loyola-Chicago. 

Two last-second shots — two 
prayers answered — vaulted the 
Ramblers to the Sweet 16 and 
placed them right in the national 
spotlight. 

“Coach (Porter Moser) has 
been talking about how ‘You 
think this is good? Look around. 
You think this is good? Well, it’s 
gonna get even better,’” guard 
Ben Richardson said. “It’s just 
kind of been bought into that, like 
put it in the bag and move on.” 

The Ramblers are moving on 
to face Nevada after two breath¬ 
taking victories, a run that has 
captivated college basketball and 
turned 98-year-old team chaplain 
Sister Jean Dolores Schmidt into 
a celebrity. 

They knocked off Miami on 
Dante Ingram’s buzzer-beating 
three-pointer from the March 
Madness logo, then got the sweet¬ 
est of all bounces on Clayton 
Custer’s jumper in the closing 
seconds to beat Tennessee in Dal¬ 
las. On Monday, they were back 
home preparing for Nevada. 

The Ramblers (30-5) will bring 
more wins than any other team in 
the program’s 100-year history 
into Thursday’s game in Atlan¬ 
ta, having surpassed their 1963 


champions during this NCAA 
run. 

No small accomplishment for a 
team that struggled for decades 
following a Sweet 16 loss to Pat¬ 
rick Ewing and Georgetown in 
1985. Loyola went 14 seasons 
without a winning record at one 
point. The first few years after 
Moser took over in 2011 weren’t 
so smooth, either. 

They’ve gone from 7-23 with 
just one win in the Horizon 
League in his first season to 
capturing the Missouri Valley 
championship, from small home 
crowds to their first sellout in 15 
years, from obscurity to center 
stage. It’s quite a turnaround for 
the Jesuit school of about 16,000 
along the lakefront on Chicago’s 
northern edge. 

For guard Lucas Williamson, 
it’s been a nonstop flow of well- 
wishes and congratulations. 
Whether it’s from posts on social 
media, students coming up to him 
in the dorm or professors wish¬ 
ing the team well in classes, they 
keep pouring in. 

“I love all the appreciation,” said 
Williamson, a Chicago product. 

Even former President Barack 
Obama gave the Ramblers — and 
Sister Jean — a shoutout. He 
tweeted after the first-round win: 
“Congrats to @LoyolaChicago 
and Sister Jean for a last-second 
upset -1 had faith in my pick!” 


“I can’t even start to put into 
words the outreach that we’ve had 
across the country from so many 
people,” Moser said. “When you 
have a media market like Chicago 
... you can’t put into words (what 
it means to the school). I’m sure 
in the months ahead they’ll be 
put into a more detailed impact. 
But right now, it’s just fun for the 
university to have this kind of na¬ 
tional recognition.” 

And he’s not shying away from 
the attention. 

“The media scrutiny, the spot¬ 
light, it’s great for them,” Moser 
said. “They’re mature enough to 
handle it. They’ve been handling 
it now for a month straight. I’m 
not that guy that’s gonna hold 
back and not enjoy this journey. 
They’re enjoying it. But they’re 
gonna absolutely ... be locked in, 


ready to go.” 

That means figuring out a way 
to beat a team that just pulled off 
quite a shocker. 

Nevada wiped out a 22-point 
deficit in the final 11 minutes to 
match the second-biggest come¬ 
back in NCAA Tournament his¬ 
tory and knock out Cincinnati. 
The Wolf Pack (28-7) are in the 
Sweet 16 for the second time. 
Otherwise, it would have been 
Ramblers against Bearcats in a 
matchup that sure would have 
sparked flashbacks to the ’63 title 
game. That year, Loyola beat two- 
time defending champion Cincin¬ 
nati in a landmark moment for 
racial equality. 

“Super, super, super talented 
offensive team,” Richardson said 
about Nevada. “You’ve gotta give 
credit to a team like that that 


fought back from a huge deficit. 
That’s just the kind of stuff that 
happens in March. You’ve always 
gotta be ready for a team to make 
a historic comeback. That’s a trib¬ 
ute to the way they play, they play 
super hard, they’re a really talent¬ 
ed offensive team, and there’ll def¬ 
initely be a lot of things we have 
to game plan for because they’re 
definitely a tough matchup.” 

Something else that might 
concern Loyola: Sister Jean had 
them losing in the Sweet 16 in her 
bracket. 

“Sister Jean, she’s been our big¬ 
gest supporter,” Williamson said. 
“And she’s definitely gonna be 
our biggest supporter. But we’re 
gonna have to bust her bracket on 
this one.” 


Weber, Kansas State exceeding expectations 


By Dave Skretta 

Associated Press 

MANHATTAN, Kan. — The critics will 
say Kansas State only reached the Sweet 16 
because UMBC did the dirty work, knock¬ 
ing off top-seeded Virginia in the upset of 
the NCAA Tournament. 

Sums up the way the Wildcats and coach 
Bruce Weber are often disrespected. 

The Wildcats returned just about every 
key player from a team that won 21 games 
and reached the NCAA Tournament last 
season, winning a first-four game against 
Wake Forest. Yet when the preseason poll 
was released in October, the Wildcats were 
picked to finish eighth in the Big 12. 

Many thought they would collapse so 
completely that Weber would be fired. 

But they exceeded almost all expecta¬ 
tions — at least, those outside Manhat¬ 
tan — by finishing fourth in arguably the 
toughest conference in the country, despite 
playing much of the season without injured 
guard Kamau Stokes. Then they locked up 
their NCAA Tournament bid by beating 
TCU in the Big 12 Tournament without 
All-Big 12 forward Dean Wade, who re¬ 
mains sidelined by a foot injury. 

Now, the No. 9 seed Wildcats (24-11) are 
headed to the South Regional semifinals 
against No. 5 seed Kentucky, and the coach 
on the hot seat is suddenly in charge of a 



Gerry Broome/AP 


Kansas State head coach Bruce Weber 
was an upopular choice to take over 
the team before the 2012-13 season, 
but has led the Wildcats to a spot in the 
Sweet 16 for the first time since 2010. 

team that is... quite hot. 

“I mean, hat’s off to coach, man. Hat’s off 
to our whole coaching staff and all the play¬ 
ers, all the hard work we put in,” Kansas 
State guard Barry Brown Jr. said. “Been a 
long time coming, and it’s surreal to be in a 
position that we are, but I mean, we put the 
work in. We deserve it. We’re going to show 
what we can do.” 

Weber was a deeply unpopular choice 
when Frank Martin left for South Carolina 
before the 2012-13 season, and winning a 
share of the Big 12 title that season didn’t 


help much. And what little support he en¬ 
joyed began to recede when the Wildcats 
missed back-to-back NCAA Tournaments 
a couple years later, and Weber was forced 
to purge a roster filled with malcontents. 

Among those that left was Marcus Fos¬ 
ter, who ended up at Creighton and faced 
Kansas State in the first round of the 
NCAA Tournament. Foster went on to have 
an exceptional career with the Bluejays, 
and said last week that he was thankful for 
the lessons he learned in Manhattan. 

Weber earned some support back with 
a trip to the NCAA Tournament last year, 
and new athletic director Gene Taylor gave 
him a vote of confidence with a contract 
extension. But many fans were still wary 
about a coach who was contemplating a job 
with College of Charleston when Kansas 
State called. 

His players, on the other hand, have had 
his back all year. 

“It’s been a long time since we’ve been 
here, and first time under coach Weber 
here,” said Xavier Sneed, a four-star re¬ 
cruit who chose the Wildcats over plenty of 
other high-major offers. 

Indeed, the Sweet 16 trip is the first for 
Kansas State since 2010, when Martin and 
Jacob Pullen led the second-seeded Wild¬ 
cats to the Elite Eight before falling to 
Butler. 

It’s only the second appearance for the 


once-proud program in the last three 
decades. 

“Can’t say enough about our guys,” 
Weber said after the Wildcats’ second- 
round win over UMBC, an ugly 50-43 vic¬ 
tory in Charlotte. “I just, again, go back 
to their character, their courage and the 
persistence, and they bought in. They care 
about each other.” 

That may be the biggest reason that Kan¬ 
sas State has been successful this season. 

That team a few years ago, when a hand¬ 
ful of players were either booted from the 
program or left of their own choosing, was 
dysfunctional from top to bottom. The 
current team was largely recruited at the 
same time, and has formed a granite-solid 
bond over the past few years. 

The bond was visible when Wade, avail¬ 
able only in an emergency, was the first off 
the bench to cheer his teammates over the 
weekend. And now, with more time to rest 
his ailing foot, Wade said there is a “98 per¬ 
cent” certain he’ll be on the floor against 
Kentucky on Thursday night. 

Meanwhile, Weber is relishing the ride 
his team has taken to Atlanta. 

“I threw this at them way back in April 
last spring. I said, ‘Guys, we won a game. 
The next step is to get to the Sweet 16,’” 
Weber said. “So between the coaches, the 
players, it’s just a nice reward, and for our 
fans, too. It’s great.” 
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Michigan forward Isaiah Livers, right, and guard Charles Matthews rebound during the 
first half of Saturday’s second-round game against Houston in Wichita, Kan. 


Winning ugly 

Michigan relying on its elite defense 


By Noah Trister 

Associated Press 

ANN ARBOR, Mich, 
hen Jordan Poole’s long three- 
pointer dropped through the 
net for Michigan, a whole lot of 
unsightly shooting beforehand 
was forgotten. 

It’s been that kind of season for the Wol¬ 
verines, who are winning without much 
concern for aesthetics. 

It was just 14 months ago that Illinois 
center Maverick Morgan said, somewhat 
accurately, that Michigan had been a 
“white-collar team traditionally” — but 
you won’t find many people saying that 
about the Wolverines this season. Michi¬ 
gan struggles at times from beyond the 
arc, and the free-throw line has been a 
nightmare. Yet here the Wolverines are, 
preparing to play in the Sweet 16 for the 
fourth time in six years. 

“I think we take pride in our defense. 
We have that grit — more so than maybe 
teams before,” guard Muhammad-Ali 
Abdur-Rahkman said. “We have that 
mindset that we’re going to defend people 
and stop them. It’s not always going to be, 
we’re making a whole bunch of threes and 
things like that. We have to win the game 
on the defensive end.” 

Watching Michigan win with defense is 
a bit disorienting. It’s like if Tom Osborne 
showed up one year with an offense that 
averaged 500 yards passing. 

For a decade under John Beilein, the 
Wolverines could put on an offensive clin¬ 
ic, with smart passing, sharp outside shoot¬ 
ing and hardly any turnovers. Michigan 
still tries to operate the same way, but the 
shooting has been hit-or-miss this season. 
That was certainly true in the team’s first 
two NCAA Tournament games, when the 


third-seeded Wolverines fell behind 10-0 
against Montana and took over 5 Vi minutes 
to make a field goal against Houston. 

Michigan still won comfortably against 
Montana, 61-47. Against the Cougars, it 
was 64-63 on the buzzer beater by Poole. 
The Wolverines finished that game 8-for- 
30 from three-point range. 

“Everybody could execute better,” 
Beilein said. “We’ve got to give credit 
where credit is due. We played two good 
defensive teams.” 

In the past, Beilein’s best teams at 
Michigan were led by dynamic offensive 
players like point guards Trey Burke and 
Derrick Walton. This year’s point guard, 
Zavier Simpson, has an awkward-looking 
outside shot and an even stranger routine 
at the foul line. But Simpson has been per¬ 
haps Michigan’s most important player, a 
defensive pest who did a good enough job 
on Houston’s Rob Gray that the Wolverines 
were able to advance. 

Houston and Montana both shot under 
40 percent from the field. 

Michigan’s matchup Thursday with sev¬ 
enth-seeded Texas A&M could be another 
battle of attrition. The Aggies have held op¬ 
ponents to 40 percent from the field on the 
season. 

“You’ve seen a lot of grit from both of 
these teams,” Texas A&M coach Billy Ken¬ 
nedy said. “We’ve been able to make some 
tough plays against some really difficult 
teams and Michigan, I like their energy. 
They hit a big shot and they believe that 
they’re going to win and that’s what you’ve 
got to have this time of year.” 

After making it past Houston, Michigan 
is suddenly the highest-seeded team re¬ 
maining in its entire half of the bracket. If 
the Wolverines can return to the level they 
reached in winning the Big Ten Tourna¬ 
ment, they’ll be tough to beat. 



Snack: Norvell's upbeat personality is what low-key Gonzaga needed 



Ted S. Warren/AP 


Gonzaga guard Zach Norvell Jr., left, drives down the baseline as Ohio State forward 
Jae’Sean Tate attempts a steal during their second-round game in the NCAA 
Tournament on Saturday in Boise, Idaho. Norvell scored 28 points in the game. 


FROM BACK PAGE 

“He’s got a persona that we really need 
in our program right now, quite frankly,” 
Gonzaga coach Mark Few said. “We have 
an overabundance of introverts and that’s 
one thing he’s not. And so I call him our 
spiritual leader. He gets us going every 
practice, even the ones they don’t want to 
be at.” 

Norvell has the Zags in a position few 
outside Spokane thought they would be: 
Two wins from a return trip to the Final 
Four. 

Gonzaga reached the Final Four for the 
first time last season, losing to North Car¬ 
olina in the title game. The Bulldogs lost 
key players from that team: Przemek Kar- 
nowski, Jordan Mathews, Zach Collins and 
Nigel Williams-Goss. 

Gonzaga was picked to finish second in 
the West Coast Conference, but swept the 
regular-season and tournament titles to 
reach the NCAA Tournament for the 20th 
straight year. 

Once the Zags reached the field of 68, 
Norvell took over. 

The redshirt freshman averaged 12.3 
points during the regular season, but has 
upped his game under college basketball’s 
brightest spotlight. 

Norvell overcome a rough shooting night 
to hit the tiebreaking three-pointer with 
20.8 seconds left in Gonzaga’s opening- 


round, 68-64 win over UNC-Greensboro. 
He followed that up by scoring 28 points, 
hitting six three-pointers and grabbing 12 
rebounds in a second-round win over Ohio 
State. 

The win over the Buckeyes sent Gonzaga 


to the Sweet 16 for the fourth straight sea¬ 
son and a match-up with Florida State on 
Thursday in Los Angeles. 

“I’m a really confident guy and the 
coaching staff and all the guys around me 
put the confidence in me,” Norvell said. 


Norvell was a spectator to history a year 
ago. 

A 6-foot-5 shooting guard from Chicago, 
he was a top-100 recruit who once scored 
53 points and hit 14 three-pointers in an 
AAU game. But when he arrived in Spo¬ 
kane, Norvell was dealing with a lingering 
knee injury and joined a roster stacked with 
guard talent, so he ended up redshirting. 

Instead of pouting, Norvell took the 
time to learn from Williams-Goss, Jordan 
Mathews, Josh Perkins and Silas Melson. 
He observed how those veteran guards 
went about their business, how they played 
the game and led Gonzaga to the national 
title game. 

“Sitting last year was big,” Norvell said. 
“Behind great guards, I learned a lot from 
those guys.” 

Norvell had to use those lessons as a 
backup to start the 2017-18 season, play¬ 
ing behind Corey Kispert. When Kispert 
injured his ankle in November, Norvell slid 
into the starting lineup and shined, finish¬ 
ing third in scoring on a team full of scor¬ 
ing options while becoming the emotional 
leader and spark for the Bulldogs. 

“He’s got a winning spirit about him,” 
Few said. “He has an effervescence and 
charisma. He not only provides that 
stuff on the floor, but off the floor is very 
important.” 

Snacks has them covered. 














Stars and Stripes Thursday,March22,2018 


SPORTS 


End of the line 

Blazers’ 13-game winning streak 
halted by Rockets » nba, Page 28 

h 

/ mu 
\nmml 


NCAA TOURNAMENT 


i 


SNACK 



Norvell fires up Zags 

By John Marshall 

associated Press 

ach Norvell Jr. earned the nickname “Snacks” for his affin¬ 
ity for candy and chocolate. Gonzaga’s coaches picked up on 
it when Norvell’s father used the moniker during a visit, so / 
Snacks followed the shooting guard to Spokane. 

Now Norvell is gobbling up opponents in the NCAA Tournament. 
Gregarious and confident, Norvell has provided the fire the low- 
key Zags have needed and has them in position to make another 
Final Four run. 

SEE SNACK ON PAGE 31 
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Did you know 

Gonzaga A 

is just two 
wins from a 
return trip to 
the Final Four, 
despite losing four 
key players from last 
year’s runner-up. 


SOURCE: Associated Press 


Zach Norvell Jr. is providing Gonzaga with 
fiery spark on the way to the Sweet 16. 
Norvell hit the tiebreaking three-pointer in 
the opening round of the NCAA Tournament 
and scored 28 points in the second round. 
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